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who be persuaded that neither life, neither death is able to separate us from the 
love of Christ’s gospel, which is God’s high treasure committed to our brittle 
vessels to glorify us by the same. God, of his mercy, make us faithful stewards 
to the end, and give us grace to fear nothing, whatsoever in his good pleasure 
we shall suffer for the same. That I have not written unto you erst, the 
cause is our strait keeping and the want of light by night: for the day serveth 
us but a while in our dark closet. This is the first letter that I have written 
since I came to prison, besides the report of mine examinations; and I am fain 
to scribble it out in haste. 

Commend me to all our faithful brethren, and hid them with a good courage 
look for their redemption, and frame themselves to be hearty soldiers in Christ. 

They have taken his prest money a great while, and now let them show them¬ 
selves ready to serve him faithfully, and not to fly out of the Lord’s camp into 
the world, as many do. Let them remember that in the Apocalypse the fear¬ 
ful be excluded the kingdom. 1 Let us he of good cheer, for our Lord over¬ 
came the world, that we should do the like. Blessed is the servant, whom, 
when the Lord cometh, he findeth watching. O let us watch and pray earnestly 
one for another, that we be not led into temptation 1 Be joyful under the cross, 
and praise the Lord continually, for this is the whole burnt sacrifice which the 
Lord delighteth in. Commend me to my father Hunt, and desire him to love 
and continue in the unity of Christ’s true church, which he hath begun, and 
then shall he make me more and more to joy under my cross with him. Tell 
my brother Clements, that he hath comforted me much by his loving token in 
signification of an unfeigned unity with us; let him increase my joy unto the 
end perfectly. The Lord of peace be with you all. Salute all my loving friends, 
master Mering, master Crooch, with the rest, and specially master Marshal 
and his wife, with great thanks for his kindness showed unto me. Farewell my 
dear Careless. I have dallied with the devil awhile, but now I am over the 
shoes: God send me well out. 

Out of the coal-house, by your brother, John Philpot. 

Another Letter to John Careless, profitable to be read of all them 
which mourn in repentance for their sins . 2 

The God of all comfort, and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, send unto 
thee, my dear brother Careless, the inward consolation of his Holy Spirit, in all 

(1) Rev. xxi. 

( 2 ) To this letter Careless maketh a very godly answer, which you shall see afterward in his 
story. [This letter Philpot wrote to Careless “ out of the coal-hole of darkness; whereby he giveth 
light and heavenly comfort to his heavy and troubled mind.” See Letters of the Martyrs. Edit. 

1837, p. 173 .—Ed.] 
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the malicious assaults and troublous temptations of our common adversary the 
devil, Amen. 

That God giveth you so contrite a heart for your sins I cannot but rejoice, to 
behold the lively mark of the children of God whose property is to think more 
lowly and vilely of themselves than of any others, and oftentimes do set their 
sins before them, that they might the more be stirred to bring forth the fruits 
of repentance, and learn to moum in this world, that in another they might be 
glad and rejoice. Such a broken heart is a pleasant sacrifice unto God: 1 
O that I had the like contrite heart! God mollify my stony heart, which 
iamenteth not in such wise my former detestable iniquities. Praised be God 
that he hath given you this sorrowful heart in respect of righteousness, and I 
pray you let me be partaker of these godly sorrows for sin, which be the testi¬ 
mony of the presence of the Holy Ghost. Did not the sword of sorrow pierce 
the heart of the elect and blessed mother of our Lord ? Did not Peter weep 
bitterly for his sins, which was so beloved of Christ ? Did not Mary Magdalen 
wash the feet of our Saviour with her tears, and received therewithal remission 
of her seven-fold sins ? 

Be of good comfort therefore, mine own dear heart, in this thy sorrow, for it 
is the earnest penny of eternal consolation. In thy sorrow, laugh, for the Spirit 
of God is with thee: “ Blessed be they,” saith Christ, “ that moum, for they 
shall be comforted.” 2 “ They wentforth and wept,” saith the prophet: “ such 
Sorrow in shall come again, having their gripesNhll of gladness.”* And although a sorrowful 
fi an nian l' eart > 111 consideration of his sins, be an acceptable sacrifice before God, 5 whereby 
we are stirred up to more thankfulness unto God, knowing that much is for¬ 
given us that we might love the more, 6 yet the man of God must keep a mea¬ 
sure in the same, lest he he swallowed up by much sorrow. St. Paul would 
not the Thessalonians to he sorry as other men which have no hope. 7 Such a 
sorrow is not commendable, but worketh damnation, and is far from the chil¬ 
dren of God, who are continually sorrowful in God when they look upon their 
own unworthiness, with hope of forgiveness. 6 For God, to this end, by his 
Spirit setteth the sins of his elect still before them, that where they perceive sin 
to abound, there they might be assured that grace shall superabound; and 
hringeth them down unto hell, that he might lift them up with greater joy unto 
heaven. 2 Wherefore, mine own bowels in Christ, as long as you are not void 
altogether of hope, he not dismayed through your pensive heart for your sins, 
how huge soever they have been, for God is able to forgive more than you are 
able to sin : yea, and he will forgive him, which with hope is sorry for his sins. 

But know, brother, that as oft as we do go about, by the help of God’s Spirit, 
to do that is good, the evil spirit, Satan, layeth hard wait to turn the good unto 
evil, and goeth about to mix the detestable darnel of desperation with the 
godly sorrow of a pure penitent heart. You he not ignorant of his malicious 
subtlety, and how that continually he assaulteth that good, which the grace of 
God planteth. I see the battle betwixt you and him, but the victory is yours ; 
yea, and that daily: for you have laid hold upon the anchor of salvation, which 
is hope in Christ, the which will not suffer you to he made ashamed. 

Be not discomforted that you have this conflict: but be glad that God hath 
given you the same to try your faith, and that you might appear daily worthy 
of the kingdom of God, for the which you strive. God beholdeth your striving 
faith against Satan, and is pleased with your mighty resistance. The Spirit 
which is in you, is mightier than all the adversary’s power. Tempt he may, 
and lying await at your heels, give you a fall unawares, but overcome he shall 
not: yea, he cannot, for you are sealed up already with a lively faith to be the 
child of God for ever; and whom God hath once sealed for his own, him he 
never utterly forsaketh. The just falleth seven times, hut he riseth again. It 
is man’s frailty to fall, but it is the property of the devil’s child to lie still. 

This strife against sin is a sufficient testimony that you are the child of God. 
for if you were not, you should feel no such malice as he now troubleth you 
withal. When this strong Goliath hath the hold, all things are in peace which 
he possesseth; and because he hath you not, he will not suffer you unassaulted. 10 
But stand fast, and hold out the buckler of faith, and with the sword of God’s 
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(1) Psalm 
(-5) Psalm 1L 
(9) Rom.v. 


(2) Matt. y. 
(6) Luke yii,. 
410) Luke xi. 


(3) “Gripes” or grasp.^-Eo. 
,(7) 1 Thess. iv. 


(4) Psalm cxxvi. 
(8) 2 Cor. vij. 



TO CERTAIN GODLY WOMEN. 693 

promises smite him on the scalp : that he may receive a deadly wound, and Mary. 

never be able to stand against you any more. St. James telleth you that he is- 

but a coward, saying, “ Resist the devil, and he will fly from thee.” 1 It is the 
will of God that he should thus long tempt you and not go away as yet; or 1555. 
else he had done with you long ere this. He knoweth already that he shall 
receive the foil at your hands, and increase the crown of your glory: for he that 
overcometh shall be crowned. Therefore glory in your temptations, since they 
shall turn to your felicity. Be not afraid of your continual assaults which be 
occasions of your daily victory. The word of God abideth for ever. In what 
hour soever a sinner repenteth him of his sins, they be forgiven. 2 Who can lay 
any thing to the charge of God’s elect ? Do you not perceive the manifest tokens 
of your election? first, your vocation to the gospel, and after your vocation 
the manifest gifts of the Spirit of God, given unto you above many others of 
your condition, with godliness which believeth and yieldeth to the authority of 
the Scriptures, and is zealous for the same ? Seeing you are God’s own dear- 
ling, who can hurt you ? Be not of a dejected mind for these temptations, 
neither make your unfeigned friends to be more sorrowful for you than need 
doth require. 

Since God hath willed you at your baptism in Christ to be Careless, why do True 
you make yourself careful ? Cast all your care on him. Set the Lord before ^ns Low 
your eyes always, for he is on your right side, that you should not be then they 
moved. Behold the goodness of God toward me. I am careless, being fast ” u f-' ht to 
closed in a pair of stocks, which pinch me for very straitness ; and will you be ] e e ss c “ e ~ 
careful ? I would not have that unseemly addition to your name. Be as your their 
name pretendeth, for doubtless you have no other cause but so to be. Pray, I 
beseech you, that I may be still careless in my careful estate, as you have cause 
to be careless in yotir easier condition. Be thankful, and put away all care, 
and then I shall he joyful in my strait present care. Commend me to all our 
brethren, and desire them to pray for me, that I may overcome my tempta¬ 
tions : for the devil rageth against me. I am put in the stocks in a place alone, 
because I would not answer to such articles as they would charge me withal in 
a comer, at the bishop’s appointment, and because I did not come to mass 
when the bishop sent for me. I will lie all the days of my life in the stocks, 
by God’s grace, rather than I will consent to the wicked generation. Praise 
God, and be joyful that it hath pleased him to make us worthy to suffer some¬ 
what for his Name’s sake. The devil must rage for ten days. Commend me 
to master F., and thank him for his law books: but neither law nor equity will 
take any place among these blood-thirsty. I would for your sake the unjust 
dealing were noted unto the parliament-house, if it might avail. God shorten 
these evil days. I have answered the bishop meetly plain already, and I said 
to him, if he will call me in open judgment, 1 will answer him as plainly as he 
will require: otherwise I have refused, because 1 fear they will condemn me 
in hugger-mugger. The peace of God be with you, my dear brother. I can 
write no more for lack of light, and that I have written I cannot read myself, 
and God knoweth it is written far uneasily. I pray God you may pick out 
some understanding of my mind towards you. 

Written in a coal-house of darkness, out of a pair of painful stocks, by 
thine own in Christ, John Philpot. 

Another Letter, to certain godly Women, forsaking their own 
Country for the Gospel, full of fruitful Precepts and Lessons for 
all good Women. 

The Spirit of Truth, revealed unto you my dearly beloved, by the gospel of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, be continually abiding with you, and augmented into 
a perfect building of you into the lively temple of God, through the mighty 
operation of his holy power. Amen. 

I read in the Evangelists, of certain godly women, that ministered unto 
Christ; following him in the days of his passion, and never forsook him, but 
being dead in his grave, brought oil to anoint him, until that he had showed 
himself unto them after his resurrection, and hidden them show unto his dis¬ 
ciples, which at his passion were dispersed, and tell them that he was risen, and 
U) James iv. (2) Ezek. iii 
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that they should see him in Galilee. To whom I may justly compare you, my 
loving sisters in Christ, who of late have seen him suffer in his members, and 
have ministered to their necessity, anointing them with the comfortable oil of 
your charitable assistance, even to the death. And now, since ye have seen 
Christ to live in the ashes of them whom the tyrants have slain, he willeth you 
to go away upon just occasion offered you, and to declare to our dispersed bre¬ 
thren and sisters, that he is risen, and liveth in his elect members in England, 
and by death doth overcome infidelity; and that they shall see him in Galilee, 
which is by forsaking this world, and by a faithful desire to pass out of this 
world by those ways which he, with his holy martyrs, hath gone on before. 

God therefore, entire sisters, direct your way, as he did Abraham and Tobias, 
unto a strange land ! God give you health both of body and soul, that ye may 
go from virtue to virtue, and grow from strength to strength, until ye may see 
face to face the God of Sion in his holy hill, with the innumerable company of 
his blessed martyrs and saints. Let there be continual ascensions unto heaven 
in your hearts: let there be no decrease of any virtue which is already planted 
in you. Be as the light of the just, such as Solomon saith, increaseth to the 
perfect day of the Lord. Let the strength of God be commended in your weak 
vessels, as it is. Be examples of faith and sobriety, to all that ye shall come in 
company withal. Let your godly conversation speak where your tongue may 
not, in the congregation. Be swift to hear, and slow to speak, after the counsel 
of St. James. Be not curious about other men’s doings, but be occupied in 
prayer, and continual meditation, with reverent talking of the word of God, 
without contentions among the saints. Let your faith shine in a strange coun¬ 
try, as it hath done in your own, that your Father which is in heaven, may be 
glorified by you to the end. 

This farewell I send you, not as a thing needful (which know already what 
your duty is, and be desirous to perform the same), but as one that would have 
you understand that he is mindful of your godly conversation, whereof he hath 
had good experience, and therefore writeth this to be as a perpetual memorial 
betwixt you and him, until our meeting together before God, where we shall 
joy that we have here lovingly put one another in memory of our duty to 
perform it. 

Farewell again, mine own bowels in Christ! and take me with you where¬ 
soever you go, and leave yourselves with me, that in spirit we may be present 
one with another. Commend me to the whole congregation of Christ, willing 
them not to leave their country without witness of the gospel, after that we all 
be slain, which already be stalled up and appointed to the slaughter; and in 
the mean season to pray earnestly for our constancy, that Christ may be glori¬ 
fied in us and in them, both by life and death. Farewell in the Lord. 

Yours for ever, John Philpot. 

An Exhortation to his own Sister, constantly to stick to the truth, 
which she had fruitfully professed. 

God the eternal Father, who hath justified you by the blood of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and called you to hallow his name through a good conversation and 
profession of life, he sanctify you with daily increase of virtue and faith by his 
Holy Spirit, that you may appear a vessel of sanctification, in the midst of this 
wicked and perverse generation, to the laud and praise of the gospel. Amen. 

I have occasion, mine own dear sister, to praise God in you for two causes : 
the one, that to your ability you are ready to show yourself a natural loving 
. sister to me your poor afflicted brother, as by your gentle tokens you have 
eftsoons testified being absent, as also by presently visiting me ; which well de- 
clareth that you be a very natural sister indeed, and to be praised in this 
behalf. But in the other, that you be also a sister to me in faith after Christ’s 
gospel, I am occasioned to thank God so much the more, how much the one 
excelleth the other; and the spiritual consanguinity is more perdurable than 
that which is of flesh and blood, and is a worker of that which is by nature : 
for commonly such as be ungodly, be unnatural, and only lovers of themselves 
as daily experience teacheth us. The living Lord, which through the incor¬ 
ruptible seed of his word hath begotten you to be my liege sister, give you grace 
so to grow in that generation, that you may increase to a perfect age in the 
Lord, to be my sister with Christ for ever. 
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Look therefore that you continue a faithful sister, as you are called and are 
godly entered, not only to me, but to all the church of Christ, yea to Christ 
himself, who voucheth you in this your unfeigned faith, worthy to he his sister. 
Consider this dignity to surmount all the vain dignities of the world, and let it 
accordingly prevail more with you, than all earthly delights : for thereby you 
are called to an equal portion of the everlasting inheritance of Christ, if now 
in no wise you do show yourself an unnatural sister to him in forsaking him in 
trouble, which I trust you will never for any kind of worldly respect do. You 
are under dangerous temptations to be turned from that natural love you owe 
unto Christ, and you shall he tried with God’s people through a sieve of great 
affliction: for so Satan desireth us to he sifted, 1 that through fear of sharp 
troubles, we might fall from the stableness of our faith, and so be deprived of 
that honour, joy, and reward, which are prepared for such as continue faithful 
brothers and sisters in the Lord’s covenant to the end. Therefore the wise 
man in the book of Ecclesiasticus, biddeth them that come to the service of the 
Lord, “ To prepare themselves to suffer temptations.” 2 

Since then that for the glory of God and our faith, we are called now to abide 
the brunt of them, and that when our adversary hath done all that he can, yet 
we may be stable and stand, this, Christ our first-begotten Brother looketh for 
at our hands; and all our brethren and sisters in heaven desire to see our faith, 
through afflictions, to be perfect, that we might fulfil their number; and the 
universal church, here militant, rejoiceth at our constancy, whom all, by the 
contrary, we should make sorry, to the danger of the loss both of body and soul. 
Fear not therefore, whatsoever be threatened of the wicked world; prepare 
your back, and see it be ready to carry Christ’s cross. And if you see any 
untowardness in you (as the flesh is continually repugnant to the will of God), 
ask with faithful prayer, that the good Spirit of God may lead your sinful flesh 
whither it would not: for if we will dwell in the flesh, and follow the counsel 
thereof, we shall never do the will of God, neither work that tendeth to our 
salvation. 

You are at this present in the confines and borders of Babylon, where you 
are in danger to drink of the whore’s cup, unless you be vigilant in prayer. 
Take heed the serpent seduce you not from the simplicity of your faith, as he did 
our first mother Eve. Let not worldly fellowship make you partaker of iniquity. 
He that toucheth tar, cannot but be defiled thereby. With such as be perverse, 
a man shall soon be perverted; with the holy you shall be holy. Therefore say 
continually with the prophet David, 3 “ Unto the saints that be on the earth, all 
my will is on them.” You have been sanctified and made pure through the 
truth; take heed you be not unholied and defiled, lest the last be worse than 
the first. I write not this because I stand in any doubt of your sincere continu¬ 
ance, of the which I have had so good experience: but, because the days be 
evil, and in the same it is the duty of every one of us to exhort and stir up one 
another, I am bold to put you, my good sister, in remembrance of that which 
doth not a little comfort me to remember in my troubles and daily temptations. 
Wherefore I doubt not you will take that in good part which cometh from your 
brother both in spirit and body, who tendereth your salvation as earnestly as 
his own, that we might joy together eternally, with such joy as the world shall 
never be able to take from us. Thanks be unto God, you have begun to run a 
good and a great time well in the ways of the Lord: run out the race to the 
end, which you have begun, and then shall you receive the crown of glory. 4 
None shall be crowned, but such as lawfully strive. Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good, and the Lord shall make you one of those faithful 
virgins, that shall follow the Lamb wheresoever he goeth; 5 the which Christ 
grant both you and me. Amen. 

Commend me to all them that love me in the Lord unfeignedly. God increase 
our faith, and give us never to be ashamed of his gospel! That same request 
which I have made to my brother Thomas, I make also to you, desiring you, 
by all means you can to accomplish my request, that my sureties might be 
satisfied with that is mine own, to the contentation of my mind, which cannot 
be quiet until they be discharged (^therefore I pray you help to purchase 
quietness, that I might depart out of this world in peace. My dissolution I look 

(1) Luke xxii. (2) Eccles. ii. (3) Psalm xxxv. (4) 2 Tim. ii. (5) Rev. iv. 

:? (6) This was for the first-fruits of his archdeaconry, whereof all the time of his imprisonment he 
had no commodity, and yet his sureties were compelled to pay the same. 
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for daily; but the Lord knoweth how unworthy I am of so high an honour, as 
to die for the testimony of his truth. Pray that God would vouchsafe to make 
me worthy, as he hath done, of long imprisonment, for the which his name be 
praised for ever. Pray and look for the coming of the Lord, whose wrath is 
great over us, and I will pray for you as long as I live. 

The 9th of July, in the King’s Bench. 

Your own loving brother as well in faith as in body, John Philpot. 


Another Letter of Exhortation to certain godly Brethren. 

The grace of God the Father, and the peace of our Saviour Jesus Christ his 
eternal Son, and the consolation of the Holy Ghost our Comforter, strengthen 
your hearts, and comfort your minds, that you may rejoice, and live in the 
truth of Christ's gospel to the end. Amen. 

I do much rejoice, dearly beloved in the Lord, to hear of your constant faith 
in the word of God, which you have so purely received ; who do not with the 
worldlings decline from the purity thereof, albeit you suffer grief and trouble 
thereby ; for the which I praise God most heartily: and the Lord of all strength, 
who hath begun this good work in you, make it perfect to the end, as I doubt not 
but he will, for the faithful zeal ye have to his truth and to his afflicted church. 
Therefore that ye may the better stand and bear the brunt of many temptations, 
which you are all like to be assaulted withal in these wicked and stormy days; I 
thought it good, as it is the duty of one Christian man to exhort another in the 
time of trouble, to put you in remembrance thereof, and to will you with the 
wise man, to prepare yourselves to temptations; and to beware that ye, which 
yet do stand by the goodness of God, may not fall from your lively knowledge 
and hope. It is an easy thing to begin to do well, but to continue out in well 
doing, is the only property of the children of God, and such as assuredly shall 
be saved. For so saith our Saviour in his gospel: “ Blessed are they that perse¬ 
vere to the end.” 

Let not therefore this certainty of your salvation, which is continuance in 
the sincerity of faith, slide from you. Esteem it more than all the riches and 
pleasures of this world, for it is the most acceptable treasure of eternal life. 
This is that precious stone, for the which the wise merchantman, after the 
gospel, doth sell all that he hath, and buyeth the same. 1 God, in the Apoca¬ 
lypse, doth signify to the church, that there shall come a time of temptation 
upon the whole world, to try the dwellers on the earth ; a from the danger of 
which temptation all such shall be delivered as observe his word: which 
word there is called the word of patience; to give us to understand that we 
must be ready to suffer all kind of injuries and slanders for the profession 
thereof. 

Therefore God commandeth us there to hold it fast, that no man might 
bereave us of our crown of glory; and St. Peter telleth us, 3 now we are afflicted 
with divers assays, as it is need it should so be, that the trial of our faith, being 
much more precious than gold that perisheth, and yet is tried by fire, might 
redound to the laud, glory, and honour of Jesus Christ. St. Paul to the 
Hebrews showeth us, 1 that Christ our Saviour was in his humanity made perfect 
by afflictions, that we, being called to perfection in him, might more willingly 
sustain the troubles of the world, by the which God giveth all them that be 
exercised in the same for his sake, his holiness. And in the twelfth chapter of 
the said epistle is written, “ My son, refuse not the correction of the Lord, nor 
shrink when thou art rebuked of him: for the Lord doth chastise every son 
whom he receiveth,” etc. Christ, in the Gospel of St. John, biddeth his disciples 
to look after afflictions, saying, “ In the world ye shall have trouble, but in me 
ye shall have joy.” 5 And therefore in the midst of their trouble, in the twenty- 
first of St. Luke he hiddeth them look up and lift up their heads, “ for your 
redemption,” saith he, “ is at hand.” And in the twenty-second, he saith to all 
such as be afflicted for him, “ You are those that have abiden with me in my 
temptations, and therefore I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed for me, to eat and drink upon my table in my kingdom.” 

Oh how glorious be the crosses of Christ, which bring the bearers of them 
unto so blessed an end ! Shall we not be glad to be partakers of such shame 


(1) Matt. i. 


(3) 1 Pet. i. 


(2) Rev. iii. 
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as may bring us to so high a dignity? God open our eyes to see all things as 
they be, and to judge uprightly! Then doubtless we would think with Moses, 
that it is better to be afflicted with the people of God, than to be counted the 
king of Egypt’s son. Then should we joyfully say with David, in all our 
adversities and troubles, “ It is good, O Lord, thou hast brought me low, to 
the end I might learn thy righteousness.” Therefore St. Paul would not 
glory in any other thing of the world, but in the cross of Christ, and in other 
his infirmities: we have the commandment of Christ, daily to take up his cross 
and follow him. We hare the godly ensamples of all his apostles and holy 
martyrs, which with great joy and exultation have suffered the loss of all lands, 
goods, and life, for the hope of a better reward, which is laid up for all those 
in heaven, that unfeignedly cleave to the gospel, and never be ashamed thereof. 

Great is the felicity of the world to the outward man, and very pleasant are 
the transitory delights thereof: but the rewards of the righteous after the word 
of God, doth incomparably excel them all, insomuch that St. Paul to the Romans 
doth plainly affirm, that all the tribulations of this world cannot deserve that 
glory which shall be showed unto us. 

Let us therefore, good brethren and sisters, be merry and glad in these 
troublesome days, the which be sent of God to declare our faith, and to bring 
us to the end and fruition of that which we hope for. If we would enter into 
the Lord’s sanctuary, and behold what is prepared for us, we could not but 
desire the Lord to haste the day of our death, in the which we might set forth 
by true confession his glory. Neither should we be afraid to meet our adver¬ 
saries, which so earnestly seek our spoil and death, as Christ did Judas and that 
wicked rout which came to apprehend him, saying, “ I am he whom ye seek.” 
It is commanded us by the gospel, not to fear them that kill the body, but to 
fear God, who can cast both body and soul into hell-fire. So much we are 
bound to observe this commandment as any other which God hath given us. 
The Lord increase our faith, that we may fear God more than man! The Lord 
give us such love towards him and his truth, that we may be content to forsake 
all and follow him! Now will it appear what we love best; for to that we love we 
will stick. There is none worthy to be counted a Christian, except he can find 
in his heart for Christ’s sake, if the confession of his truth doth require it, to 
renounce all which he hath, and follow him; and in so doing he gaineth a hun¬ 
dred-fold more in this life (as our Saviour said to Peter), and hereafter is assured 
of eternal life. Behold, I pray you, what he loseth which in this life receiveth 
a hundred for one, with assurance of eternal life. O happy exchange! Per¬ 
chance your outward man will say, If I were sure of this great recompense 
here, I could be glad to forsake all: but where is this hundred-fold in this life 
to be found? Yes truly; for instead of the worldly riches which thou dost 
forsake, which be but temporal, thou hast found the everlasting riches of heaven, 
which be glory, honour, and praise, both before God, angels, and men; and for 
an earthly habitation, hast an eternal mansion with Christ in heaven ; for even 
now thou art of the city and household of the saints with God, 1 as it is verified 
in the fourth to the Philippians. For worldly peace, which can last but a while, 
thou dost possess the peace of God, which passeth all understanding; and for 
the loss of a few friends, thou art made a fellow of the innumerable company 
of heaven, and a perpetual friend of all those that have died in the Lord, from 
the beginning of the world. Is not this more than a hundred-fold ? Is not the 
peace of God, which we in this world have through faithful imitation of Christ 
(which the world cannot take from us), ten-thousand-fold more than those 
things that most highly be esteemed in tbe world, without the peace of God ? 
All the peace of the world is no peace, but mere anguish and a gnawing fury 
of hell: as of late God hath set example before our eyes, to teach us how 
horrible an evil it is to forsake the peace of Christ's truth, which hreedeth a 
worm in conscience that never shall rest. 

O that we would weigh this with indifferent balances! Then should we not 
be dismayed of this troublous time, neither sorrow after a worldly manner, for 
the loss which we are now like to sustain, as the weak faithless persons do, 
which love their goods more than God, and the things visible above those which 
be invisible: but rather would heartily rejoice and be thankful, that it pleased 
God to call us to he soldiers in his cause against the works of hypocrisy, and to 
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Mary, make us like unto our Saviour Christ in suffering, whereby we may assure our- 
selves of his eternal glory ; for blessed are they, saith Christ, that suffer perse- 
1 s’ie’ cut * on f° r righteousness’ sake. And as St Paul witnesseth to Timothy, “ If we 
die with Christ, we shall live with Christ: and if we deny him, he will deny us.’ 

O that we would enter into the veil of God’s promises. Then should we, 
with St. Paul to the Philippians, reject all, and count all things but for dross, 
so that we may gain Christ.* God, which is the tightener of dl darkness, and 
putter away of all blindness, anoint our eyes with the true eye-salve, that we 
might behold his glory and our eternal felicity, which is hidden with Christ, and 
prepared for us that do abide in his testament: for blessed is that servant, whom 
the master when he cometh (as Christ said) doth find faithful. Let us there¬ 
fore watch and pray one for another, that we yield not in any point of our 
religion to the antichristian synagogue, and that we be not overthrown of these 
temptations. Stand therefore, and be no cowards in the cause of your salvation; 
for his Spirit that is in us, is stronger than he which in the world doth now rage 
against us. Let us not put out the Spirit of God from us, by whose might we 
snail overcome our enemies; and then death shall be as great a gain to us, as it 
He ex- was to the blessed apostle St. PauL Why then do ye mourn? why do ye weep? 
be joyful” w hy be y e 80 careful, as though God hath forsaken you? He is never more 
in afflic- present with us than when we be in trouble, if we do not forsake him. We are 
tions. in j]j a hands, and nobody can do us any injury or wrong without his good will 
and pleasure. He hath commanded his angels to keep us, that we stumble not 
at a stone without his divine providence. The devil cannot hurt any of us, and 
much less any of his ministers, without the good will of our eternal Father. 
Gent" and Therefore let us he of good comfort, and continually give thanks unto God for 
not to our estate, whatsoever it be; for if we murmur against the same, we murmur 
hl'afiRc* a S a * nst God, who sendeth the same: which if we do, we kick but against the 
tion. ' prick, and provoke more the wrath of God against us; which, by patient suf¬ 
fering, otherwise would sooner be turned into our favour through faithful prayer. 

I beseech you with SL Paul, to give your bodies pure and holy sacrifices unto 
God. He hath given us bodies to bestow unto his glory, and not after our own 
concupiscence. If many years God hath suffered us to use our bodies, which 
be his temples, after the lust of the flesh, in vain delights, not according to his 
glory; is it not our duty in the latter end of our fife, the more willingly to yield 
unto God’s glory our bodies, with all that we have, in demonstration of true 


repentance of that we have evil spent before ? Cannot the example of the 
blessed man Job horribly afilicted, cause us to say, “ The Lord hath given it, 
the Lord hath taken it: blessed be the name of the Lord ! 3 Even as it hath 
pleased the Lord, so is it come to pass.” If we cast our whole care likewise 
upon God, he will turn our misery into felicity, as well as he did to Job. God 
tempteth us now, as he did our father Abraham, commanding him to slay his 
son Isaac in sacrifice to him; which Isaac by interpretation doth signify mirth 
and joy ;* who by his obedience preserved Isaac unto long life, and offered in 
How to his stead a ram that was tied by the horns in the brambles. Semblably we are 
sacrifice a ]j commanded to sacrifice unto God our Isaac, which is our joy and consolation : 
Isaac to the which if we be ready to do, as Abraham was, our joy shall not perish, but 
God. live, an d be increased, although our ram be sacrificed for our Isaac : which 
doth signify that the pride and concupiscence of our flesh entangled through sin 
with the cares of this stinging world, must be mortified for the preservation and 
perfect augmentation of our mirth and joy, which is sealed up for us in Christ. 
^™ e ‘ And to withstand these present temptations wherewithal we are now encum- 
against bered, ye cannot have a better remedy than to set before your eyes how our 
the temp- Saviour Christ overcame them in the desert, and to follow his ensample; that 
the devil ^ the devil himself, or any other by him, willeth you to make stones bread 
(that is, to take such a worldly-wise way, that you may have your fair houses, 
lands and goods, to live on still), ye must say, that man liveth not only by 
bread, hut by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

Again, if die devil counselleth you to cast yourselves down to the earth, so as 
to revoke your sincere belief and godly conversation, and to be conformable to 
the learned men of the world, pretending that God will be well enough content 
herewith; ye must answer that it is written, that a man shall not tempt his 
Lord God. 
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Further, if the devil offer you large promises of honour, dignity, and posses¬ 
sions, so that ye will worship idols in his synagogue, ye must say, “ Go behind 
me, Satan, for it is otherwise written, that a man must worship his Lord God, 
and serve him only.” 

Finally, if your mother, brother, sister, wife, child, kinsman or friend, do 
seek of you to do otherwise than the word of God hath taught you, ye must say 
with Christ, that they are your mothers, brothers, sisters, wives, children, kins¬ 
men, which do the will of God the Father. To the which will, the Lord for 
his mercy conform us all unfeignedly to the end. Amen. 

Your loving and faithful brother in Christ, in captivity. 

John Philpot, Anno 1555. 

To his Friend and faithful Brother in the Lord, Master Robert 

Harrington. 

Gentle master Harrington, I cannot tell what condign thanks I may give 
unto God for you, in respect of the great gentleness and pain which you have 
taken for the relief of me and of others our afflicted brethren in Christ. God 
be praised for his mercy, whose loving providence we have seen towards us by 
such faithful stewards as you have been towards a great many. Blessed he 
you of God, for the loving care which you have taken for his poor flock. God 
hath reserved your reward of thanks in heaven, and therefore I go not about 
to render you any, lest I might seem to judge that you looked for that here, 
which is reserved to a better place. I thank God for that I have found by your 
faithful and diligent industry, and God forgive me my unworthiness of so great 
benefits. God give me grace to serve him faithfully, and to run out my race 
with joy. Glorious is the course of the martyrs of Christ at this day. Never 
had the elect of God a better time for their glory than this is. Now may they 
be assured under the cross, that they are Christ’s disciples for ever. 

Me thinketh I see you desiring to he under the same. The flesh draweth 
back, but the Spirit saith, it must be brought whither it would not' Here is 
the victory of the world: here is true faith and everlasting glory. Who is he 
which desireth not to be found faithful to his master ? And now is the time 
that every faithful servant of Christ hath just .opportunity to show himself a 

f lorious soldier in the Lord’s fight. Now do the Amalelutes invade the true 
sraelites, that the Israelites might with speed be glorified. I need not for 
want of understanding to admonish you hereof, but as a willing soldier in 
Christ, to exhort you so to run as you may get the victory, and that speedily 
with us. A man that is bid to a glorious feast, wisheth his friend to go with 
him, and be partaker thereof. God doth call me most unworthy, among 
others, to drink of the bride-cup of his Son, whereby we shall be made worthy 
(as many of our brethren have been before us) to sit at the right hand and at Reward 
the left hand of Christ. O what unspeakable condition is that! May any 
worldly thing stay us from the desire thereof? Since we seek the kingdom of price. 
God, why do we not apprehend it, being so near offered unto us ? 

Let us approach near unto God, and God will draw near unto us. God draw Godly 
us after him, that we may all run after the savour of his sweet ointments. Christ 
anoint us, that we may be supplied in these evil days to run lightly unto the how to be 
glory of the Lord. Shame, imprisonment, loss of goods, and shedding of our used - 
blood, be the just price which we must willingly bestow for the same. Where¬ 
fore, dearly beloved in the Lord, let not the great charges keep you back from 
buying this glory: for the reward is ten thousand fold greater than the price. 

Since you have married a wife, whom God bless, I cannot excuse you from 
this mart, but you must bring your wife for an usury to the Lord, whose plea¬ 
sure is in godly yoke-fellows. I wish you to be as I am, except these horrible 
bands, but yet most comfortable to the spirit, assuring you that we are made 
worthy through Christ of the kingdom for the which we suffer. Praised be 
the Lord for the affliction which we suffer, and he give us strength to continue 
to the end! 

Commend me to master Heath, and tell him that I would wish him with 
me, to prove how apt he is to carry the cross of Christ. I pray for his conti¬ 
nuance in Christ, as for mine own: commend me to his wife, and to Mrs. Hall, 

(1) John xxi. 
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certifying them that I am brought to the gates of hell, that I might never enter 
' into the same, hut be raised up from hell to heaven, through the word that 
sanctifieth us. Commend me to master Elsing and his wife, and thank them 
that they remembered to provide me some ease in prison; and tell them that 
though my lord’s coal-house he but very black, yet it is more to he desired of 
the faithfiil, than the queen’s palace. God make her a joyful mother, and pre¬ 
serve them both to the comfort of God’s people. Thus for this time farewell, 
dear brother.—Written in post-haste because of strait keeping. 

This day I look to he called before the commissioners again. Pray, dear 
brother, for the spirit of wisdom to remain with me. Commend me to your 
wife, and I thank you both for your tokens. Your token I have sent to your 
wife; and my token unto you, is my faithful heart with this letter. Commend 
me to all my friends, and tell them, I thank God I am cheerful in Christ, 
wishing them to fear God more than man, and to learn to despise earnestly the 
vanities of this world; desiring you all to pray for me, that I may end my 
journey with fidelity, Amen. John Philpot. 

Here followeth another letter of master Philpot to the lady Vane: 
which, because for the length, I could not wholly insert, I have ex¬ 
cerpted certain specialties thereout as followeth. 

The principal Spirit of God the Father, given unto us by Christ our merciful 
Saviour, confirm, strengthen, and stablish you in the true knowledge of the 
gospel, that your faithful heart, worshipful and dear sister in the Lord, may 
attain and taste with all the saints, what is the height, the depth, the length, 
and the breadth of the sweet cross of Christ, Amen. 

O happy are you amongst all other women, that have found this precious 
stone which is hidden in the gospel; for the which we ought to sell all other 
things, and to purchase the same. O happy woman, whose heart God hath 
moved and enlarged to he in the profession thereof. Others seek worldly 
goods, honours, and delights; but you seek with a good understanding to serve 
God in spirit and verity. This is the gate that leadeth to heaven, this is your 
portion for ever. By this you shall see God face to face (which sight is un¬ 
speakable joy), by this shall ye see whatever your heart can desire ; by this ye 
shall have a full sight of all the beautiful heavenly powers, and of all the celestial 
paradise. By this shall you know them that you never knew, and be joyous 
and glad with those which you have known here in God, world without end! 

Ah ! I lament the infidelity of England, that after so great light, is stepped into 
so huge darkness again. The servant that knoweth his master’s will, and doth 
it not, shall he beaten with many stripes. Ah! great he the plagues that hang 
over England, yea though the gospel should be restored again. Happy shall that 
person be whom the Lord shall take out of this world, not to see them. Ah ! 
the great peijury which men have run into so wilfully against God, by re¬ 
ceiving antichrist again and his wicked laws, which do threaten a great ruin 
unto England. O that the Lord would turn his just judgments upon the authors 
of the truce-breaking between God and us, that they might be brought low (as 
Nebuchadnezzar was), that his people might be delivered, and his glory 
exalted. God grant that that good luck which you hope shortly to come upon 
the house of God, be a true prophecy, and not a well-wishing only. Ah, Lord! 
take away thy heavy hand from us, and stretch it out upon thine enemies (those 
hypocrites) as thou hast begun, that they may be confounded. O let not the 
weak perish for want of knowledge through our sin. Although thou kill us, 
yet will we put our trust in thee. 

Thus, dear heart, you teach me to pray with you in writing. God hear your 
prayers, and give us the spirit of effectual prayer, to pour out our hearts con¬ 
tinually together before God, that we may find mercy both for ourselves, and 
for our afflicted brethren and sisters. I cannot but praise God in you, for that 
pitiful heart that taketh other folks’ calamities to heart, as your own. Blessed 
he they that mourn, for such shall be comforted. God wipe away all tears 
from your pitiful eyes, and sorrow from your merciful heart, that you may (as 
doubtless you shall do shortly) rejoice with his elect for ever. You have So 
armed me to the Lord’s battle both inwardly and outwardly, that except I he a 
very coward, I cannot faint, but overcome by death. You have appointed me 
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to so good and gracious a general of the field, to so victorious a captain, and to Mary. 

so favourable a marshal, that if I should not go on lustily, there were no- 

sparkle of heavenly manhood in me. I will present your coat-armour before my A. D. 
Captain, and in the same I trust by him to overcome. The scarf I desire as an *555. 
outward sign to show our enemies, who see not our glorious end, neither what Philpot’a 
God worketh inwardly in us, through the blindness of their hearts, that they scaTf - 
persecute Christ’s cross in us, whereby he hath sealed up the truth of his gospel 
by his death unto us, that we by our death (if need be) might confirm the 
same, and never be ashamed, whatsoever torment we do suffer for his name’s 
sake; and our weak brethren, seeing the same, might Be more encouraged to 
take up Christ’s cross, and to follow him. God give us grace to do all things 
to his glory, Amen! 

The world wondereth how we can be merry in such extreme misery; but Experi- 
our God is omnipotent, which turneth misery into felicity. Believe me, dear e“^ 8 of 
sister, there is no such joy in the world as the people of Christ have under the comfort in 
cross. I speak by experience ; therefore believe me, and fear nothing that the 
world can do unto you: for when they imprison our bodies, they set our souls t i 0 n. * C 
at liberty with God; when they cast us down, they lift us up; yea, when they Perse- 
kill us, then do they bring us to everlasting life. And what greater glory can ^ u h 4 “' s 
there be, than to be at conformity with Christ? which afflictions do work in us. they pri- 

God open our eyes to see more and more the glory of God in the cross of £™[™ en ' s 
Jesus Christ, and make us worthy partakers of the same! Let us rejoice in they^et 
nothing with St. Paul, but in the cross of Jesus Christ, by whom the world is their 
crucified unto us, and we to the world. The cross of Christ be our standard to 
fight under for ever! While I am thus talking with you of our common con¬ 
solation, I forget how I trouble you with my rude and inordinate tediousness: 
but you must impute it to love, which cannot quickly depart from them whom 
he loveth, but desireth to pour himself into their bosoms. Therefore, though 
your flesh would be offended (as it might justly be) at such rudeness, yet your 
spirit will say nay, which taketh all things in good part that come of love. 

And now I am departing, yet will I take my leave ere I go, and would fain 
speak somewhat that might declare my sincere love to you for ever: Farewell, 

O elect vessel of the Lord! to the comfort of his afflicted flock: farewell on 
earth, whom in heaven I am sure I shall not forget. Farewell under the cross 
most joyfully; and, until we meet, always remember what Christ saith, “ Be of 
good cheer, for I have overcome the world,” etc. 

God pour his Spirit abundantly upon you, mine own dear bowels in Christ! 
until you may come to see the God of all gods with his elect, in the everlasting 
Sion. I send to you the kiss of peace, with the which I do most entirely take 
my leave of you at this present. It is necessary we depart hence, or else we 
could not be glorified. Your heart is heavy, because I say I must depart from 
you. It is the calling of our merciful Father, wherewithal you are content, and 
so am I. Be of good comfort; hold out your buckler of faith—for by the 
strength thereof we shall shortly meet in eternal glory: to the which Christ 
bring both us, Amen, Amen !—The 10th of December, 1555. 

Death! why should I fear thee? since thou canst not hurt me, but rid me 
from misery unto eternal glory. 

Dead to the world, and living to Christ, your own brother, sealed up in the 
verity of the gospel for ever. 

John Philpot. 

Another Letter written to the same Lady, being a great supporter 

of him. 

I cannot but most heartily give God thanks for these his gifts in you, whose 
brightness many beholding, that are weak, are much encouraged to seek God 
likewise, and to cleave to him, having the ensample of so faithful and constant 
a gentlewoman before their eyes. If the queen of the south shall rise with the 
men of Christ’s generation, and condemn them, for that she came from the end 
of the world to hear the wisdom of Solomon, then shall your sincere and godly 
conversation, thus shining in this dangerous time of the trial of Christ’s people Against 
(being a woman of right worshipful estate and wealthy condition), condemn in the Mat- 
latter day a great many of these faint-hearted gospellers, which so soon be gone 
back and turned from the truth, at the voice of a hand-maiden; seeing that lets. 
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Mary, neither the fear of imprisonment, neither the possession of the world (wherewithal 

-you are sufficiently indued above a great many), can separate you from the love 

A. D. 0 f the truth, which God hath revealed unto you: whereby it appeareth that the 
1555. se ed of God’s word which was sown in you, fell neither in the highway, neither 
among the thorns, neither upon the stones, but upon a good ground, which is 
blessed of God, and bringeth forth fruit with great affliction, a hundred fold, to 
the glory of God and the increase of his church. In consideration whereof 
St James biddeth us highly to rejoice, whensoever we fall into many tempta¬ 
tions, knowing that it is but the trial of our faith, that we might bring forth 
that excellent virtue patience, by the which we are made like to our Redeemer 
Christ, with whom we here being like in suffering, assuredly shall hereafter be 
partakers of his eternal glory. Therefore St. Paul saith, “ God forbid that I 
should glory in any thing but in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” I that 
am under the cross with you (thanks be given to God therefore), have felt in 
the same more true joy and consolation than ever I did by any benefit that God 
hath given me in my life before : for the more the world doth hate us, the nigher 
God is unto us, and there is no perfect joy but in God. Wherefore Christ said, 
“In me ye shall have joy, but in the wcrld affliction.” 1 Blessed be God which 
sendeth us this affliction, that we might perfectly joy in him! For this cause, in 
the ripest time of iniquity, and in the most fervent season of persecution of the 
true church, which Christ in the twenty-first of Luke prophesied to come, he 
willeth us to be of good cheer, and to lift up our heads, for our redemption is 
at hand. 
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O that the Lord would come and deliver us from this world, which is a vale 
of misery, unto his own kingdom, where floweth perpetual joy and consolation. 
And venly that is the true and only joy which is conceived, not of the creature, 
but of the Creator, the which when we do possess, no body can take it away 
from us ; to the which joy all other joys, being compared, are but mournings, 
all delights sorrow, all sweetness sour, all beauty filth, and finally, all other 
things that be counted pleasant, are tediousness. Your own self is better wit¬ 
ness of this than I. Ask yourself, with whom you are best acquainted. Doth 
not the Holy Ghost speak the same in your heart ? Have you not persuaded 
yourself this to be true, before I wrote thereof? For how should you, being a 
woman, and a young gentlewoman, beautiful, and at your own liberty, have 
overcome this your frail kind and age, and despised your excellent beauty and 
estate, unless all those things which be subject to the senses had been counted 
of you vile, and little to be esteemed in comparison of those things which in¬ 
wardly do comfort you to overcome the flesh, the world, and the devil ? 

God increase your joy in all spiritual things, and stablish your hope to the 
day of eternal rest. You have forsaken darkness, and are entered into light; 
God grant the same may shine still in you, until the perfect day come of the 
Lord, in the which is all our consolation! Here we must be darkened, that 
there we may appear as bright as the sun in the face of the whole world, and 
of all them that now condemn us for our well-doing; whose judges then we 
shall be, to their horrible grief, though now wrongfully they judge us. Pray 
heartily, and that often, that God once again for his Christ’s sake would be mer¬ 
ciful to his afflicted church in England. Faithful prayer is the only remedy that 
we have against the fiery darts of the devil, that be kindled against us. By 
prayer the Amalekites shall be overcome, and the roarings of the lion which 
seeketh still to devour us, shall be stopped and put to silence. The Lord stop 
Leviathan’s mouth, that he swallow not up God s silly people, according to his 
expectation 1 

Praise the Lord for the faithful testimony and sacrifice which two of our bre¬ 
thren of late have, through fire, rendered to the truth of the gospel, which now 
triumpheth by the death of godly martyrs. The Lord is at hand, therefore 
watch and pray.—The last of May, 1555. Captive in the King’s Bench. 

Yours, with heart m Christ, John Philpot. 


Another Letter to the godly Lady Vane. 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, increase in your godly heart the 
faith of the gospel, which is your eternal inheritance, and the Holy Ghost com¬ 
fort your spirit with all spiritual consolation, to the day of the Lord, Amen. 

(1) John xvi. 
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I cannot but praise God most highly and earnestly, my dear and faithful lady, for Mary. 
the great and unfeigned love which you bear unto me in Christ, declared often- , T) 
times, as well now as of late, by manifest and liberal tokens. Blessed be God Y,' 1 ;' 
that hath made you so worthy a member in his kingdom: for it cannot he but 
such shall reap with abundance in time of reward, that here do sow so plente- Lady 
ously in well doing ; albeit I am most unworthy to receive any such benefit at 
your hands, as in respect of a pillar of Christ’s church, which am scarce a benefac- 
shadow thereof. But the zeal of Christ’s church in you wisheth me to be such a 
one as the time doth require. God fulfil your desire of me, that I may be found saint s s . 
constant, and no wandering star! I am not worthy of the name of a prophet, or of 
a minister of God’s word, for that I have (being letted by the iniquity of the 
time) little or nothing laboured therein. I am a friend of our common spouse 
Jesus, and do rejoice of the verity of his word, for the which (praised be his 
name) he hath counted me worthy to suffer; and indeed who that giveth “ a 
draught of water in the name of a disciple,” as Christ promised, “ shall lose his 
reward?”' Therefore what your gentleness doth in the name of him, the Lord 
recompense unto you in all his blessings which he is accustomed to pour on 
them which love his flock unfeignediy. 

Good lady, you have to joy that the kingdom of God is thus continually 
before your eyes, and that you are not ashamed of the hands of Christ, 
which you with his people in part do suffer. They may he assured of the glory 
everlasting, which here are not ashamed to take up the cross of Christ, and to 
follow him. Here we must weep and lament, while the world laugheth and 
triumpheth over us; but our tears shall shortly he turned into unspeakable joy, 
and we shall eternally he merry together, when the world shall lament their 
infidelity without end. 

I would I were able to do any thing that might show condign thanks for that 
sincere love you hear unto me in Christ: you adjure me (as it were) by your 
gentle letters to be hold on you in all my needs. I thank God which ceaseth 
not to proride for his, I lack nothing at this present, hut only ability to thank 
your faithful heart for your goodness towards me. 1 love you and not yours, as 
it -is meet Christians to love one another in God ; and your faith which I behold 
in you, is more worth unto me than all your possessions. And I thinkr I shall 
not need long to be chargeable unto you, for that this week I look for commis¬ 
sioners to sit on me ana my fellow-prisoners in prison, lest the spirit of our 
breath might blow further abroad. The will of God he done. We are not so 
good as John the Baptist, which was beheaded in prison. Darkness cannot 
abide the light. Therefore their doings must declare what they are. We are 
as sheep appointed for a sacrifice to the Lord. We must not fear the fire, for 
our Lord is a consuming fire, which will put out the fierceness of raging tor¬ 
ments from us. Be not afraid of them that can kill the body, hut fear him that 
can cast both body and soul into hell fire. God forbid that we should rejoice 
otherwise than in the cross of Christ; and pray that he would make us worthy 
to suffer for his sake. God will have our faith tried and known ; and therefore 
let us willingly humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
gloriously lift us up in his good time. There is none perfectly faithful indeed till A perfect 
he can say with St. Pain, “ I am persuaded that neither death, neither life, 
neither angels, neither princes, nor powers, neither things present, neither he is 
things to come, neither highness, neither lowness, neither any other creature, is known, 
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”* 

This faith God plant both in you and in me immovably. In this faith we have 
to rejoice, and in none other. 

All the tribulations of the world are not worthy of the eternal weight of glory The time 
which is prepared for them that here do with patience abide the cross. Where- 
fore let us be strong with the strength of him that is able to make us strong, ter for a 
and lament the weakness, I might say the infidelity, of our faint gospellers. 

Christ, whom we would pretend to have put upon us, is the strength of God, and ti “ of e 
how then may they he weak where Christ is? We have more to he glad, touching joy. 
ourselves, of this time, than we have had of any time before, in the which 
we have so ready a way to go unto God, and so good occasion to show our duty 
in glorifying his holy name. For if we be imprisoned in this cause, we are 
blessed : if we lose all that we have, we are blessed a hundred fold: if we die, 


(1) "Mark vii. 


(2) Rom. viii. 
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we are blessed eternally; so that in suffering of persecutions, all is full of bless¬ 
ings. Be blessed therefore, O elect lady, of God, with the blessed of God, and 
flee (as you do) the concupiscence of the world. Embrace that which is per¬ 
fect, and joyfully look for the coming and cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, etc. 
Thus desiring God to preserve you to his true peace, and to give you victory of 
that temptation which now is come to try our faith, Christ be with you, and 
bless you both in body and soul; and my prayer shall follow you wheresoever 
you go, as I desire that yours may be with me. The last week I sent your 
beneficence to Oxford: I could not before have a convenient messenger. As 
soon as I have word, you shall be satisfied of your request. Love me as you 
do, and the God of love be with you. The 20th day of August. 

By yours, with all his power in the Lord, John Philpot. 

Another Letter full of Spiritual Consolation to the said Lady. 

The mercy of God the Father, and the consolation of the Holy Ghost, through 
Jesus Christ, be with you, and strengthen you, my dear mother and sister in the 
Lord, in these dangerous days, to the crown of eternal glory, which is now 
offered to all faithful soldiers in the gospel, Amen! 

As your good ladyship doth desire to hear from me, so I am desirous to 
write, as your gentleness and daily goodness bindeth me. But Satan of late 
hath letted me, who envying all good exercises which I have had and received 
by mine easy imprisonment in times past, hath brought me out of the King’s 
Bench into the bishop of London’s coal-house, a dark and an ugly prison as any 
is about London (but my dark body of sin hath well deserved the same, and the 
Lord now hath brought me into outward darkness, that I might the more be 
lightened by him, as he is most present with his children in the midst of dark¬ 
ness), where I cannot be suffered to have any candle-light, neither ink nor 
paper, but by stealth. Wherefore I cannot write to you as I would, neither as 
my duty is. As Christ, my master, was sent from Annas to Caiaphas, so am I 
sent from Winchester diocese to London, I trust, to make a speedy end of my 
course; God give me grace and patience to be afaithful follower of my Master! 
I have been already this seven-night in his coal-house, and have of late been 
four times called to’ mine answer, but hitherto not called to judgment, which I 
do daily look for; but I fear they will prolong me, and try me by strait impri¬ 
sonment awhile, in the which God’s will be done. 

Pray, dear lady, that my faith fault not, which I praise God is presently 
more lively with me than it hath been in times past. I taste and feel the 
faithfulness of God in his promise, who hath promised to be with his in their 
trouble, and to deliver them. I thank the Lord, I am not alone, but have six 
other faithftil companions; who in our darkness do cheerfully sing hymns and 
praises unto God for his great goodness. We are so joyful, that I wish you 
part of my joy; for you that are so careful of my bodily relief, how can I but 
wish your spiritual consolation, and that abundantly ? Let not, dear heart, my 
strait imprisonment any thing molest you; for it hath added, and daily doth, 
unto my joy: but rather be glad and thankful unto God with me, that it hath 
pleased him to make me, most wretched sinner, worthy to suffer any thing for 
his sake. Hitherto we have not resisted unto blood. God make us never to 
count our blood more precious in our eyes than his truth. 

Ah, my dear sister! I thank you again for the last letter you sent me; it is 
a singular comfort unto me, as oft as I read the same. I have it in my bosom, 
and will carry the same even to the stake with me, in witness that Christ hath 
so constant and faithful a lady in England. God succour and keep that spirit 
in you; for it is the very spirit of adoption of the child of God. Such cheerful 
and holy spirits under the cross be acceptable sacrifices in the sight of God; 
for Christ came to cast fire into the earth, and looketh that it should be kindled. 
Be you fervent in spirit in our Christ’s cause, as you have begun, for that is the 
principal spirit wherewithal David desired to be confirmed. Oh how do 1 
rejoice, your ladyship to go arm in arm with me unto Christ or rather before 
me! I cannot but joy of such a worshipful fellow. Me thinketh I see you to 
mourn, and desire to be loosed out of the earthly and frail habitacle 1 of this 
body. Oh how amiable and pleasant is it to dwell in the Lord’s tabernacle! 

(1) “ Htfutacle,” i e. “ habitaculum,” a dwelling place.—E d. 
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Our Christ and his heavenly company look for us : let us haste and run thereto, 
for behold the Lord is ready to embrace us. Mine own bowels in the Lord! 
be merry in the Lord with your afflicted brother, who daily offereth your mer¬ 
ciful alms, which most unworthily I do receive still of you, unto the Lord. But 
now, dear mother, you need not to burden so much yourself (as my last letters 
did signify), for that my chargeable imprisonment is cut off, and a little now 
serveth me: wherefore I pray you send no more until I send to you, for 1 have 
sufficient and abound. God’s peace be with you for ever. 

Out of my lord of London’s coal-house, the last of October, 

Your own, John Philpot. 

Another Letter to the said Lady, wherein partly he complaineth of 
the Dissimulation and Peijury of Englishmen, falling again to the 
Pope, and partly he expresseth his Joy in his Afflictions. 

I cannot hut joy with you, my heartily beloved in Christ, of the fall of Sen¬ 
nacherib : l since it is to the glory of God, and to the consolation of his church, 
to see the fall of their enemies before their face, according as it is written, 

“ The just shall rejoice, when he seeth the vengeance of the wicked.” God 
make this your joy perfect; for as concerning myself, I count not to see those 
good days whereof you have a glimmering in this life. For although the cock¬ 
atrice be dead, yet his pestilent chickens, with the whore of Babylon, still live. 

But a great hope there is of their short confusion, because God doth not prosper 
their doings according to their expectation. Most happy shall he he, whom 
the Lord shall soonest take out of this life, that he may not see the plagues 
which the manifest peijury, and the manifold idolatry and detestable dissimu¬ 
lation (and that of such as do know the truth) do threaten to come. 

The Lord is just, and all unrighteousness displeaseth him, and either here or 
else in another world, he will punish this gross infidelity of the world: but his 
elect, and such as he loveth, will he punish here, that they should not be con¬ 
demned' hereafter with the world eternally. We have nothing so much to 
rejoice in, as in the cross of Jesus Christ, and in that we are partakers of his 
afflictions, which be the earnest-penny of that eternal kingdom, which he upon 
the cross for us hath purchased. For as Paul his faithful witness saith, “ If we 
suffer with him, we shall reign with him: if we die with him, we shall live 
with him.” 

Wherefore, mine own dear bowels ! praise God with me most entirely, that it 
hath pleased him now mercifully to visit the sins of my youth, and my huge 
unthankfulness, and by the same doth give me much consolation, that he 
assureth me of his great goodness and mercy, and tumeth his fatherly castiga¬ 
tion into my crown of glory. O good God! what am I, on whom he should 
show this great mercy ? To Him that is immortal, invisible, and only wise, be 
all honour, praise, and glory there-for, Amen. 

This is the day that the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and be glad in the He ex¬ 
same. This is the way, though it be narrow, which is full of the peace of God, Rj cs j et !\ 
and leadeth to eternal bliss. O how my heart leapeth for joy, that I am so joy which 
near the apprehension thereof! God forgive me mine unthankfulness and un- Goa’s pri- 
worthiness of so great glory. The swords which pierced Mary’s heart in the 
passion of our Saviour, which daily also go through your faithful heart, be more their suf- 
glorious and to be desired than the golden sceptres of this world. O blessed ferin e a - 
be they that mourn in this world to God-ward, for they shall eternally be com-, 
forted! God make my stony heart to mourn more than it doth. I have so Philpot 
much joy of the reward that is prepared for me, most wretched sinner, that never so 
though I be in a place of darkness and mourning, yet I cannot lament; but both Jlh'is i?fe 
night and day am so joyful, as though I were under no cross at all: yea, in all before, 
the days of my life I was never so merry, the name of the Lord be praised 
there-for for ever and ever, and he pardon mine unthankfulness ! Our enemies 
do fret, fume, and gnash their teeth to see and hear that we, under this grievous 
affliction in the world, can be so merry. We are of them counted as desperate 
persons, for the certain hope and feeling which we have of our everlasting sal¬ 
vation. And it is no marvel, for the worldly men cannot perceive the things 
of God; it is mere foolishness and abomination to them. 

(1) By this Sennacherib, he meaneth the death of the bishop of Winchester. 
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GODLY LETTERS OF JOHN PHILPOT, MARTYR. 

Be thankful unto God, mine own dear helper, for his wondrous working in 
his chosen people. Pray instantly that this joy be never taken from us, for it 
passeth all the delights of this world. This is the peace of God which sur- 
mounteth all understanding: this peace the more his chosen be afflicted, the 
more they feel; and therefore cannot faint, neither for fire, neither for water. 
Let us pray for our weak brethren and sisters’ sake, that it may please God to 
alleviate the grievous and intolerable burden of these cruel days. But, touching 
ourselves, let us heartily beseech our Saviour to vouchsafe to give us this glo¬ 
rious gift, to suffer for his gospel’s sake, and that we may think the shame of 
the world to be our glory, as it is indeed. God increase our faith, and open 
our eyes to behold what is prepared for us. I lack nothing, praise he to God ! 
I trust my marriage garment is ready. I will send you my examinations, as 
soon as I can get them written, if you be desirous of them. 

God of his mercy fill your merciful heart with all joy and consolation of the 
hope to come. 

Out of the coal-house, the 19th of November. 

Your own lover, John Philpot. 

A Letter to a Friend of his. Prisoner the same time in Newgate; 
wherein is debated and discussed the matter or question of Infants 
to be Baptized. 

The God of all light and understanding lighten your heart with all true 
knowledge of his word, and make you perfect to the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whereunto you are now called, through the mighty operation of his 
Holy Spirit, Amen. 

I received yesternight from you, dear brother, saint, and fellow-prisoner for 
the truth of Christ’s gospel, a letter, wherein you gently require my judgment 
concerning the baptism of infants; what is the effect thereof. And before I 
do show you what I have learned out of God’s word, and of his true and infal¬ 
lible church touching the same, I think it not out of the matter first to declare 
what vision I had the same night, while musing on your letter I fell asleep, 
knowing that God doth not without cause reveal to his people who have their 
minds fixed on him, special and spiritual revelations to their comfort, as a taste 
of their joy and kingdom to come, which flesh and blood cannot comprehend. 

Being in the midst of my sweet rest, it seemed me to see a great beautiful 
city, all of the colour of azure, and white, four square, in a marvellous beautiful 
composition in the midst of the sky, the sight whereof so inwardly comforted 
me, that I am not able to express the consolation I had thereof, yea the remem¬ 
brance thereof causeth as yet my heart to leap for joy: and as charity is no 
churl, but would others to he partakers of his delight, so methought I called 
to others (I cannot tell whom), and while they came, and we together beheld 
the same, by and by, to my great grief, it vaded away. 

This dream I think not to have come of the illusion of the senses, because it 
brought with it so much spiritual joy, and I take it to be of the working of 
God’s Spirit for the contentation of your request, as he wrought in Peter to 
satisfy Cornelius. Therefore I interpret this beautiful city to be the glorious 
church of Christ, and the appearance of it in the sky, signifieth the heavenly 
state thereof, whose conversation is in heaven, and that, according to the pri¬ 
mitive church which is now in heaven, men ought to measure and judge the 
church of Christ now in earth; for as the prophet David saith, “ The founda¬ 
tions thereof be in the holy hills, and glorious things he spoken of the city of 
God.” 1 And, the marvellous quadrature of the same, I take to signify the 
universal agreement in the same, and that all the church here militant ought 
to consent to the primitive church throughout the four parts of the world, as 
the prophet affirmeth, saying, “ God maketh us to dwell after one manner in 
one house.” And that I conceived so wonderful joy at the contemplation 
thereof, I understand the unspeakable joy which they have that be at unity 
with Christ’s primitive church : for there is joy in the Holy Ghost, and peace 
which passeth all understanding, as it is written in the Psalms : “ As of joyful 
persons, is the dwelling of all them that be in thee.” And that I called others 
to the fruition of this vision, and to behold’ this wonderful city, 1 construe it by 

fl' Psalm lxxxril. 
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the will of God this vision to have come upon me musing on your letter, to the Mary. 
end, that under this figure I might have occasion to move you with many . _ ' 
others, to behold the primitive church in all your opinions concerning faith, 
and to conform yourself in all points to the same, which is the pillar and sta- 
blishment of truth, and teacheth the true use of the sacraments, and having, 
with a greater fulness than we have now, the first-fruits of the Holy Ghost, did 
declare the true interpretation of the Scriptures according to all verity, even 
as our Saviour promised to send them another Comforter, which should teach 
them all truth. 

And since all truth was taught and revealed to the primitive church, which 
is our mother, let us all that be obedient children of God, submit ourselves to 
the judgment of the church for the better understanding of the articles of our 
faith, and of the doubtful sentences of the Scripture. Let us not go about to 
show in us, by following any private man’s interpretation upon the word, 
another spirit than they of the primitive church had, lest we deceive ourselves : 
for there is but one faith and one Spirit, which is not contrary to himself, 
neither otherwise now teacheth us than he did them. Therefore let us believe 
as they have taught us of the Scriptures, and be at peace with them, according 
as the true catholic church is at this day: and the God of peace assuredly will 
be with us, and deliver us out of all our worldly troubles and miseries, and 
make us partakers of their joy and bliss, through our obedience to faith with 
them. 

Therefore God commandeth us in Job, to ask of the elder generation, and to 
search diligently the memory of the fathers: for we are but yesterday’s children, 
and be ignorant, and our days are like a shadow, “ and they shall teach thee,” 
saith the Lord, “ and speak to thee, and shall utter words from their hearts.” 1 
And by Solomon we are commanded, not to reject the direction of our mother.* 

The Lord grant you to direct your steps in all things after her, and to abhor 
contention with her; for as St. Paul writeth, “ If any man be contentious, 
neither we, neither the church of God, hath any such custom.” 3 

Hitherto I have showed you, good brother S., my judgment generally of that 
you stand in doubt and dissent from others, to the which I wish you as mine 
own heart to be conformable, and then doubtless you cannot err, but boldly 
may be glad in your troubles, and triumph at the hour of your death, that you 
shall die in the church of God a faithful martyr, and receive the crown of eter¬ 
nal glory. And thus much have I written upon the occasion of a vision before 
God unfeigned. But that you may not think that I go about to satisfy you proof by 
with uncertain visions only, and not after God’s word, I will take the ground teatimo- 
of your letter, and specially answer to the same by the Scriptures, and by in- g^ nd 
fallible reasons deduced out of the same, and prove the baptism of infants to be tures. 
lawfid, commendable, and necessary, whereof you seem to stand in doubt. 

Indeed if you look upon the papistical synagogue only, which had corrupted 
God’s word by false interpretations, and hath perverted the trueuse of Christ’s “, 0 “ d “ n _ 
sacraments, you might seem to have good handfast of your opinion against the tiquity in 
baptism of infants. But forasmuch as it is of more antiquity, and hath its *“ rch 
beginning from God’s word, and from the use of the primitive church, it must Every 
not in respect of the abuse in the popish church be neglected, or thought not thing 
expedient to be used in Christ’s church. Auxentius, one of the Arians’ sect, thepope™ 
with his adherents, was one of the first that denied the baptism of children, and church is 
next after him Pelagius the heretic, and some others there were in St. Bernard’s 
time, as it doth appear by his writings, and in our days the Anabaptists, an ^ the ’ 
inordinate kind of men stirred up by the devil, to the destruction of the gospel, antiquity 
But the catholic truth delivered unto us by the Scriptures, plainly determineth, £j” eof 
that all such are to be baptized, as whom God acknowledgeth for his people, searched 
and voucheth them worthy of sanctification or remission of their sins.. There- “ du ‘° 
fore since that infants be in the number or scroll of God’s people, and be par- t0 
takers of the promise by their purification in Christ, it must needs follow thereby, the same, 
that they ohght to be baptized as well as those that can profess their faith : for 
we judge the people of God as well by the free and liberal promise of God, as 
by the confession of faith. For to whomsoever God promiseth himself to be 
their God, and whom he acknowledgeth for his, those no man without great 
impiety may exclude from the number of the faithful. But God promiseth that 

m Joh viil. (2) Prov. vi. (3) 1 Cor. xi. - 
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GODLY LETTERS OF JOHN PHILPOT, MARTYR. 

he will not only be the God of such as do profess him, but also of infants, pro¬ 
mising them his grace and remission of sins, as it appeareth by the words of 
the covenant made unto Abraham: “ I will set my covenant between thee and 
me (saith the Lord), and between thy seed after thee in their generations, with 
an everlasting covenant, to be thy God, and the God of thy seed after thee.” 1 
To the which covenant circumcision was added, to be a sign of sanctification as 
well in children as in men; and no man may think that this promise is abro¬ 
gated with circumcision and other ceremonial laws: for Christ came to fulfil 
the promises, and not to dissolve them. 2 Therefore in the gospel he saith of 
infants (that is, of such as yet believed not), “ Let thy little ones come unto me, 
and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 3 Again, “ It is 
not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that any of these little ones do 
perish.” 4 Also, “ He that receiveth one such little child in my name, receiveth 
me.” “ Take heed therefore that ye despise not one of these babes, for I tell you 
their angels do continually see in heaven my Father’s face.” 5 And what may 
be said more plain than this ? It is not the will of the heavenly Father, that the 
infants should perish : whereby we may gather that he receiveth them freely 
unto this grace, although as yet they confess not their faith. Since then that the 
word of the promise, which is contained in baptism, pertaineth as well to chil¬ 
dren as to men, why should the sign of the promise, which is baptism in water, 
be withdrawn from children, when Christ himself commandeth them to be 
received of us, and promiseth the reward of a prophet to those that receive such 
a little infant, as he for an example did put before his disciples? 

Now will I prove with manifest arguments that children ought to be bap¬ 
tized, and that the apostles of Christ did baptize children. The Lord com¬ 
manded his apostles to baptize all nations : 8 therefore also children ought to be 
baptized, for they are comprehended under this word, “ all nations.” Further, 
whom God doth account among the faithful, they are faithful, for it was said to 
Peter, “That thing which God hath purified, thou shalt not say to be common 
or unclean.” 7 But God doth repute children among the faithful : ergo, they 
be faithful—except we had rather to resist God, and seem stronger and wiser 
than he. And without all doubt the apostles baptized those which Christ com¬ 
manded : but he commanded the faithful to be baptized, 8 among the which 
infants be reckoned: the apostles then baptized infants. 

The gospel is more than baptism, for Paul said, “ The Lord sent me to preach 
the gospel, and not to baptize 9 not that he denied absolutely that he was 
sent to baptize, but that he preferred doctrine before baptism, for the Lord com¬ 
manded both to the apostles. But children be received by the doctrine of the 
gospel of God, and not refused: therefore what person being of reason may 
deny them baptism, which is a thing lesser than the gospel ? For in the sacra¬ 
ments be two things to be considered, the thing signified, and the sign; and the 
thing signified is greater than the sign; and from the thing signified in baptism, 
children are not excluded. Who therefore may deny them the sign, which is 
baptism in water ? St. Peter could not deny them to be baptized in water, to 
whom he saw the Holy Ghost given, which is the certain sign of God’s people: 
for he saith in the Acts, “ May any body forbid them to be baptized in water, 
who have received the Holy Ghost as well as we ?’ 10 Therefore St. Peter denied 
not baptism to infants, for he knew certainly, both by the doctrine of Christ, 
and by the covenant which is everlasting, that the kingdom of heaven pertained 
to infants. 

None be received into the kingdom of heaven, but such as God loveth, and 
which are endued with his Spirit: for whoso hath not the Spirit of God, he is 
none of his. But infants be beloved of God, and therefore want not the Spirit 
of God: wherefore if they have the Spirit of God as well as men, if they be 
numbered among the people of God as well as we that be of age, who (I pray 
you) may well withstand children to be baptized with water, m the name of 
the Lord? 11 

The apostles in times past, being yet not sufficiently instructed, did murmur 
against those which brought their children unto the Lord; but the Lord rebuked 
them, and said, “ Let the babes come unto me.” 12 Why then do not these 
rebellious Anabaptists obey the commandment of the Lord ? For what do they 

(1) Gen. xvii. <2) Matt. V. (3) Matt. x. (4) Matt. xix. 

(5) Matt, xviii. (6) Matt, xxviii. (7) Acts x. (8) 1 Cor. i. 

(9) 1 Cor. i. <10) Acta x. (U) Rom. viii. (12) Matt. x. 
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now-a-days else, that bring their children to baptism, than that they did in times Mary. 

past, which brought their children to the Lord; and our Lord received them, - 

and putting his hands on them, blessed them, and both by words and by gentle A.D. 
behaviour towards them, declared manifestly that children be the people of 1555. 
God, and entirely beloved of God. But some will say, “ Why then did not objec- 
Christ baptize them ?” because it is written, “ J esus himself baptized not, but tion. 
his disciples.” 1 

Moreover, circumcision in the old law was ministered to infants : therefore Another 
baptism ought to be ministered in the new law unto children. For baptism is rea8on - 
come in the stead of circumcision, as St. Paul witnesseth, saying to the Colos- 
sians, “ By Christ ye are circumcised with a circumcision which is without 
hands, when ye put oif the body of sin of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ; being buried together with him through baptism. 2 Behold Paul calleth 
baptism the circumcision of a Christian man, which is done without hands, not 
that water may be ministered without hands but that with hands no man any 
longer ought to he circumcised ; albeit the mystery of circumcision do still re¬ 
main in faithful people. To this I may add, that the servants of God were Another 
always ready to minister the sacraments to them for whom they were insti- reason, 
tuted. As for an example, we may behold Joshua, who most diligently 
procured the people of Israel to be circumcised before they entered into the 
land of promise; 3 but since the apostles were the preachers of the word, 
and the very faithful servants of Jesus Christ, who may hereafter doubt that 
they baptized infants, since baptism is in place of circumcision? Item, 
the apostles did attemperate all their doings to the shadows and figures of the Another 
Old Testament; therefore it is certain that they did attemperate baptism reason, 
according to circumcision, and baptized children : because they were under the 
figure of baptism; for the people of Israel passed through the Red Sea, and the 
bottom of the water of Jordan, with their children. And although the chil¬ 
dren be not always expressed, neither the women in the holy Scriptures, yet 
they are comprehended and understood in the same. Also the Scripture evi- Another 
dently telleth us, that the apostles baptized whole families or households: but reason - 
the children are comprehended in a family or household, as the chiefest and 
dearest part thereof: therefore we may conclude, that the apostles did baptize 
infants or children; and not only men of lawful age. And that the house or 
household is taken for man, woman, and child, it is manifest in the seven¬ 
teenth of Genesis, and also in that Joseph doth call Jacob with all his house, 
to come out of the land of Canaan into Egypt. 

Finally, I can declare out of ancient writers, that the baptism of infants hath Argu- 
continued from the apostles’ time unto ours, neither that it was instituted by men,s of 
any councils, neither of the pope, nor of other men, but commanded from the m&ot an- 
Scripture by the apostles themselves. Origen, 4 upon the declaration of St. tiquity. 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, expounding the sixth chapter, saith, “ that the 
church of Christ received the baptism of infants from the very apostles.” St. 

Jerome maketh mention of the baptism of infants, in the third book against the 
Pelagians, and in his Epistle to Leta. St. Augustine reciteth for this purpose Augus- 
a place out of John, bishop of Constantinople, 5 in his first book against Julian, tine, 
chap. 6.; and he again, writing to St. Jerome, 6 saith, “that St. Cyprian 7 , not 
making any new decree, but firmly observing the faith of the church, judged 
with his fellow bishops, that as soon as one was bom, he might be lawfully 
baptized.” The place of Cyprian 6 is to be seen in his Epistle to Fidus. Also Cyprian. 
St. Augustine, in writing against the Donatists, 9 saith, that the baptism of 
infants was not derived from the authority of man, neither of councils, but 
from the tradition or doctrine of the apostles. 

Cyril, upon Leviticus, 10 approveth the baptism of children, and condemneth Cyril, 
the iteration of baptism. These authorities of men I do allege, not to tie the 
baptism of children unto the testimonies of men, but to show how men’s testi¬ 
monies do agree with God’s word, and that the verity of antiquity is on our 
side, and that the Anabaptists have nothing but lies for them, and new ima¬ 
ginations, which feign the baptism of children to be the pope’s commandment. 

(1) Johniv. (2) Col. ii. (3) Josh. v. (4) Origen was two hundred years after Christ. 

(5) St. Augustine, and St. Jerome were four hundred years after Christ. Verba Johannis Con- 
stantinopol. Heb. xi.: it a tovto Kai ra rratita ySawTifouev, Katrot au.aprrtu.ara oitK %x°rra. 

(ft) Epist 28. [now 166. cap. 8. § 23.] 

(?) Cyprian was two hundred and fifty years after Christ. 

(8) Cypr. ad Fidum Epist edit. Pam. No. 59; edit. Oxon. 64.— Ed. 

(9) In book iv. chap. 23 and 24. (10) I.evit. viii. 
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After this will I answer to the sum of your arguments for the contrary. The 
■ first, which includeth all the rest, is, It is written, “ Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the glad tidings to all creatures. He that believeth and is bap- 
. tized, shall he saved; but he that believeth not, shall be damned,” etc. 

To this I answer, that nothing is added to God’s word by the baptism of chil¬ 
dren, as you pretend, but that is done which the same word doth require; for 
that children are accounted of Christ in the gospel among the number of such as 
believe, as it appeareth by these words, “ He that offendeth one of these little 
babes which believe in me, it were better for him to have a mill-stone tied 
about his neck, and to be cast into the bottom of the sea.” 1 Where plainly 


Right¬ 
eousness 

and ac- . x . . 

ceptation, Christ calleth such as be not able to confess their faith, believers, because of 
imp”uta- y his mere £. race he reputeth them for believers. And this is no wonder so to 
tion and be taken, since God imputeth faith for righteousness unto men that be of riper 
age: for both in men and children, righteousness, acceptation, sanctification, 
is of mere grtice and by imputation, that the glory of God’s grace might be 
praised. 

And that the children of faithful parents are sanctified, and among such as 
do believe, is apparent in 1 Cor. vii. And whereas you do gather by the order of 
the words in the said commandment of Christ, that children ought to be taught 
before they be baptized, and to this end vou allege many places out of the Acts 
proving that such as confessed their faith first, were baptized after: I answer, 
that if the order of words might weigh any thing in this cause, we have the 
Scripture that maketh as well for us; for in St. Mark we read, 8 that John did 
baptize in the desert, preaching the baptism of repentance. In the which place 
we see baptizing go before, and preaching to follow after. And also I will 
declare this place of Matthew, exactly considered, to make for the use of 
baptism in children; for St. Matthew hath it written in this wise : “ All power 
is given me,” saith the Lord, “ in heaven and in earth, therefore, going forth, 
pa6riTcv<raTe," 3 that is, “ disciple ye ” (as I may express the signification of the 
word), that is, make or gather to me disciples of all nations. And following, 
he declareth the way how they should gather to him disciples out of all nations, 
“ baptizing them and teachingby baptizing and teaching ye shall procure a 
church to me. And both these aptly and briefly severally he setteth forth, say¬ 
ing, “ baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you.”*, Now then baptism goeth before doctrine. 

But hereby I do not gather that the Gentiles, which never heard any thing 
„ He thit before of God, and of the Son of God, and of the Holy Ghost, ought to be 
believeth baptized, neither they would permit themselves to be baptized before they 
and is ^ knew to what end; but this I have declared to show you upon how feeble 
S|!?Md. d f oun< J ation the Anabaptists be grounded. And plainly it is not true which they 
imagine of this text, that the Lord did only command such to be baptized 
whom the apostles had first of all taught; neither here verily is signified who 
only be to be baptized: but he speaketh of such as be at perfect age, and of 
the first foundations of faith, and of the church to be planted among the Gen¬ 
tiles, which were as yet rude and ignorant of religion. Such as be of age may 
hear, believe, and confess, that which is preached and taught, but so cannot 
infants: therefore we may justly collect, that he speaketh here nothing of 
infants or children. But for all this they ought not to be excluded from bap¬ 
tism. It is a general rule, “ He that doth not labour must not eatbut who 
is so barbarous that might think hereby, that children should be famished? 

The Lord sent his apostles, at the beginning of his setting up of his true reli¬ 
gion, unto all nations—unto such as were both ignorant of Goa, and were out of 
the covenant of God: and truly such persons it behoved not first to be bap¬ 
tized, and afterward taught; but first to be taught, and after baptized. If at 
this day we should go to the Turks, to convert them to the faith of Christ, 
verily first we ought to teach them, and afterward baptize such as would yield 
to be the servants of Christ. Likewise the Lord himself in time past did, when 


_past <_, _ 

first he renewed the covenant with Abraham, and ordained circumcision to be a 
seal of the covenant after that Abraham was circumcised. But he, when he 
perceived the infants also to pertain to the covenant, and that circumcision was 
the sealing up of the covenant, did not only circumcise Ishmael his son, that 


(1) Matt, xviii. 


(3)*Matt. 


(2) Mark i. 


(4) Ibid. 
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vas thirteen years of age, but all other infants that were born in his house, Mary, 
among whom we reckon Isaac. 1 . 

Even so faithful people which were converted from heathen idolatry by the 
preaching of the gospel, and confessing the faith, were baptized: when they 
understood their children to be counted among the people of God, and that bap- why chil- 
tism was the token of the people of God, they procured also their children to be ^ren rf 
baptized. Therefore, as it is written, “Abraham circumcised all the male children 
of his house.” Semhlably we read in the acts and writings of the apostles, that be receiv- 
after the master of the house was turned to the faith, all the whole house was 
baptized. And as concerning those which of old time were compelled to con¬ 
fess their faith before they received baptism, which were called ‘ catechumeni,’* 
they were such as with our forefathers came from the Gentiles into the church, 
whom being yet rude of faith they did instruct in the principles of their belief, 
and afterward they did baptize them: but the same ancient fathers, notwith¬ 
standing, did baptize the children of faithful men, as I have already partly 
declared. 

And because you do require a hasty answer of your letter of one that is but 
a dull writer, 1 am here enforced to cease particularly to go through your letter 
in answering thereto, knowing that I have fully answered every part thereof, in 
that I have already written, although not in such order as it had been meet, and 
as I purposed. But forasmuch as I understand that you will be no contentious 
man, neither in this matter, neither in any other, contrary to the judgment of 
Christ’s true primitive church, which is the body and fulness of Christ, I desire 
you in the entire love of him, or rather Christ desireth you by me (that your joy 
may be perfect, whereto you are now called), to submit your judgment to that 
church, and to be at peace and unity in the same; that the coat of Christ, 
which ought to be without seam, but now, alas! most miserably is tom in 
pieces by many dangerous sects and damnable opinions, may appear by you 
in no part to have been rent, neither that any giddy head in these dog-days, 
might take an ensample by you to dissent from Christ’s true church. I 
beseech thee, dear brother in the gospel, follow the steps of the faith of the 
glorious martyrs in the primitive church, and of such as at this day follow the 
same : decline from them neither to the right hand nor to the left. Then shall 
death, be it never so bitter, be more sweet than this life; then shall Christ with 
all the heavenly Jerusalem triumphantly embrace your spirit with unspeakable 
gladness and exaltation, who in this earth was content to join your spirit with 
their spirits, according as it is commanded by the word, that the spirit of the 
prophets should be subject to the prophets. 3 One thing ask with David ere you 
depart, and require the same, that you may dwell with a full accord in his 
house, for there is glory and worship : and so, with Simeon in the temple em¬ 
bracing Christ, depart in peace. To the which peace Christ bring both you and 
me, and all our loving brethren that love God in the unity of faith, by such 
ways as shall please him, to his glory! Let the bitter passion of Christ, which , 
he suffered for your sake, and the horrible torments which the godly martyrs of 
Christ have endured before us, and also the inestimable reward of your life to 
come, which is hidden yet a little while from you with Christ, strengthen, com¬ 
fort, and encourage you to the end of that glorious race which you are in. 

Amen. 4 

Your yoke-fellow in captivity for the verity of Christ’s gospel, to live and 
die with you in the unity of faith. J ohn Philpot. 


Divers other letters were written by master Philpot to divers, but 
these as most principal I have excerpted and inserted: amongst which 
I thought here, not much impertinent to the place, to adjoin another 
certain letter of a godly and zealous gospeller (whose name in her 
writing doth not appear), who, in defending and commending the 
quarrel of this master John Philpot, Christ’s most famous and 

(1) In the first converting of infidels, believing ought to go before baptizing: but where faith is 

received, God’s grace and sacraments go not by age, but as well be children of the faithful received, 
as the fathers. . ^ 

(2) “ Catechumeni," is as much to say, young novices and beginners in Christ s faith. 

(3) 1 Cor. xiv. 

(4) Concerning the party to whom this letter was written, note that he was converted, and after* 
ward died in the same faith as this letter did persuade him. 
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Mary worthy martyr, was therefore troubled and brought before bishop 
A Bonner; and therefore being appointed by the said bishop to appear 

1556 . upon a certain day to answer for herself, indeed kept not her day 
with the bishop, but instead of her appearance sent him this letter 
here following. 

A godly Letter addressed to Bishop Bonner, reproving his cruelty. 

‘ Woe be unto the idolatrous shepherds ” of England, “ that feed themselves. 
Should not the shepherds feed the flock? But ye have eaten the fat, ye have 
clothed you with the wool. The best fed have ye slain, but the flock have 
ye not nourished ; the weak have ye not holden up, the sick have you not 
healed, the broken have you not bound together, the out-casts have ye not 
brought again, the lost have ye not sought, but churlishly and cruelly have 
ye ruled them.” Ezek. xxxiv. 

Forasmuch, my lord, as my business is such that I cannot come to your lord- 
ship, according to my promise, I have been so bold to write these few words 
unto you, partly to excuse mine absence, and partly to answer your lordship’s 
demands at my last most happy departure from you. As touching the 
breach of my promise with you, in not coming again at the hour appointed, your 
lordship shall understand that I take the counsel of the angel, which warned the 
wise men not to come again to Herod, according to their promise, but to turn 
home again another way. Now, my lord, I perceiving your lordship to be a 
more cruel tyrant than ever was Herod, and more desirous to destroy Christ in 
his poor members than ever he was, who, to destroy Christ, killed his own 
son, I thought good to take the angel’s counsel, and to come no more at you : 
for I see that you are set all in a rage, like a ravening wolf against the poor 
lambs of Christ, appointed to the slaughter for the testimony of the truth. In¬ 
deed you are called the common cut-throat and general slaughter-slave to all 
the bishops of England; and therefore it is wisdom for me and all other simple 
sheep of the Lord, to keep us out of your butcher’s stall as long as we can ; 
especially seeing that you have such store already, that you are not able to 
drink all their blood, lest you should break your belly : and therefore let them 
lie still, and die for hunger. Therefore, my lord, I thought it good to tarry a 
time until your lordship’s stomach were come to you a little better ; for I do per¬ 
ceive by your great fat cheeks, that you lack no lamb’s flesh yet, and belike you 
are almost glutted with supping so much blood, and therefore you will let some of 
the leanest die in prison, which will then be meat good enough for your barking 
beagles, Harpsfield and his fellows. But yet, my lord, it were a great deal more 
for your lordship’s honour, if your chaplains might have the meat roasted in 
Smithfield at the fire of the stake, yea, and when it is something fat and fair¬ 
liking ; for now they have nothing but skin and bones, and if the dogs come 
hastily to it, they may chance shortly to be choaked; and then your hunting 
will be hindered greatly, if it be not altogether marred. I hear say, my lord, 
that some of the butcherly curs came of late to my house to seek their prey, and 
that they go round about the city (as David saith) grinning, and grudging that 
they have not meat enough: therefore belike they have killed my poor brethren 
and sisters that have lain so long upon the butcherly stall, and eaten them up : 
for I hear say their friends could not be suffered to see them these three days 
and more. Therefore I perceive now, that if I had come again according to 
my promise, your lordship, like a ravening wolf, or else some of your hell¬ 
hounds, would quickly have worried me : but I see well my appointed time is 
not yet come, therefore I will yet live and thank Him for my deliverance, with 
continual songs of laud and praise. Thus have I been bold to trouble your 
lordship with telling you the truth, and the very cause that I came not to you 
again according to my unpurposed promise. I trust your lordship will take this 
in good part, and accept it as a lawful excuse; and not doubting but your lord- 
ship would have done the like, if you had been in my case. 

Now as concerning the second part that caused me to write unto your lord- 
ship, which is to answer unto your subtle, or rather cruel, demand of my judg¬ 
ment of the death of that blessed martyr of Christ Jesus, good master John 
Philpot, I will answer your lordship simply and plainly, what peril soever shall 
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Mary. 


come thereof. Truly, my lord, I do not only think, but I am also most certain 
and sure, that he, as a very man of God, died a true martyr and constant con¬ 
fessor of his dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom he did most faithfully A.D. 
commit his sweet soul, who will surely keep the same with him in joy for 
evermore. Also, my lord, I do verily believe and know that your lordship hath 
committed a horrible and most cruel murder in the unjust condemning and 
killing of him; and that you shall make as heavy an account for his blood, 
which shortly shall be required at your hand, as ever your great grandfather 
cruel Cain did or shall do for his innocent brother Abel. Moreover, because I 
am credibly informed that your lordship doth believe, 1 and have in secret said, 
that there is no hell, I certify you, that your lordship did never any thing in all 
your life that so much did redound to your lordship’s dishonour and perpetual 
shame and infamy, as your killing the body of this blessed prophet doth ; 
especially seeing that he was none of your diocese, nor had offended any of 
your lordship’s devilish and cruel laws. Verily I hear almost every body say 
in all places where I come, that yoqr lordship is made the common slaughter- 
slave to all your fellow bite-sheeps (bishops, I would say); yea, the very papists 
themselves begin now to abhor your bloodthirstiness, and speak shame of your 
tyranny. Like tyranny, believe me my lord, every child that can any whit 
speak, can call you by your name and say, “ Bloody Bonner is bishop of 
London and every man hath it as perfectly upon his fingers’ ends, as his Pater¬ 
noster, how many you, for your part, hav/e burned with fire, and famished in 
prison : they say, the whole sum surmounteth to forty persons within this three 
quarters of this year. Therefore, my lord, though your lordship believeth that 
there is neither heaven nor hell, nor God nor devil, yet if your lordship love 
your own honesty, which was lost long agone, you were best to surcease from 
this cruel burning of true Christian men, and also from murdering of some in 
prison ; for that indeed offendeth men’s minds most; yea, even your old friends, 
the rankest papists that be. For, say they, Felix the heathen ruler did not 
forbid Paul’s friends to visit him in prison, and to bring him necessary relief; 
and therefore it is a very great shame and sin, to see a bishop that beareth the 
name of a Christian, to be more cruel upon his poor brethren, than a heathen, 

Turk, or infidel. This is men’s sayings in every place, not only of this realm, 
but also of the most part of the world, and the common talk they have of your 
lordship ; therefore I thought to be bold so with your lordship, as to tell you of 
it, though perchance you will give me but small thanks for my labour. Well, 
as for that, I put it to your lordship’s choice, for I have as much already as I 
look for. 

Finally, my lord, I will give you to understand, that the death of this con¬ 
stant martyr and valiant soldier of Jesus Christ hath given a greater shake 
towards the overthrowing of your papistical kingdom, than you shall ever be 
able to recover again these seven years, do the best you can, and set as many 
crafty daubers to patch it up with untempered clay as you will; yea, though 
prating Pendleton, that wicked apostate, apply all his wily wits to help them. 

Verily, my lord, by all men’s reports, his blessed life could never have done the 
like sorrow to Satan’s synagogue, whereof some say your lordship is a mighty 
member, as his happy death hath done. You have broken a pot indeed, but 
the precious nard contained therein is so notably therewithal shed abroad, that 
the sweet savour thereof hath wonderfully well refreshed all the true household 
or congregation of Christ, that they cannot abide any more the stinking savour 
of your filthy ware that came from the dunghill of Rome, though your lord¬ 
ship’s Judases do set them to sale every where to fill your bags. I put your 
lordship out of doubt, that if you do break any more such pots, you will mar 
your own market altogether: for I promise you, most men begin to mislike your 
devilish doings, and wonderfully to loathe your popish pedlary wares. 

Thus have I (according to your lordship’s commandments) showed you 
simply what I think of that good man’s death, whose blood crieth for vengeance 
against your lordship’s butcherly bloody proceedings in the ears of the Lord of 
hosts, who will shortly avenge the same upon your pilled pate, and upon the 
rest of all your poll-shorn brethren, the very marked cattle of the great anti¬ 
christ of Rome. The measure of your iniquity is filled up to the brim, therefore 
will God shortly pour in double unto your deserved destruction. And then I, 


(1) Your deeds declare and bear witness to the same. 
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Mary, when your new-made proselytes will be glad to cover their crowns with cow- 
■ — dung (saving your lordship's reverence, I should have said first)—Well, I rather 

-A‘ "• desire their conversion than contusion; the Lord send the one of them shortly, as 
may be most to his glory. Amen. 

I signify also unto your lordship, that the railing words which your lying 
preacher showed forth of his filthy fountain upon Sunday against the dear ser¬ 
vant of God, good master Philpot, do greatly redound to your lordship’s dis¬ 
honesty, and much deface your spiritual honour. Verily I see that the great 
wrath of God hath so blinded your eyes, that you see not what is with you, nor 
what is against you, but still you vomit out your own shame, and make all the 
world wonder upon you. Was it not enough for you to condemn him most 
unjustly, yea contrary to your own laws, and to kill his innocent body most 
tyrannously, but you must also set a lying limb of the devil to blaspheme, slan¬ 
der, and belie him now he is dead ? O viperous generation, seed of the serpent, 
and right children of the devil! Full well do you counterfeit your father’s steps, 
whom Christ calleth a murderer, and a liar from the beginning; which two things 
be the only weapons of your war, wherewith you maintain all your mischief, that 
is to say, lying and murder. For those whom ye cannot overcome with your 
lying persuasions, them you kill most cruelly, and then blaspheme and belie 
them with railing sentences when they are dead. But all this will not blind the 
people of God, nor yet make them any whit the less believe the truth, nor abate 
their love from the true preachers thereof; yea, it is a true sign and a token 
that they are the very disciples of Christ, for he hath said, “ Blessed are ye when 
men revile you, and say all manner of evil sayings against you for my name’s 
sake: rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven.” And doubt¬ 
less great is that good man’s reward in heaven by this time, as your lordship’s 
damnation shall be great in hell, except you repent and surcease from shedding 
innocent blood. But it is to be feared your heart is hardened as Pharaoh’s was, 
seeing that with Judas ye have sold and betrayed your Master. Take heed, my 
lord, lest you come to the same end, or a worse than he did; for verily I cannot 
perceive how you should escape it long. Therefore say not but a woman gave 
you warning, if you list to take it. And as for the obtaining of your popish 
purpose in suppressing the truth, I put you out of doubt, you shall not obtain it 
so long as you go this way to work as ye do: for verily I believe that you have 
lost the hearts of twenty thousand that were rank papists within this twelve 
months. 

It is found very true that one holy doctor saith, “ The blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the gospel; when one is put to death, a thousand do rise for 
him.” And that this is true, you may well perceive by the hearty love that the 
people showed unto good master Philpot at his going to his death. They went 
not about to make an idol of him, as your adder’s brood would bear men in 
hand: but they worshipped God, which gave such strength to his dear child, to 
die so constantly for the testimony of his truth, unto the utter destruction of 
that detestable idolatry which your lordship doth most devilishly maintain with 
the force of fire, faggots, and sword: yea, and rather than fail, to famish men 
in prison again, as ye have done already. It is reported of your own tormen¬ 
tors, that the six prisoners that you have in your prison, be put in six several 
places all the day, and every night brought together, and set in the stocks. 
Forsooth, my lord, this doth get you a foul name all abroad the country, and 
yet all will not help your lordship’s pestilent purpose, but every way hinder the 
same ; for Zerubbabel will be found no liar, which said, “ The trutn shall have 
victory.” You do but strive against the stream, and kick against the prick. 
The Lord doth laugh your doings to scorn, and will bring all your counsels and 
devices to nought (as knoweth the Lord God), who of nis great mercy shortly 
convert your lordship, or utterly confound you, and get his name a glory over 
you. Amen ! 

Your lordship’s orator, who prayeth daily to God that he may reward 
you according to your deeds. Anno 1556. 



THE STORY OF SEVEN MARTYRS. 


€J )t <S>tocp of &eben JEtartpcg buffering togetfjer at HonDon, for tfje - 
Ce£timonp of £fjr#t’£ <©o;5peI. 3|an. 27, Unno 1550. 

The catholic prelates of the pope’s band, being as yet not satis¬ 
fied with this their one year’s bloody murdering of the reverend, 
learned, and principal members of Christ’s church (whereof there 
were now very few which either were not consumed by most cruel 
fire, or else, for the avoiding of their popish rage, compelled to fly 
their natural country), continued still this next year also, which was 
anno 1556, in no less cruelty towards the poor, simple, and inferior 
sort of people (I mean in degree, though God be praised, not in stead¬ 
fastness), having yet sometimes amongst them such as were both 
learned and of good estimation, as in continuance of this story shall 
appear. Wherefore, as the first fruits thereof, to begin this year 
withal, about the 27th day of January were burned in Smithfield at 
London these seven persons hereafter following, to wit: Thomas 
Whittle, priest; Bartlet Green, gentleman ; John Tudson, artificer; 
John Went, artificer ; Thomas Browne ; Isabel Foster, wife ; Joan 
Warne, alias Lashford, maid. 

All which seven, as they were burned together in one fire, so were 
they likewise all upon one sort and form of articles condemned in 
one day. Howbeit, forasmuch as the gifts of God in them were 
diverse (some more abounding in knowledge than others), their dealings 
withal were also diverse, as shall be more plainly perceived in the 
discoursing of their several processes hereafter following. And there¬ 
fore, for the better understanding hereof, I will first (by the leave of 
the Lord), passing over their private articles and examinations had at 
sundry times in the bishop’s house, set forth their general examina¬ 
tions in the public consistory, upon the bishop’s articles there mini¬ 
stered unto them ; with their answers also unto the same, according 
as they all agreed after one manner and sort together, as here by the 
words both of the articles, and their answers underwritten, may 
appear. 

THE FORM AND WORDS OF BONNEr’s ARTICLES MINISTERED 
TO THE SEVEN PERSONS ABOVE-MENTIONED IN HIS 
CONSISTORY, WITH THEIR ANSWERS. 

And first, to behold the manner of speech in these bishops, sitting 
in their majesty to terrify the ears of the simple withal, let us hear 
the pontifical phrase of this bishop, beginning in this sort:—■ 

* The within written articles, and everich of them, and every part and parcel of 
them, we Edmund, by the permission of God Bishop of London, do object 
and minister to thee Thomas Whittle, etc. of our mere office, for thy soul’s 
health, and for the reformation of thine offences and misdemeanours, mon¬ 
ishing thee in the virtue of obedience, and under the pains of both censures 
of the church, and also of other pains of the law, to answer fully, plainly, 
and truly to all the same. 

1. First, that thou, N., hast firmly, steadfastly, and constantly believed in 
times past, and so dost now believe at this present, that there is here in earth a 
catholic church; in the which catholic church the faith and religion of Christ 
is truly professed, allowed, received, kept, and retained, of all faithful and true 
Christian people. 
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Answer 
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2. Item, That thou, the said N., in times past hast also believed, and so dost 
believe at this present, that there are in the catholic church seven sacraments, 
instituted and ordained by God, and by the consent of the holy church allowed, 
approved, received, kept and retained. 

3. Item, That thou, the said N., wast in times past baptized in the faith and 
belief of the said catholic church, professing by thy godfathers and godmother, 
the faith and religion of Christ, and the observation thereof, renouncing there the 
devil and all hispomps and works; and was then and there by the said sacrament 
of baptism incorporate to the catholic church, and made a faithful member 
thereof, and wast in the unity and fellowship of the said catholic church. 

4. Item, That thou, the said N., coming to the age of fourteen years, and so 
to the age of discretion, didst not depart from the said profession, religion, and 
faith, nor didst mislike any part of the same faith or doings ; but didst, like a 
faithful Christian person, abide and continue in all the same by the space of 
certain years, ratifying, allowing, and confirming all the same. 

5. Item, That thou, the said N., notwithstanding the premises, hast of late 
(that is to say, within these two years last past), within the city and diocese of 
London, swerved and gone away at the least way from some part of the said 
catholic faith and religion : and amongst other things thou hast misliked and 
earnestly spoken against the sacrifice of the mass, the sacrament of the altar, 
and the unity of the church, railing and maligning the authority of the see of 
Rome, and the faith observed and kept in the same, and hast not been penitent 
and sorry for thine offenses therein. 

6. Item,That thou, the said N., hast heretofore refused, and so dost refuse at this 
present, to be reconciled again to the unity of.the church, knowledging and con¬ 
fessing the authority of the said see of Rome to be lawful and good, and likewise the 
faith and the religion that hath been and isallowed, observed, andkept in the same. 

7. Item, That thou, the said N., misliking and not allowing the sacrifice of 
the mass and the sacrament of the altar, hast both refused to come to thy 
parish church to hear mass, and to receive the said sacrament; and hast also 
expressly said, that in the said sacrament of the altar, there is not the very body 
and blood of our Saviour Christ, really, substantially, and truly; but hast 
affirmed expressly that the mass is idolatry and abomination, and that in the. 
sacrament of the altar there is none other substance, but only material bread, and 
material wine, which are tokens of Christ’s body and blood only, and that the sub¬ 
stance of Christ’s body and blood is in nowise in the said sacrament of the altar. 

8. Item, That thou, the said N., being convented and called before certain 
judges or commissioners appointed by the King and Queen’s Majesties for thy 
disorder herein, and being found obstinate, wilful, and heady, wast by their 
commandment sent unto me and my prison, to be examined by me, and process 
to be made against thee for thy offence herein. 

9. Item, That all and singular the premises have been and be true and 
manifest, and thyself not only infamed and suspected thereof, but also culpable 
therein ; and by reason of the same, thou wast and art of the jurisdiction of me, 
Edmund, bishop of London; and before me, accordingly to the order of the ecclesi¬ 
astical laws, art to be convented: and also by me to be punished and reformed. 

Here follow likewise their answers, in general, made to the articles 
above rehearsed. 

Answers to Bonner’s Articles. 

And first, concerning the first article, on believing there is a catholic church 
—to the first article they, altogether agreeing, affirmed the same to be true: 
John Tudson, and Thomas Browne, further adding, that the church of England, 
as it was at that present used, was no part of the true catholic church. 

Concerning the second article, that there be in the church seven sacraments— 
they answered, that they acknowledged but only two sacraments in Christ’s 
catholic church; that is to say, baptism, and the supper of the Lord: John 
Went and Tudson affirming, that the sacrament of the altar, as it is used, is an 
idol, and no sacrament at alL 

Concerning the third article, that they were first baptized in the faith of the 
catholic church, professing by their godfathers the profession of the same, &c.— 
they all agreed, and confessed it to be true, that they were baptized in the faith 
of Christ, and of the church then taught; and afterward, during the time of 
king Edward the sixth, they, hearing the gospel preached, and the truth 



WITH THEIR ANSWERS AND ARTICLES. 


717 


opened, followed the order of the religion and doctrine then used and set Mary. 
forth in the reign of the said king Edward. » t. 

Concerning the fourth article, that they for the space of certain years did 

ratify or allow, and not depart from any part of the profession of the same-1. 

church—to this fourth article they granted also and agreed: John Went Fourth 
adding moreover, that about seven years past, he (then being about twenty artIcl “ 
years of age) began to mislike certain things used in the church of England, as 
the ministration of the sacrament of the altar; likewise all the ceremonies of 
the said church: and did likewise at that present time mislike the same as 
they were used, although his godfathers and godmother promised for him the 
contrary. 

John Tudson added also in much like sort, and said, that when he came to 
the years of discretion, that is about nine years past (being about eighteen 
years of age), he did mislike the doctrine and religion then taught and set 
forth in the church of England, saving in king Edward’s time, in whose time 
the gospel was truly set forth. And further said, that the doctrine set forth in 
the queen’s reign was not agreeable to God’s word, nor yet to the true catholic 
church that Christ speaketh of. 

Isabel Foster with other granted, adding likewise, and saying to the said 
four articles, that she continued in the same faith and religion which she was 
baptized in, after she came to the years of discretion, as other common people 
did; howbeit, blindly and without knowledge, till the reign of king Edward the 
sixth : at which time she, hearing the gospel truly preached and opened to the 
people, received thereupon the faith and religion then taught and set forth. 1 

Concerning the fifth article, that they of late years have swerved and gone Fifth 
away, misliked and spoken against the profession of the same church, at least artlcle - 
some part thereof, especially the sacrifice of the mass, the sacrament of the 
altar, and the authority of the church of Rome—they answered the same to be 
true, according to the contents thereof: Thomas Whittle adding moreover, 
that he had swerved and gone away, and not in whole but in part, not from 
the whole catholic church, but from the church of Rome, in speaking against 
the mass, the sacrifice thereof, and the see of Rome. 

Joan Lashford (alias Joan Wame), granting with the other to the said article, 
addeth moreover, that she never hitherto swerved or went away, nor yet doth, 
from any part of Christ’s catholic faith and religion. But saith, that from the 
time she was eleven years of age, she hath misliked the sacrifice of the mass, 
the sacrament of the altar, and the authority of the see of Rome, with the doc¬ 
trine thereof, because they be against Christ’s catholic church, and the right 
faith of the same. 

Bartlet Green, answering with the other to this article, addeth and saith, that 
he swerved not from the catholic faith, but only from the church of Rome, &c. 2 

Concerning the sixth article, that they refuse to be reconciled to the unity of Sixth 
the said church of Rome—they answer and confess the same to be true, ren- ar ^ c J, e a ' 
dering the cause thereof, because (say they) the same church and doctrine, -tholic 
therein set forth and taught, disagreeth from the unity of Christ’s word, and 
the true catholic faith, etc. church of 

Whereunto Bartlet Green answered, that he is contented to be reconciled to Rome, 
the unity of Christ’s catholic church, but not of the church of Rome. things! 1 

In like manner added also John Went. 

Concerning the seventh article, that they refuse to come to hear mass, and to Seventh 
receive the said sacrament, calling it an idol, etc.—they answer, and confess jj^mass 
the contents thereof to be true, giving withal the reason and cause of this their dissonant 
so doing: for that the mass with the sacrament thereof, as it was then used and 
set forth in the church of England,, is dissonant to the word and teaching of the the g0 ° s . 
people, etc. !*|j a ? d 

John Went furthermore said, as concerning the mass, that he believeth no idolatry, 
less but the mass which he calleth the supper of the Lord, as it is now used in 
the realm of England, is naught, full of idolatry, and against God’s word, so far 

(1) The faith which they were baptized in, was in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, believing the articles of the creed, with promise made to abrenounce the devil, the flesh, 
and the world, of the which faith their godfathers and godmothers were sureties for them, and in 
this faith they continue still. As for other ceremonies and abuses of the church, they never made 
any promise in their baptism. 

(2) To swerve from the corruptions of the see of Rome, and sacrifice of the mass, is not to go 
from the catholic church of Christ. 
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THE STORY OF THOMAS WHITTLE. 

as he seeth it. Howbeit, he saith that since the queen’s coronation, by chance 
he hath been present where the mass hath been said, whereof he is sorry. 

Isabel Foster also, answering to the said articles, with the other before, con¬ 
fessed moreover, that since queen Mary’s reign she hath not heard mass, nor 
received the sacrament, hut hath refused to come in place where it was mini¬ 
stered : for she knoweth no such sacrament to be. And being demanded of her 
belief in the same, she saith, that there is but only material bread, and material 
wine, and not the real substance of the body of Christ in the same sacrament: 
for so she hath been taught to believe by the preachers in the time of king 
Edward, whom she believeth to have preached the truth in that behalf. 

Concerning the eighth article, that they were sent by the commissioners to 
the bishop to be examined and imprisoned—they grant the same and the con¬ 
tents thereof to be so: Thomas Whittle adding and affirming, that the lord 
chancellor that then was, sent him up to the bishop there present. 

Bartlet Green added, that he was sent up to the said bishop, but for no 
offence herein articulate. 

John Went said, that Dr. Story, queen Mary’s commissioner, examined him 
upon the sacrament; and because he denied the real presence, he [Dr. Story] 
presented this examinate to the bishop. 

John Tudson likewise examined by master Cholmley and Dr. Story, upon 
the same matters, and for not coming to the church, and accused by the same, 
because he would not agree to them, was sent to the bishop. 

Thomas Brown also said, that he, for not coming to the church of St. Bride’s, 
was brought by the constable to the bishop, etc. 

Joan Warne 1 confessed that she was sent by Dr. Story to th‘e bishop of Lon¬ 
don, about twelve weeks ago; since which time she hath continued with the 
said bishop. 

Concerning the ninth article—they confess and say, that as they believe the 
premises before by them confessed to be true, so they deny not the same to be 
manifest, and that they be of-the jurisdiction of London. 2 

And thus having expressed their articles, with their answers jointly 
made unto the same, it remaineth further more fully to discourse the 
stories and handling of all the seven aforesaid martyrs severally and 
particularly by themselves, first beginning with Thomas Whittle. 

dTfje &torp of all tljeste geben i&flrtpr£, particularly De£mbeb, in 
order fjcre follotnetlj; 

AND FIRST OF THOMAS WHITTLE, WHO, FIRST RECANTING, THEN 
RETURNING AGAIN, WITH GREAT CONSTANCY AND FORTI¬ 
TUDE STOOD TO THE DEFENCE OF CHRIST’S DOCTRINE 
AGAINST THE PAPISTS, TO THE FIRE. 

In the story of master Philpot, mention was made before, of a 
married priest, whom he found in the coal-house at his first coming 
thither, in heaviness of mind and great sorrow, for recanting the doc¬ 
trine which he had taught in king Edward’s days, whose name was 
Thomas Whittle of Essex; and thus lieth his story. This Thomas 
Whittle, after he had been expulsed from the place in Essex where 
he served, went abroad where he might, now here and there, as occa¬ 
sion was ministered, preaching and sowing the gospel of Christ. At 
length being apprehended by one Edmund Alablaster, in hope of 
l reward and promotion, which he miserably gaped after, he was 
brought first as prisoner before the bishop of Winchester, who then 
was fallen lately sick of his disease, whereof not long after he died 
most strangely. But the apprehender for his proffered service was 
highly checked and rated of the bishop, asking if there were no man 

(1) Of this Joan Warne read before. (2) See Appendix. 
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unto whom he might bring such rascals, but to him : “ Hence,” Mary. 
quoth he, “ out of my sight, thou varlet! what dost thou trouble me ^ jj 
with such matters ?” The greedy cormorant being thus defeated of 1556. 
his desired prey, yet thinking to seek and to hunt further, carried 
his prisoner to the bishop of London, with whom what an evil mess 
of handling this Whittle had, and how he was by the bishop all-to 
beaten and buffeted about the face, by this his own narration in a 
letter sent unto his friend, manifestly may appear:— 

“ Upon Thursday, which was the 10th of January, the bishop of London sent Whittle 
for me, Thomas Whittle, minister, out of the porter’s lodge, where I had been all *f^ r e tcth 
night, lying upon the earth, upon a pallet, where I had as painful a night of manner 
sickness as ever I had, God be thanked. And when I came before him, he of his 
talked with me many things of the sacrament so grossly, as is not worthy to be with 1 '" 8 
rehearsed. And amongst other things he asked me if 1 would have come to bishop 
mass that morning, if he had sent for me. Whereunto I answered, that I would Bolmer - 
have come to him at his commandment, ‘ but to your mass,’ said I, ‘ I have 
small affection.’ At which answer he was displeased sore, and said, I should 
he fed with bread and water. And as I followed him through the great hall, 
he turned back and beat me with his fist, first on the one cheek, and then on Beatenon 
the other, as the sign of my beating did many days appear . 1 And then he led ^ 3 ^! 
me into a little salt-house, where I had no straw nor bed, but lay two nights on ner. 
a table, and slept soundly, I thank God. 

“ Then, upon the Friday next after, I was brought to my lord, and he then Convent- 
gave me many fair words, and said he would be good to me. And so he, going to «Ubefore 
Fulham, committed me to Dr. Harpsfield, that he and I in that afternoon should Harps- 
commune together, and drew out certain articles, whereunto if I would sub- field, 
scribe, I should be dismissed. But Dr. Harpsfield sent not for me till night, 
and then persuaded me very sore to forsake my opinions. I answered, I held 
nothing but the truth, and therefore I could not so lightly turn therefrom. So 
I thought I should at that time have had no more ado: but he had made a cer¬ 
tain bill, which the registrar pulled out of his bosom, and read it. The bill 
indeed was very easily made, and therefore more dangerous: for the effect 
thereof was, to detest all errors and heresies against the sacrament of the altar, 
and other sacraments, and to believe the faith of the catholic church, and live 
accordingly.” 

The copy of this bill here mentioned, if it please the gentle reader 
to peruse, so as it came to our hands we have hereunto adjoined; 
written and conceived in their own words, as followeth to be seen. 

The Bill of Submission, offered to Thomas Whittle to subscribe unto. 

I, Thomas Whittle, priest, of the diocese of London, knowledge and con¬ 
fess with my mouth, agreeing with my heart before you, reverend father in God, 

Edmund bishop of London, my ordinary, that I do detest and abhor all manner 
of heresies and errors against the sacrament of the altar, or any of the sacra¬ 
ments of the church, which heresies and errors have heretofore been condemned 
in any wise by the catholic church: and I do protest and declare by these pre¬ 
sents, that I do both now hold, and also intend by God’s grace always here¬ 
after to hold, observe, and keep, in all points the catholic faith and belief of 
Christ’s church, according as this church of England, being a member of the 
said catholic church, doth now profess and keep; and in no wise to swerve, Through 
decline, or go from the said faith, during my natural life, submitting myself 
fully and wholly to you, reverend father, my said ordinary, in all things con- eth to the 
cerning my reformation and amendment at all times.—In witness whereof I the bill, 
said Thomas Whittle, priest, have hereunto subscribed my name, written, etc. Com- 

“ To this hill I did indeed set my hand, being much desired and counselled ? n u "' n e 
so to do ; 2 and the flesh being always desirous to have liberty, I considered not science, 
thoroughly the inconvenience that might come thereupon; and respite I desired ^° r J ° r ~ 
to have had, but earnestly they desired me to subscribe. Now when I had so the cross 
done, I had little joy thereof: for by and by my mind and conscience told me of Christ. 

(1) “Episcopum non percussorem esse oportet.” Tit. i. 

( 2 ) A good warning for all faithful Christians not to fall into the crafty hands of the papists. 
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THE STORY OF THOMAS WHITTLE. 

by God’s word that I had done evil, by sucli a sleighty means to shake off the 
sweet cross of Christ: and yet it was not my seeking, as God he knoweth, but 
altogether came of. them. Oh the crafty subtlety of Satan in his members 1 
Let every man that God shall deliver into their hands, take good heed, and 
cleave fast to Christ; for they will leave no comer of his conscience unsought, 
but will attempt all guileful and subtle means to corrupt him, to fall both from 
God and his truth. But yet let no man despair of God’s help, for Peter did 
fall and rise again. And David saith, ‘ A righteous man though he fall, he shall 
not be cast away : for the Lord upholdeth him with bis hand.’ For I, for my 
part, have felt my infirmities, and yet have 1 found God’s present help and com¬ 
fort in time of need, I thank him there-for. 

“ The night after I had subscribed, I was sore grieved, and for sorrow of 
conscience could not sleep. For in the deliverance of my body out of bonds, 
which I might have had, I could find no joy nor comfort, but still was in my 
conscience tormented more and more; being assured by God’s Spirit and his 
word, that I, through evil counsel and advisement, had done amiss. And both 
with disquietness of mind, and with my other cruel handling, I was sickly, lying 
upon the ground when the keeper came; and so I desired him to pray Dr. 
Harpsfield to come to me, and so he did. 

“ And when he came, and the registrar with him, I told him that I was not 
well at ease; but especially I told him I was grieved very much in my con¬ 
science and mind, because I had subscribed. And I said that my conscience 
had so accused me, through the just judgment of God and his word, that I had 
felt hell in my conscience, and Satan ready to devour me : ‘ and therefore I 
pray you, master Harpsfield,’ said I, ‘let me have the bill again, for I will not 
stand to it.’ So he gently commanded it to be fetched, and gave it me, and 
suffered me to pul out my name, whereof I was right glad when I had so done, 
although death should follow. And hereby I had experience of God’s provi¬ 
dence and mercy towards me, who trieth his people, and suffereth them to fall, 
but not to be lost: for in the midst of this temptation and trouble, be gave me 
warning of my deed, and also delivered me, his name be praised for evermore, 
Amen. 

“Neither devil nor cruel tyrant can pluck any of Christ’s sheep out of his 
hand; of the which flock of Christ’s sheep I trust undoubtedly I am one, by 
means of his death and blood-shedding, which shall at the last day stand at his 
right hand, and receive with others his blessed benediction. And now, being 
condemned to die, my conscience and mind, I praise God, is quiet in Christ ; 
and I, by his grace, am very well willing and content to give over this body to 
the death, for the testimony of his truth and pure religion, against antichrist and 
all his false religion and doctrine. They that report otherwise of me, speak 
not truly. And as for Fountain, I saw him not all this while. 

“ By me, Thomas Whittle, minister.’ 

Concerning the troubled mind of this godly man, and the tearing of 
his name out of the bill, here followeth the report of the same, written 
.in the letters both of the said Harpsfield, and also of Johnson the 
registrar, being then present thereat, and reporters of the same unto 
the bishop, as in their letters hereto annexed is to be seen. 

The Copy of John Harpsfield’s Letter, written to Bonner, Bishop 
of London, declaring how Thomas Whittle rent his Subscription 
out of the Bishop’s Register. 

Pleaseth your good lordship to understand, that yesterday I dined with my 
lord of Exeter, who soon after my first coming to him, asked me what news ? 
I answered, none but good, that I had heard. “ No!” saith he : “ why, it is a 
rumour in the city, that to-morrow the queen’s grace will take her journey to¬ 
wards the king.” I answered, that I thought it not to he any whit true, but 
an invention of heretics. “ Yea, and further,” saith he, “ there is a report 
made abroad of my lord your master, that he is in discomfort, and therefore will 
suffer no man to come unto him.” When I heard thus much, I began to laugh, 
and to declare how untrue this report was: so that my lord (who before was 
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very sad) afterward knowing the truth, rejoiced much to hear that all was well 
with your lordship, and desired me to have his hearty commendations to your 
lordship. 

One of my lord of Pembroke’s retinue, a very handsome man, and as far as 
I can yet learn a catholic, is a suitor to your lordship to have license to erect 
a school; and the order which he intendeth to use, is contained in this printed 
paper, which I send herein enclosed to your lordship. I would be glad, for my 
lord of Pembroke’s sake, that he understood, that upon my motion your lord- 
ship were content he should teach as he intendeth. Master Johnson and I 
have travailed with the priest, and he hath subscribed his name to this draft 
which is herein enclosed, and hath promised he will stand to the same before 
your lordship. 

When I had written thus much, suddenly came tidings to me, that Jordanis 
conversus est retrorsum. 1 Cluney coming to the priest, found him lying pro¬ 
strate, and groaning as though he should have died forthwith. Then Cluney 
took him up, and set him upon a stool, and came to me, and told me of this 
revel. It chanced that master Johnson was with me, and we went to this fond 
heretic, and found him lying all along, holding his hands up, and looking hypo¬ 
critically towards heaven. I caused Thomas More and Cluney to set him on 
t he stool, and with much ado at length he told me, that Satan had been with 
him in the night, and told him that he was damned; and weeping he prayed 
master Johnson and me, to see the hill whereuntojie subscribed; and when he 
saw it, he tare out his name, 6 lihro scilicet viventium. Me thiuketh by him, 
he will needs bum a faggot, neither is there any other likelihood of the young 
woman.’ 

I have inquired of the two persons which sue to have a license to eat flesh. 

And the woman of Christ’s church is indeed very much diseased, and hath been 
long diseased, and she and her husband both catholic: of the other, yet, I can 
learn nothing.—Thus Jesus evermore preserve your good lordship, and my 
mistress your lordship’s sister, with all yours.—This present Saturday. 

Your lordship’s most hounden servant, 

John Harpsfield. 

Here followeth another letter of Robert Johnson, registrar, 
touching Thomas Whittle, written to Bonner bishop of London. 

My hounden duty premised, pleaseth your lordship to understand, that this 
last Friday in the afternoon, master archdeacon of London did diligently travail 
with sir Thomas Whittle. I being present, and perceiving his conformity, as 
outwardly appeared, devised this submission, and he being content therewith 
did subscribe the same. But now, this Saturday morning, master archdeacon 
and I, upon Cluney’s report, declaring that he feigned himself to he distracted 
of his senses, went unto him, to whom he declared that Satan in the night time 
appeared unto him, and said that he was damned, for that he had done against 
his conscience in subscribing to the said submission; with other like words, etc. 

And then master archdeacon, at his earnest request, delivered unto him the 
submission. And thereupon the said Whittle did tear out his subscription, 
made in the foot of the same, as your lordship shall perceive by the submission 
sent now unto your lordship by master archdeacon; wherewith the said Whittle 
was somewhat quieted. 

And as touching Joan Lashford, master archdeacon did likewise travail with Joan 
her, and showing her sir Thomas’s submission, which I read unto her two times, Lashford 
demanded if she could be content to make the like submission, and she desired 
respite until this morning. And being now eftsoons demanded, in like wise 
saith, that she will not make any thing in writing, nor put any sign thereunto. 

Master archdeacon and I intend this afternoon to examine the said sir Thomas 
upon articles : for as yet there doth appear nothing in writing against him, as 
kuoweth almighty God, who preserve your good lordship in prosperity long 
with honour to endure ! From London this Saturday, 

By your lordship’s daily beads-man, and hounden servant, 

Robert Johnson. 


Mary. 


A. D. 
1556. 


(1) He meaueth of the return again of T. Whittle. 

(2) This young woman was Joan Warne, otherwise named Joan Lashford, who was burned also 
with the saute Whittle. 
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THE STOEY OF THOMAS WHITTLE. 


- THE CONDEMNATION, MARTYRDOM, AND DEATH OF THOMAS 

A.D. WHITTLE. 

1556. 

Concerning the words and answers of the said Thomas Whittle at 
his last examination before the bishop, upon the 14th day of January, 1 
the year above-expressed, Bonner, with other his fellow Bonnerlings, 
sitting in his consistory at afternoon, first called forth Thomas 
Whittle, with whom he began in effect as followeth: “ Because ye 
be a priest,” saith he, “ as I and other bishops here be, and did 
receive the order of priesthood after the right and form of the catho¬ 
lic church, ye shall not think but I will minister justice as well unto 
you as unto others.” And then the said Bonner in further commu¬ 
nication did charge him, that whereas in times past he had said mass 
according to the order then used, the same Whittle now of late had 
spoken and railed against the same, saying that it was idolatry and 
abomination. Whereunto Thomas Whittle answering again said, 
ofthfsa- that at such time as he so said mass, he was then ignorant, etc.: add- 
cral se of moreover i that the elevation of the sacrament at the mass, giveth 
idolatry, occasion of idolatry to them that be ignorant and unlearned. 

After this the bishop, making haste to the articles (which in all his 
examinations ever he harped upon, came to this article, “ That thou 
wast in times past baptized in the faith of the catholic church.” 2 

To this the said Whittle inferred again, “ I was baptized in the 
faith of the catholic church, although I did forsake the church of 
Rome. And ye, my lord, do call these heresies, that be no heresies, 
and do charge me therewith as heresies ; and ye ground yourself upon 
that religion, which is not agreeable to God’s word,” etc. 

Then the said victorious soldier and servant of our Saviour, con¬ 
stant in the verity received and professed, was again admonished, 
and with persuasions entreated by the bishop ; who because he would 
not agree unto the same, the bishop forthwith proceeded, first to his 
actual degradation, that is, to unpriest him of all his priestly trinkets 
whittle and clerkly habit. The order and manner of which their popish and 
degraded. mog j. va j n degradation, before, in the story of bishop Hooper, is to 
be seen. Then Whittle, in the midst of the ceremonies, when he 
saw them so busy in degrading him after their father the pope’s 
Whittle’s pontifical fashion, said unto them, “ Paul and Titus had not so much 
Bonner 0 a< ^° with their priests and bishops.” And further, speaking to the 
bishop, he said unto him, “ My lord, your religion standeth most 
with the church of Rome, and not with the catholic church of 
Christ.” 

The bishop after this, according to his accustomed and formal pro¬ 
ceedings, assayed him yet again with words, rather than with sub¬ 
stantial arguments, to conform him to his religion : who then denying 
so to do, said, “As for your religion, I cannot be persuaded that it is 
according to God’s word.” 

The bishop then asked, what faulf he found in the administration 
of the sacrament of the altar. 

Whittle answered and said, “ It is not used according to Christ’s 

(1) The “ Letters of the Martyrs,” edit. 1837, p. 376, state that he “ stood to the defence of the 
truth unto the fire, the 12th of January.”—En. 

(2) Bonner’s argument: He was baptized in the faith of the catholic church: ergo, he was bap¬ 
tized in the faith of Rome ! 
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institution, in that it is privately and not openly done : and also for Mary. 
that it is ministered but in one kind to the lay people, which is ^.D. 
against Christ’s ordinance. Further, Christ commanded it not to 1556. 
be elevated nor adored: for the adoration and elevation cannot be 
approved by Scripture.” 

“ Well,” quoth Bonner, “my lords here and other learned men 
have showed great learning for thy conversion, wherefore if thou wilt 
yet return to the faith and religion of the catholic church, I will 
receive thee thereunto, and not commit thee to the secular power,” 
etc. To make short, Whittle, strengthened with the grace of the 
Lord, stood strong and unmovable in that he had affirmed. Where¬ 
fore the sentence being read, the next day following he was com¬ 
mitted to the secular power, and so, in few days after, brought to the Jan. 27 . 
fire with the other six aforenamed, sealing up the testimony of his 
doctrine with his blood, which he willingly and cheerfully gave for 
the witness of the truth. 

LETTERS OF THOMAS WHITTLE. 

A Letter to John Careless, Prisoner in the King’s Bench. 

The peace of God in Christ be with you continually, dearly beloved brother 
in Christ, with the assistance of God’s grace and Holy Spirit, to the working 
and performing of those things which may comfort and edify his church (as ye 
daily do) to the glory of his name, and the increase of your joy and solace of 
soul in this life, and also your reward in heaven with Christ our captain, whose 
faithful soldier ye are, in the life to come, Amen. 

I have greatly rejoiced, my dear heart, with thanks to God for you, since I 
have heard of your faith and love which you bear towards God and his saints, 
with a most godly ardent zeal to the virtue of Christ’s doctrine and religion, 
which I have heard by the report of many, but specially by the declaring of 
that valiant captain in Christ’s church, that stout champion in God’s cause, 
that spectacle to the world, I mean our good brother Philpot, who now lieth under 
the altar, and sweetly enjoyeth the promised reward. And specially I and my His juris- 
condemned fellows give thanks to God for your loving and comfortable letter ment and 
in the deepness of our trouble (after the flesh) sent unto us to the consolation enceof 
of us all, but most specially*to me, most sinful miser, on mine own behalf, but popish 
happy, I hqpe, through God’s loving kindness in Christ showed unto me ; who P relate “- 
suffered me to faint and fail through human infirmity, by the working of the 
arch-enemy in his sworn soldiers the bishops and priests. In whom so lively 
appeareth the very visage and shape of Satan, that a man (if it were not pre¬ 
judice to God’s word) might well affirm them to be devils incarnate, as I by 
experience do speak. Wherefore, whoso shall for conscience-matters come in 
their hands, had need of the wiliness of the serpent to save his head, though it 
be with the wounding of his body, and to take diligent heed how he consenteth 
to their wicked writings, or setteth his hand to their conveyances. 

Sore did they assault me and craftily tempt me to their wicked ways, or at 
least to a denegation of my faith and true opinions, though it were but by 
colour and dissimulation. And, alas, something they did prevail. Not that I 
did any thing at all like their opinions and false papistical religion, or else 
doubted of the truth wherein I stand, but only the infirmity of the flesh be¬ 
guiled me, desiring liberty by an unlawful means: God lay it not to my charge 
at that day! and so I heartily desire you to pray. Howbeit, uncertain I am 
whether more profit came thereby: profit to me, in that God suffered Satan to 
buffet me by his foresaid minister of mischief, showing me mine infirmity, that 
I should not boast nor rejoice in myself, but only in the Lord; who when he 
had led me to hell in my conscience, through the respect of his fearful judg¬ 
ments against me for my fearfulness, mistrust, and crafty cloaking in such spi¬ 
ritual and weighty matters (in the which agony and distress I found this old 
verse true, “ Non patitur ludum fama, fides, oculus”), yet he brought me from 

3 A 2 
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GODLY LETTERS OF THOMAS WHITTLE. MARTYR. 

thence again to the magnifying of his name, suspecting of flesh and blood, and 
consolation of mine own soul; or else that I might feel disprofit in offending 
the congregation of God, which peradventure will rather adjudge my fall to 
come of doubtfulness in my doctrine and religion, than of human imbecility. 

Well, of the importune burden of a troubled conscience for denying or dis¬ 
sembling the known verity, I by experience could say very much more, which 
perhaps I will declare by writing, to the warning of others, if God grant time : 
for now am I and my fellows ready to go hence even for Christ’s cause : God’s 
name be praised, who hath hereto called us. Pray, I pray you, that we may 
end our course with joy, and at your appointed time you shall come after. But 
as the Lord hath kept you, so will he preserve your life still, to the intent you 
should labour (as you do) to appease and convince these ungodly contentions 
and controversies, which now do too much reign, brawling about terms to no edifi¬ 
cation. God is dishonoured, the church disquieted, and occasion to speak evil 
of the gospel ministered to our adversaries. But such is the subtlety of Satan, 
that whom he cannot win with gross idolatry in open religion, them he seeketh 
to corrupt and deceive in opinions, in a private profession. But here I will 
abruptly leave, lest with my rude and simple vein I should be tedious unto 
you, desiring you, my loving brother, if it shall not seem grievous unto you, to 
write unto me and my fellows yet once again, if you have leisure, and we time 
to the same. 

Provide me master Philpot’s nine examinations for a friend of mine, and I 
shall pay you there-for, by the leave of Almighty God our heavenly Father, who 
correcteth all his dear children in this world, that they should not be damned 
with the world, and trieth the faith of his saints through many tribulations, 
that being found constant to the end, he may crown his own gifts in them, and 
in heaven highly reward them; whither I trust to go before, looking for you 
to follow, my faithful friend, that we may sing perpetual praise to our loving 
Lord God for victory over Satan and sin, won for us by Jesus Christ, God and 
Man, our only and sufficient Saviour and Advocate, Amen. Farewell, and 
pray in faith. 

Yours, Thomas Whittle, minister, and now condemned to die for the 
gospel’s sake, 1556, Jan. 21. 

All my fellows salute you. Salute all our faithful brethren with you. 

To my dear Friend and Brother John Went, 1 and other his Prison- 
fellows in Lollards’ Tower. 

He that preserved Joseph prisoner in Egypt, fed Daniel in the lions’ den, 
and delivered Paul, Peter, and the apostles out of prison, 2 vouchsafe of his 
goodness to keep, feed, and deliver you, my good brother Went, with the other 
our fellow-soldiers your prison-fellows, as may be most to his glory, to your 
consolation, and the edification of his church. 

I cannot but praise God most earnestly, when I hear of your constancy in 
the faith, and joy in the cross of Christ, which you now bear and suffer together, 
with many other good members of Christ, which is a token that by Christ you 
are counted worthy the kingdom of God, as Paul saith. 3 And though the world 
counteth the yoke and cross of Christ as a most pernicious and hurtful thing, 
yet we which have tasted how friendly the Lord is, cannot but rejoice in this 
persecution as touching ourselves; 4 inasmuch as the cause for the which we 
suffer is the Lord’s cause and not ours, at whose hand if we endure to the end, 
we shall receive, through his liberal promise in Christ, not only a great reward 
in heaven, but also the kingdom of heaven itself, and also in the mean season 
be sure to be defended and cared for, so that we shall lack no necessary things, 
neither a hair of our heads shall perish without his knowledge. 5 O what is he 
that would mistrust, or not gladly serve so loving a Father 1 O how unhappy 
are they that forsake him and put their trust in man! But how blessed are 
they that for his love and for his holy word’s sake, in these troublesome days, do 
commit their souls and bodies into his hands with well doing, 6 counting it 
greater happiness and riches to suffer rebuke with Christ and his church, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of this life for a little short season ! 7 This cross that we 

(I) He is called also Thomas Went in the Letters of the Martyrs.—E d. (2) Acts xvi. 

(3) 2 Thess. i. (4) 1 Pet. ii. (5) Matt. x. (C) 1 Pet. iv. (7) Heb. xi 
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now bear, hath been common to all the faithful from Abel hitherto, and shall he 
to the end; because the devil, having great wrath against God and his Christ, 1 * 
cannot abide that he should for his manifold mercies be lauded and magnified, 
and Christ to be taken and believed upon for our only sufficient Redeemer, 
Saviour, and Advocate: and therefore, because we will not deny Christ, nor 
dissemble with our faith, but openly protest and profess the same before the 
world, he seeketh by all means to stir up his wicked members, to persecute and 
kill the bodies of the true Christians ; as St. John saith, “ The devil shall cast 
some of you into prison.” t And David saith, “ I believed, and therefore have 
I spoken, but I was sore troubled.” 3 This notwithstanding, go forward, dear 
brethren, as ye have begun, to fight the Lord’s battle, considering Christ the 
Captain of your war, who will both fight for you, give you victory, and also 
highly reward your pains. Consider to your comfort the notable and chief 
shepherds and soldiers of Christ, which are gone before us in these days; I 
mean those learned and godly bishops, doctors, and other ministers of God’s 
word, whose faith and examples we that be inferiors ought to follow, as St. Paul 
saith: “ Remember them that have declared unto you the word of God, the end 
of whose conversation see that ye look upon, and follow their faith.” 4 The 
grace and blessing of God, with the ministry of his holy angels, be with ybu 
for ever; Amen. All my prison-fellows greet you. 

From the Coal-house, 5 this 4th of December; by your poor brother 
Thomas Whittle, an unworthy minister of Christ, now his prisoner 
for the gospel’s sake. Amen. 

To all the true professors and lovers of God’s-holy Gospel within 
the City of London. 

The same faith for the which Abraham was counted righteous, and Mary 
blessed, the Lord God increase and make stable in your hearts, my dear and 
faithful brethren and sisters of London, for ever and ever; Amen. 6 * 

Dearly beloved, be not troubled in this heat which is now come amongst you 
to try you, as though some strange thing had happened unto you, but rejoice 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s passion; that when bis glory ap- 
peareth, ye may be merry and glad, etc. Out of these Words of St. Peter, I 
gather most specially these four notes. First, that persecution happeneth to 
Christ’s church for their trial, that is, for the probation and proof of their faith. 
Which faith, like as it is known with God in the depth of'our hearts, so will he 
have it made manifest to the whole world through persecution; that so it may 
evidently appear that he hath such a church and people upon earth, which so 
trusteth in him and feareth his holy name, that no kind of persecution, pains, 
nor death, shall be able to separate them from the love of him. 1 And thus was 
Abraham tried and Job tempted, 8 that their faith, which before lay hid almost 
in their hearts, might be made known to the whole world to be so steadfast and 
strong, that neither the devil, natural love, nor any other enemy, could be able 
to bereave them thereof. Whereby also God was to be magnified, who hath 
tried his people by many tribulations, and also standeth by them in the midst 
of their troubles, to deliver them by life or death as he seeth best: like as he 
assisted Lot, and delivered him out of his enemies’ hands; Joseph out of the 
hands of his brethren and out of prison : Paul from his enemies in Damascus; 
and the apostles out of the stocks and prison. 9 

These with many more he delivered to life; and also he delivered Ahel, 
Eleazar, Stephen, and John Baptist, with many others by death, and hath also 
by the trial of their faith made them good presidents, and examples to us and 

(1) Rev. xii. - (2) Rev. ii. (3) Psalm cxv. (4) Heb. xiii. 

(5) In reference to this “ Coal-house,” it may be remarked, that this abode of so much 

misery, and the scene of so many prayers, formed part of the palace of the bishop of London, which 

stood at the north-west corner of the church-yard, the present site of London-House Yard, and 
extended itself to the walls of the old cathedral. Along the north side of the church-yard were a 
cloister, a burying-ground, a library, a charnel-house, and several cltapels which had been partly 

destroyed in king Edward’s days. Between Cannon-alley and Cheapside stood Paul’s Cross ; the 
Convocation House stood on the south side, and Lollards’ Tower was over St. Gregory’s church, 
which was attached to the cathedral on the south-west comer, about the place where the clock 
tower now stands. The “ Coal-house ” was at the back of the palace in Paternoster Row, near the 
alley which passes from thence to St. Paul’s Churchyard.— Ed. 

(6) Rom. iv. Luke i. (7) Rom. viii. (8) Gen. xxii. Job i. 

(9) Rom. ix. 2 Cor. xi. Acts xvi. Gen. iv. 2 Macc. vi. Acts vi. Matt. xvii. 
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all that come after, to suffer affliction in the like cause; as St. James saith, 
“ Take, my brethren,” saith he, “ the prophets for an ensample of suffering 
adversity and of long patience, which spake unto you in the name of the Lord. 
Behold we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of 
Job, and have known what end the Lord made with him, for the Lord is very 
pitiful and merciful. 1 Also the Lord trieth us, to let us see our own hearts 
and thoughts, that no hypocrisy nor ambition deceive us, and that the strong in 
Christ may pray that he fall not, but endure to the end; and that those that 
fall through fearful infirmity, might speedily repent and rise again with Peter, 
and also that the weak ones might bewail their weakness, and cry with David, 
“ Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak. O Lord, heal me, for all my 
bones are vexed.” 2 

Of this opening of the heart by persecution, spake holy Simeon to Mary, 
Christ’s mother, when he said, “ The sword (that is, the cross of persecution) 
shall pierce thy soul, that the thoughts of many hearts may be opened.” 3 For 
like as a king that should go to battle, is compelled to look in his coffers what 
treasure he hath, and also what number and puissance of men and weapons he 
hath, so that if he himself be unready and unarmed to bicker with his enemy, 
he surceaseth and taketh truce for a time: even so we, by persecutions, have 
our hearts opened, that we may look therein to see what faith in Christ we 
have, and what strength to withstand the enemies, and to bear the cross, that 
if we be rich in these treasures, we might rejoice, and valiantly go to battle; 
or if we want these things, we might with all speed cry and call upon him 
which giveth all good gifts to those that ask them. Item, the cross trieth the 
good people from the bad, the faithful from the worldlings and hypocrites, and 
also cleanseth and scoureth the faithful hearts from all corruption and filthiness 
both of the flesh and the spirit. And even as iron, except it be often scoured, 
will soon wax rusty; so except our sinful hearts and flesh be often scoured with 
the whetstone of the cross, they will soon corrupt and overgrow with the rust 
of all filthiness and sin. And therefore it is meet and good for us, as the wise 
man saith, that “ as gold and silver is tried in the fire, so should the hearts of 
acceptable men be tried in the furnace of adversity.” 4 Abide the trial, dear 
friends, that ye may obtain the crown of life. Fight manfully in this the 
Lord's cause, that ye may obtain a glorious victory here, and receive a great 
reward in heaven hereafter. 

As ye are called Christians, and would be angry to be called Jews or Turks, 
so declare your Christianity by following the steps of Christ, whose name ye 
bear. Suffer with him and for his gospel’s sake, rather than to deny him or to 
defile your faith and conscience with false worshipping of Romish religion. 

Take up your cross, my dear hearts, now when it is offered you, and go up 
with Christ to Jerusalem amongst the bishops, priests, and rulers (if God call 
you thereto), and they will anon send you to Calvary; from whence (dying in 
the cause of the gospel, wherein our good preachers and brethren have given 
their lives), your souls, I warrant you, through Christ Jesus shall ascend to 
God that gave them, and the body shall come after at the last day; and so shall 
ye dwell with the Lord for ever in unspeakable joy and bliss. O blessed are 
they that suffer persecution for righteousness’ sake, as Christ’s people in this 
Jewish England now do; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ! O my beloved, 
set your minds on this kingdom where Christ our Head and King is; consider¬ 
ing that as the brute beast Iooketh downwards with the face towards the earth, 
so man is made contrariwise with his face looking upwards towards the heavens, 
because his conversation should be in heaven and heavenly things, and not 
upon the earth and earthly things, as St. Paul saith, “ Set your minds on 
things which are above, where Christ is.” 5 And again he saith, “ Our con¬ 
versation is in heaven, from whence we look for our Saviour, who will change 
our vile bodies, and make them like to his glorious body.” 6 Oh the glorious 
estate that we be called unto' The Lord preserve us harmless to his eternal 
kingdom through Christ Jesus our Lord ; Amen. 

The second thing that I note in the foresaid words of Peter, is, that he calleth 
persecution no strange thing. And truth it is, for which of the prophets were 
not persecuted with Christ and his apostles, and some of them in the end cruelly 
killed for the truth’s sake? Cain killed Abel, Isaac was persecuted qf Ishmael, 

(2) Psalm V. (3) Luke ii. (4) Sirach ii. (5) Col. iii. (6) Phil. iii. 


(J) James iv. 
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Jacob was hated of Esau, Joseph was prisoned and set in the stocks, the 
prophet Isaiah was cut in two with a saw, Jeremiah was stoned, Micaiah was 
buffeted and fed with bread and water, Elias was sore persecuted, Eleazar and 
the woman with her seven sons were cruelly killed. 1 What Christ and the 
apostles suffered it is well known. So that by many tribulations (as Paul 
saith) 2 we must enter into the kingdom of heaven. All the holy prophets, 
Christ, and his apostles, suffered such afflictions—not for evil doing, but for 
preaching God’s word, for rebuking of the world of sin, and for their faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

This is the ordinance of God, my friends, this is the high-way to heaven, by 
corporal death to eternal life ; as Christ saith, “He that heareth my words and 
believeth in him that sent me, hath eternal life, and shall not come into judgment, 
but is escaped from death to life.” 3 Let us never fear death, which is killed by 
Christ, but believe in him and live for ever, as Paul saith, “ There is no damna¬ 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus, which walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.” 4 And again Paul saith, “Death, where is thy sting? Hell, where 
is thy victory ? Thanks be to God which hath given us victory through 
Jesus Christ.” 5 

Besides this, ye have seen, and daily do see, the blood of your good preachers 
and brethren, which hath been shed in the gospel’s cause in this sinful Sodom, 
this bloody Jerusalem, this unhappy city of London. Let not their blood he 
forgotten, nor the blood of your good bishop Ridley, who like a shepherd, to 
your comfort and example, hath given his life for his sheep. 6 Good St. Paul saith, 
“ Remember them that have spoken to you the word of God, and look upon the 
end of their conversation, and follow their faith.”'' 

The devil ever stirreth up false teachers, as he hath done now over all 
England, as Peter, Paul, and Jude prophesied it should be, to poison and kill 
our souls with the false doctrine. 8 And when he faileth of his purpose that 
way, then moveth he his members to persecute the silly carcases of the saints, 
because they will not deny nor dissemble their pure faith in our living Christ, 
and confess a dead bready Christ, and honour the same as Christ, God and 
man, contrary to God’s commandment. 9 

This is the working of Satan, who, knowing his own just damnation, would 
all mankind to be partakers with him of the same: such a mortal hatred beareth 
he against God and his people. And therefore when this wicked tempter could not 
kill Christ with subtle temptation to fall down and worship him, then he stirred up 
his servants the bishops and Pharisees to kill his body, whereby notwithstanding 
the devil lost his title and interest which he had to man’s soul, and man by his 
precious passion and death was ransomed from the devil, death, and hell, to im¬ 
mortality and life everlasting. And so when Satan thought to have won all in 
killing of Christ, he lost all. And so shall he do in us, if we abide constant and 
strong in the faith of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ unto the end. 10 God 
grant it for his mercy’s sake in Christ. Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in him. Amen. 

Wherefore, my heartily beloved brethren and sisters, be of good comfort 
through Jesus Christ, for he that is in us, is stronger than he that is in the 
world. Therefore draw ye near to God, and he will draw near to you. “ Resist 
the devil, and he will, as James saith, “ flee from you.” 11 “ Beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees.” 12 Touch not pitch, lest you be defiled therewith; eat no 
swine’s flesh, for it is against the law : I mean, defile not yourselves either in¬ 
wardly or outwardly with this false and wicked religion of antichrist; for it is 
nothing else but pitch, and swine’s flesh. Beware of the beast’s mark, lest ye 
drink of the cup of God’s wrath. 13 If God have given you knowledge and faith, 
dissemble not therewith. Deny not the known verity before men, lest Christ 
deny you before his Father. Come away from Babylon, as John biddeth you, 14 
and touch no unclean thing, but separate yourselves from the company of the 
ungodly, as Paul commandeth you. 15 Whatsoever you have done amiss hereto¬ 
fore, now repent ye and amend : for with the Lord there is mercy and plenteous 
redemption.” 16 

The third thing and note which I gather out of the foresaid words of Peter, 

(l) 2 Mac. vi. vii. (2) Acts xiv. (3) John v. (4) Rom. viii. (5) 1 Cor. xv. 

(6) John x. (7) Heb. xiii. (8) 2Pet.ii. 1 Tim. iv. 2 Tim. iii. Jude. 

(9) Exod. x. (10) 1 John v. 2 Cor. x. Matt. iv. (11) James ii. (12) Matt. xvi. 

(13) Rev. xiii. xiv (14) Rev. viii. (15) 2 Cor. vi. (16) Psal. cxxx. 
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Mary. ie this, that he saith, “ Rejoice because ye are partakers of Christ’s passion.” 
— Our sufferings, my well-beloved, are Christ’s sufferings; and that injury that is 
done to us for his sake, he reckoneth it to he. done to himself, as he said to St. 
Paul, “ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ?”* Therefore we ought to rejoice 
in our sufferings, as Paul writeth, which we suffer with Christ and one with 
another, as Peter saith, and so to fulfil that which is behind of the passions of 
Christ in our flesh: which Christ hath, by his passion, fully redeemed and saved 
us in his own person: howbeit his elect must suffer with him and for him unto 
the world’s end, that he may be glorified in them, and they thereby corrected 
and cleansed from sin in this world, and he made more meet temples for the 
Holy Ghost, 2 and also obtain a great reward in heaven for their suffering for 
righteousness’ sake, according to his promise. 3 And therefore I say, my brethren, 
“ rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice.” 4 “ Let us rejoice in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, whereby the world is crucified to us, and we 
to it.” 6 

The And why should we so greatly rejoice in the cross of Christ, which we now 

note? 1 suffer? “ Because,” saith Peter, “ when his glory appeareth, we may be merry 

and glad.” And this is the fourth note that I gather out of his words above 
written : wherein is set out the reward of suffering, not to be had in this world ; 
but at his coming to judgment, when we shall be raised again. And then shall 
they that have sown in tears, reap in joy, as Christ saith, “ Blessed are they that 
weep here; for they shall laugh. Blessed are ye when men hate you, and thrust 
you out of their company, railing on you, and abhorring your name as an evil 
thing for the Son of man’s sake : rejoice ye in that day and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven.” 6 

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, through the hope of this heavenly joy and 
reward, which he that cannot lie hath promised (which joy is so great that no 
ear hath heard, no eye hath seen, nor the heart can think, 7 where we shall dwell 
for ever in the heavenly city, the celestial Jerusalem, in the presence of God 
the Father, and Jesus Christ our Mediator, as Paul saith, and in the company 
of innumerable angels, and with the spirits and souls of all faithful and just 
men 8 ), rejoice and be glad. And seeing ye be called to so great glory, see that 
you make your election and vocation sure by good works, and specially by suf¬ 
fering adversity for the gospel’s sake : 9 for it is given us of God (saith Paul) not 
only to believe in Christ, but also to suffer for his sake. 16 Continue in prayer, 
and pray for me that I may end my course with joy. Have brotherly love 
amongst yourselves, which is a token that ye be Christ’s disciples. 1 ' Edify and 
comfort one another in the. word of the Lord, and the God of peace and love be 
with you always. Amen. 

For your liberality and kindness showed upon the prisoners and afflicted people 
of God in this time of persecution, the Lord will reward you when he cometh 
to reward every man according to his deeds, and will not leave a cup of cold 
water bestowed upon his faithful people unrewarded. 12 God make you rich in 
all grace, that ye always having sufficient, may be rich unto all manner of gqod 
works. 13 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost, be with you always. Amen. 

Your brother now in bonds for the gospel, 

Thomas Whittle. 

To my loving and faithful Brother John Careless, prisoner in the 
King's Bench. 

The same faith for the which Abraham was accounted just, and Mary blessed, 
whereby also all just men live, the Lord God our loving Father increase and 
stablish in you and me, to the obtaining of eternal life in our alone and sweet 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

I cannot worthily and sufficiently praise God, my heartily beloved brother, 
for the consolation and joy that I have received by reason of your loving letters, 
repenting me much that 1, being so long so near you, did not enterprise to stir 

(1) Acts ix. (2) Col. i. (3) Matt. v. (4) Phil. iii. 

(5) Gal. vi. (6) Luke vi. (7) 1 Cor. ii. (8) Heb. xii. 

(9)2 Pet. i. (10) Phil. i. (Il)Johnxiv. (12) Matt. x. (13) 2 Cor. viii. 
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up familiarity and communication between us by writing, to mutual consolation Mara. 
in Christ. For what is there upon earth wherein to rejoice (where all things " 

are transitory and vain, yea man himself, respecting this life), but, as David }\' 
saith, “ the ■saints that dwell upon the earth, and such as excel in virtue?” 1 But 
here now I consider, that if the fellowship, love, and joy, of faithful men and 
children of God (being as we now be in double bondage, the body within clay 
walls, and the soul within these frail earthly bodies), be so great and comfort¬ 
able ; how unspeakable will these joys be, when we shall be delivered from all 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the sons of God, where we shall be present The so- 
together continually in our glorified bodies beholding the face of our Father ciety of 
presently (whom now we see but in the glass of faith), with his dear Son Christ saints ' 
our Redeemer and Brother, and the blessed company of angels and all faithful 
saved souls! 

Oh the incomparable good things and heavenly treasures laid up for us in 
heaven by Christ Jesus ! For the obtaining whereof, we ought to set light by 
all temporal grief and transitory afflictions, so much the more, in that our good 
God is faithful, and will not suffer us to be tempted above our strength; and 
that namely in the end of our life, when the tree where it falleth lieth still, as 
the preacher saith, 2 when every one “ causa sua dormit, et causa suaresurget.” Goi , s 
For else, before the end, he suffereth his sometime to fall, but not finally to saints 
perish: as Peter sank upon the sea, but yet was not drowned; and sinned sufferelt 
grievously upon the land through infirmity denying his Master, but yet found times to 
mercy : for the righteous falleth oftentimes. And Christ’s holy apostles are fall, but 
taught to say, “Remitte nobis debita nostra.” Yea, “though the righteous fall,” mper'islu' 
saith David, “ he shall not be cast away, for the Lord upholdeth him with his 
hand.” Oh the bottomless mercy of God towards us, miserable sinners! 

He vouchsafe to plant in my heart true repentance and faith, to the obtaining 
of remission of all my sins in the mercies of God, and merits of Christ his Son! 

And thereto I pray you say, “ Amen.” 

O my dearly beloved, it grieveth me to see the spofl and havoc that Saul 
maketh with the congregation of Christ. But what remedy? This is God’s 
will and ordinance, that his people shall here both be punished in the flesh and 
tried in their faith; as it is written, “ Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
but the Lord delivereth them out of allfor by a strait path and narrow door 
must we enter. Whither? Into the joyful kingdom of heaven! Therefore 
blessed are you and others that suffer persecution for Christ’s sake, for the pro¬ 
fession of the same. Pray for me and my fellows, good brother, that we may 
fight a good fight, that we may keep the faith, and end our course with joyful 
gladness; for now the time of our deliverance is at hand. The Lord guide, 
defend, and keep us and you and all his people in our journey, that we may 
safely, through a short death, pass to that long lasting life. 

Farewell, my dear and loving brother and fellow-soldier in Christ! farewell, 

I say in him, who receive our souls in peace when they shall depart from these 
tabernacles, and grant us a joyful resurrection, and a merry meeting at the last 
day, and continual dwelling together in his eternal heavenly kingdom, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen ! 

Yours with my poor prayer ; other pleasure can I do you none, 

Thomas Whittle, minister. 

To my dear Brethren Master Filles and Cutbert. 

My dear and well-beloved brethren in Christ, master Filles and Cutbert, I 
wish you all welfare of soul and body. Welfare to the soul, is repentance of welfare 
sin, faithful affiance in Christ Jesus, and a godly life. Welfare to the body, is of soul 
the health of the same, with all necessary things for this body-life. The soul and body 
of man is immortal, and therefore ought to be well kept, lest immortality to 
joy should turn to immortality of sorrow. As for the body, be it never so well 
kept and much made of, yet shortly by nature will it perish and decay: but 
those that are ingrafted and incorporated into Christ by true faith, feeling the 
motion of God’s Holy Spirit as a pledge of their election and inheritance, excit¬ 
ing and stirring them not only to seek heavenly things, but also to hate vice, 
and embrace virtue, will not only do these things, but also, if need require, will 


(1) Psalm xvi. 


(2) Eccles. xi. 
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Mary, gladly take up their cross and follow their Captain, their King, and their 

-— Saviour Jesus Christ 1 (as his poor afflicted church of England now doth), against 

.4.1). t ] )at f a j se an d antichristian doctrine and religion now used, and specially that 
1556- blasphemous mass, wherein Christ’s supper and holy ordinance is altogether 
No sacri- perverted and abused, contrary to his institution and to Paul’s proceedings : 3 
lice of the s0 that that which they have in their mass, is neither sacrament of Christ, nor 
be made ° J' et sacrifice for sin, as the priests falsely pretend. It is a sacrament, that is, 
for sin. as St. Augustine saith, a visible sign of invisible grace, when it is ministered to 
the communicants according to Christ’s example, and as it was of late years in 
this realm. And as for sacrifice, there is none to be made now for sin: “ for 
Christ with one sacrifice hath perfected for ever those that are sanctified.” 3 

Beware of false religion, and men’s vain traditions, and serve God with reve¬ 
rence and godly fear according to the doctrine of his gospel, whereto cleave ye 
that ye may be blessed, though of wicked men ye be hated and accursed. 4 
Rather drink of the cup of Christ with his church, than of the cup of that rose- 
coloured whore of Babylon, which is full of abominations. 6 Rather strive ye 
to go to heaven by the path which is strait to flesh and blood, with the little 
flock, than to go in the wide way, following the enticements of the world and 
the flesh, which lead to damnation. 

Like as Christ suffered in the flesh, saith St. Peter, so arm ye yourselves with 
the same mind: for Christ suffered for us, leaving us example to follow his 
footsteps. 6 Blessed are they that suffer for his sake ; great is their reward in 
heaven. “ He that overcometh,” saith St. John, “shall eat of the tree of life: 
he shall have a crown of life, and not to be hurt of the second death ; he shall 
be clothed with white array, and not to be put out of the book of life“ yea, 
1 will confess his name,” saith Christ “before my Father and before his angels, 
and he shall be a pillar in the house of God, and sit with me on my seat.” 7 
And thus I bid you farewell, mine own brethren and dear fellows in Christ: 
whose grace and peace be alway with you. Amen. 

This world I do forsake; to Christ 1 me betake; 

And, for his gospel’s sake, patiently death I take'. 

My body to the dust now to return it must ; 

My soul, I know full well, with my God it shall dwell. 

Thomas Whittle. 


Another Letter written to a certain godly Woman. 

O my dear and loving sister in Christ! be not dismayed in this storm of 
persecution: for Paul calleth the gospel the word of the cross, because it is 
never truly taught, but die cross and cruel persecution immediately and neces¬ 
sarily do follow the same; and therefore it is a manifest token of God’s truth, 
and hath been here and is still abroad; and that is the cause of the rage and 
cruelty of Satan against Christ and his members, which must be corrected for 
their sins in this world: their faith must be tried, that after trial and patient 
To be suffering the faithful may receive the crown of glory. Fear not therefore, my 
against well-beloved! but proceed in the knowledge and fear of God, and he will keep 

Satan, you from all evil. Call upon his holy name, and he will strengthen you and 

fear 1 "?!- 10 assls *' y 011 ln a H your ways: and if it please him to lay his cross upon you for 
secution. ^ lls gospel’s sake, refuse it not, neither shake it off by unlawful means, lest you 
should (as God forbid) find a more grievous cross and torment of conscience, if 
Good you should dissemble and deny the known verity, than is any persecution or 
not"^’ ^ eat ^' of body. O how happy are they that suffer persecution for righteousness 

forsake sake! Their reward is great in heaven. The momentary afflictions of this 

ti.e Lord life are not worthy of the glory that shall be showed upon us. O remember 
ration? 6 tl> e godly women of the Old Testament and New, which lived in God’s service 
and fear, and therefore are now' in bliss and commended for ever: and namely 
Judith, Esther, Abigail, the mother of the seven sons, Mary, Elizabeth, Su¬ 
sanna, Lydia, and Phoebe, and others. Set their examples before your eyes, 
and fear nothing, for Satan is conquered by our Saviour Christ; sin is put to 
flight, and the gate of immortality and eternal life is set wide open: God grant 
we may enter therein through the door Jesus Christ. Amen! 

Thomas Whittle. 

(1 Matt. xxvi. Mark xiv. Luke xxii. 12) 2 Cor. xi. (3) Heb. ix. x. 

(4) Luke xi. (5) Rev. xviii. (6) 1 Pet. iii. iv. ( 7 ) Rev. ii. iii. 
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After the martyrdom of Thomas Whittle, next followeth in order Jan- 2 t. 
to speak of Bartlet Green, who, the next day after the foresaid 
Whittle, was likewise condemned. This Green was of a good house, 
and had such parents as both favoured learning, and were also willing 
to bring up this their child in the same; who, after some entrance in 
other inferior schools, was by them sent unto the university of Ox- nartiet 
ford, where through exercise and diligent study he so profited, that student at 
within short time he attained, as well to the knowledge of sundry Oxford - 
profane sciences, as also now, in his last years, unto the godly under¬ 
standing of divinity ; whereunto (through ignorance in which he 
was trained up from his youth) he was at the first an utter enemy, 
until such time as God of his mercy had opened his eyes, by his 
often repairing unto the common lectures of Peter Martyr, reader of lectures 
the divinity lecture in the same university, so that thereby (as by Martyr. 
God’s instrument) he saw the true light of Christ’s gospel. Whereof 
when he had once tasted, it became unto him as the fountain of student 
lively water, that our Saviour Christ spake of to the woman of j e ' m |; leat 
Samaria, so as he never thirsted any more, but had a well springing London, 
unto everlasting life.; 1 insomuch as when he was called by his friends 
from the university, and was placed in the Temple at London, 
there to attain to the knowledge of the common laws of the realm, 
he yet continued still in his former study and earnest profession of 
the gospel ; wherein also he did not a little profit. Howbeit 
(such is the frailty of our corrupt nature, without the special assist¬ 
ance of God’s Holy Spirit), through the continual accompanying, 
and fellowship of such worldly (I will not say too much youthful) 
young gentlemen, as are commonly in that and the like houses, he 
became by little and little a compartner of their fond follies, and 
youthful vanities, as well in his apparel, as also in banquetings, and 
other superfluous excesses : which he afterward (being again called 
by God’s merciful correction) did sore lament and bewail, as appear- 
eth by his own testimony, notified and left in a book of a certain friend 
of his, a little before his death, written with his own hand, in manner 
as followeth. 

The Writing of Master Bartlet Green, in Master Bartram Cal- 

thorp’s Book. 

“ Two things have very much troubled me whilst I was in the Temple, pride A good 
and gluttony; which, under the colour of glory and good fellowship, drew me jj,® j““ for 
almost from God. Against both there is one remedy, by prayer, earnest and young 
without ceasing. And forsomuch as vain-glory is so subtle an adversary, ' n a ") k e ” l d ° 
that almost it woundeth deadly, ere ever a man can perceive himself to be ,- 0 n 0 ,,-. 
smitten, therefore we ought so much the rather by continual prayer, to labour 
for humbleness of mind. Trulv gluttony beginneth under a charitable pretence What 
of mutual love and society, and hath in it most uncharitableness. When we j^j r cora 
seek to refresh our bodies, that they may be the more apt to serve God, and , 1 0 1 .: L , 
perform our duties towards our neighbours, then stealeth it in as a privy thief, 
and murdereth both body and soul, that now it is not apt to pray, or serve God, 
apt to study, or labour for our neighbour. Let us therefore watch and be 

(1) John iv. 
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Mary, sober; ‘ For our adversary the devil walketh about like a roaring lion, seeking 
_ whom he may devour.’ And remember what Solomon saith, ‘A patient man 
■ ‘ is better than a strong warrior, and he that conquereth his own stomach, is 
5 ”• better than he that conquereth towns and cities.’ 1 “ Bartlet Green.” 

“ Agreement of minds joining in unity of faith, and growing up in charity, 
is true and steadfast amity. Farewell, my Bartram, and remember me, that 
ever we may be like together. Farewell. At Newgate, Jan. 20, anno 1556. 2 

“ Set sober love against hasty wrath. 

“ Bartlet Green.” 

Thus we see the fatherly kindness of our most gracious and mer¬ 
ciful God, who never suffereth his elect children so to fall, that they 
lie still in security of sin, but oftentimes quickeneth them up by 
some such means as perhaps they think least of, as he did here this 
his strayed sheep. And now therefore to return to our history: for 
the better maintenance of himself in these his studies, and other his 
affairs, he had a large exhibition of his grandfather, master doctor 
Bartlet, who, during the time of Green’s imprisonment, made unto 
Large him large offers of great livings, if he would recant, and (forsaking 
ed Master the truth, and gospel of Christ) come home again to the church and 
byBartiet synagogue of Rome. But those his persuasions (the Lord be there¬ 
to the Urn f° re praised) took small effect in his faithful heart, as the sequel did 
church of declare. He was a man beloved of all men (except of the papists, 
Rome ‘ who love none that love the truth) ; and' so he well deserved, for he 
was of a meek, humble, discreet, and most gentle behaviour to all. 
fh!p n be" Injurious he was to none, beneficial to many, especially to those that 
tween were of the household of faith; as appeared amongst other, by his 
Goodman f r ; en( |jy dealing with master Christopher Goodman, being at that 
Green, present a poor exile beyond the seas; with whom this Bartlet 
Green (as well for his toward learning, as also for his sober and godly 
behaviour) had often society in Oxford, in the days of good king 
Edward ; whom now, notwithstanding his friend’s misery and banish¬ 
ment, he did not lightly forget: and that turned as it chanced (not 
without the providence of Almighty God) to the great grief of both; 
the one of heart, for the loss of his friend, and the other of body, in 
o^apprT- suffering the cruel and murdering rage of papists. The cause hereof 
bending was a letter which Green did write unto the said Goodman, containing 
came by as well the report of certain demands or questions, which were cast 
tercepted! abroad in London (as appeareth hereafter in a letter of his own 
penning, which he meant to have sent unto master Philpot, wherein he 
declareth his full usage before the bishop of London and others), as 
also an answer to a question made by the said Christopher Goodman, 
in a letter written unto him, in which he required to have the cer¬ 
tainty of the report which was spread amongst them on the other 
side of the seas, that the queen was dead. Whereunto master 
Green answered simply, and as the truth then was, that she was not 
dead. 

These letters, with many others, written to divers of the godly 
exiles, by their friends here in England, being delivered to a mes¬ 
senger to carry over, came by the apprehension of the said bearer, 
unto the hands of the king and queen’s council; who,,at their conve- 

(1) “ Melior est patiens viro forti, et qui dominatur ammo expugnatore urbium.” 

(2) “ Animorum in fide unio per charitatem aucta, firma est amicitia. Vale, mi Bertrame, et 
mei memineris, ut semper simillihii efficiamur. Vale, apud Novam Portam, 20 Januarii, 1556.” 
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nient leisure (which in those days by some of them was quickly found Man/. 
out for such matters), perused the whole number of the said letters, A ^ 
and amongst them espied this letter of master Green’s, written unto 1556 . 
his friend Christopher Goodman; in the contents whereof (amongst 
other news and private matters) they found these words : “ The 
queen is not yet dead.” Which words were only written as an answer, 
to certify master Goodman of the truth of his former demand ; how- 
beit (to some of the council) they seemed very heinous words, yea, 
treason they would have made them, if the law would have suffered. 

Which when they could not do (and being yet very loth to let any 
such depart freely, whom they suspected to be a favourer of the 
gospel), they then examined him upon his faith in religion; but his faith, 
upon what points it is not certainly known. 

Nevertheless (as it seemeth) his answers were such as little pleased 
them (especially the anointed sort); and therefore, after they had long 
detained him in prison, as well in the Tower of London as elsewhere, 
they sent him at last unto Bonner bishop of London, to be ordered 
according to his ecclesiastical law; as appeareth by their letters sent 
unto the bishop, with the said prisoner also, wherein it may appear, 
that six John Bourne (then secretary to the queen) was a chief stirrer 
in such cases, yea and an enticer of others of the council; who stirrer of 
otherwise (if for fear they durst) would have been content to have tfoT™ 
let such matters alone. The Lord forgive them their weakness (if it 
be his good pleasure) and give them true repentance. Amen. 

A Letter sent unto Bonner, Bishop of London, by the Queen’s 

Council, dated the 11th Day of November, 1555 ; but not 

delivered until the 17th of the same Month. 

After our right hearty commendations to your good lordship, we send to the 
same herewith the body of one Bartlet Green, who hath of good time remained 
in the Tower for his obstinate standing in matters against the catholic religion, 
whom the king’s and queen’s majesties’ pleasures are (because he is of your 
lordship’s diocese), ye shall cause to be ordered according to the laws in such cases 
provided. And thus we bid your lordship heartily farewell. 

From St. James’s, the 11th of November, 1555. 

Your good lordship’s loving friends, 

Winchester, Pembroke, Thomas Ely, 

William Haward, John Bourne, Thomas Wharton. 

Postscript—I, sir John Bourne, will wait upon your lordship, and signify 
further the king’s and queen’s majesties’ pleasure herein. 

Now that ye may the better understand the certainty of his 
handling, after this his coming unto Bonner’s custody, I have thought 
it good to put forth his own letter, containing at large the discourse 
of the same; which letter he wrote, and did mean to have sent unto 
master Philpot, but was prevented belike either by Philpot’s death, 
or else (and rather) by the wily watching of his keeper : for it came 
(by what means I know not certainly) unto the bishop’s hands, and 
being delivered unto his registrar, was found in one of his books of 
record, the copy whereof here followeth. 
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. A Letter of Bartlet Green, written unto John Philpot, containing, 
besides other particular Matter betwixt him and Master Philpot, 
a brief Rehearsal of his Handling, and certain his Conferences 
with Bonner and others, at his first coming to the Bishops. 

* I marvel 1 * much that you will raise such slanders of me : for, what else is 
a slander than an untrue report of a man, to the hurt of a man ? And though 
you will not seem to hurt me herein, nor did it there-for, yet, being a false 
report of me to the hurt of other men, methinketh I may count myself slan¬ 
dered therein. Is not the heart offended when the foot is slandered? is not the 
body troubled when the tongue is belied ? is not the hand ready to revenge the 
dishonour of the head, or hurt of the least part of the body? are we not 
members all of one body ? are we not members of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones 1 If you think them not of one body with us, yet should you not 
have spoken evil of any man, yet should you not have slandered the rulers. 3 
But you have sought my hurt ignorantly : remember you not what happened to 
Moses and Aaron at the waters of strife, because of the over-great estimation 
that the people had in them? Were not the people plagued by David, in whom 
they over-much gloried ? quippe per quas peccat quis, per eadem punietur. 
None had such praise as had Josiah ; and what was the end? 3 The people bad 
Josiah in reverence, and he spake, and it came not to pass! Peter's boldness 
deserved a fall; Paul had the messenger of Satan sent him ; to Peter, after the 
preferment was given him, was a foul fall and sharp rebuke; to the same, after 
the feeding of sheep, 4 Paul withstood him in the face. Let him that standeth 
take heed he fall not; for “ if any man seem unto himself to be somewhat 
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.” Would God you saw my heart, and 
the sorrows that I sustained thereby; God knoweth whether it were with the 
desire to be revenged of such lies, or to be delivered from the occasion of vain¬ 
glory thereby (for I must say with David, “ Delicta quis intelligit ? ab occultis,” 
etc.), that I had almost fallen on the other side, to have swerved from the truth 
thereby. And this say I in truth, coram Domino; for I am not ashamed to 
confess my own weakness, to the praise of the glory of God. Would God von 
were not carnal, to prefer your friend with lies, to esteem friendship above 
truth, yea, above God, the author of all truth. Qui gloriatur, in Domino glori- 
etur: absit mihi gloriari nisi in cruce Domini Christi, etc. Is this your friend¬ 
ship, O my friend ? * 

That which was wanting in talk (through my default) at your being here, I 
have supplied by writing in your absence, now at the length getting some oppor¬ 
tunity and leisure. The 17th day of November, being brought hither by two of 
the clock at afternoon, I was presented before my lord of London and other 
two bishops, master Deane, master Roper, master Welch, Dr. Harpsheld arch¬ 
deacon of London, and other two or three, all sitting at one table. There were 
also present Dr. Dale, master George Mordant, master Dee. 5 Then after the 
bishop of London had rend unto himself the letter that came from the council, 
he spake with more words, but (as I remember) to this effect; that the cause of 
their assembly was: to hear mine examination, whereunto he had authority by 
the council; and had provided master Welch, and another whose name I know 
not (but well I remember, though he obtained it not, yet desired he my lord, 
that I might hear the council’s letters), to be there if any matters of the common 
law should arise, to discuss them : he entreated my lord to determine all con¬ 
troversies of Scriptures; and as for the civil law, he and Dr. Dale should take it 
on them. Wherefore he demanded of me the cause of mine imprisonment. I 
said, that the occasion of mine apprehension was a letter which I wrote to one 
Christopher Goodman, wherein (certifying him of such news as happened here) 
among the rest, I wrote that there were certain printed papers of questions 
scattered abroad. Whereupon, being suspected to be privy unto the devising 
or publishing of the same, I was committed to the Fleet: but since heard I 

(1) This portion of the letter, distinguished by asterisks, is thus placed in the First Edition of 

the Acts and Monuments : it is omitted in later Editions, and seems, in fact, unconnected and 

unfinished; referring briefly to the “ particular matter” mentioned in the title attached to the 

letter — Ed. (2) Tit. iii. 2 Pet. ii. (3) 2 Chron. xxxv. (41 John xxi. 

(5) Master Dee was yet under bond of recognizance for the good appearing and forthcoming till 
Christmas next after. 
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nothing thereof, after the commissioners had received my submission. The 
sum whereof was, that as I was sure there neither could be any true witness, nor 
probable conjecture against me in that behalf; so refused I no punishment, if 
they of their consciences would judge me privy to the devising, printing, or 
publishing of those questions. But my lord, affirming that there was another 
cause of mine imprisonment since, demanded if I had not after, since I was 
committed to the Fleet, spoken or written somewhat against the natural presence 
of Christ in the sacrament of the altar. 

Then desired I his lordship to be good unto me, trusting that he would put 
me to answer to no new matters, except I were first discharged of the old. And 
when I stood long on that, master Welch answered, that it was" procured that I 
should so do, right well. For albeit I were imprisoned for treason, if during the 
time of endurance I had maintained heresy, that were no sufficient allegation 
against the ordinary; neither, whether I were before him acquitted or condemned, 
should it take away the former fault. Then, my lord affirming that I was not 
brought before him but for heresy, and the other gentleman saying that doubt¬ 
less I was discharged of my former matter; my desire was, that I might be 
charged according to the order of the law, to hear my accusers. 

Then Dr. Chedsey was sent for, who reported that in the presence of master 
Mosley and the lieutenant of the Tower, I spake against the real presence and 
the sacrifice of the mass; and that I affirmed that their church was the church 
of antichrist. 

“ Is not this true?” quoth my lord. I said, “Yea.” “ Will you continue 
therein ?” quoth he. “ Yea,” said I. “ Wilt thou then maintain, it by learn¬ 
ing ? ” said he. “ Therein,” quoth I, “ I should show myself to have little wit, 
knowing mine own youth and ignorance, if I would take on me to maintain any 
controversy against so many grave and learned men. But my conscience was 
satisfied in the truth, which was sufficient to my salvation.” “ Conscience!” 
quoth master Roper; “ so shall every Jew and Turk be saved.” 

We had hereafter much talk to no purpose, and especially on my part, who 
felt in myself, through cold and open air, much dulness of wit and memory. At 
the length I was asked what conscience was: and I said, “ The certifying of 
the truth.” 

With that master Welch rose up, desiring leave to talk with me alone. So 
he taking me aside into another chamber, said, that he was sorry for my trouble, 
and would gladly see me at liberty: he marvelled that I, being a young man, 
would stand against all the learned men of the realm, yea and contrary to the 
whole determination of the catholic church from Christ’s time, in a matter 
wherein 1 could have no great learning: I ought not to think mine own wit 
better than all men’s, but should believe them that were learned. “ I promise 
you,” quoth he, “ I have read all Peter Martyr’s book, 1 and Cranmer’s, and all 
the rest of them, and have conferred them with the contrary, as Roffensis, and 
the bishop of Winchester, etc., and could not perceive but that there was one 
continual truth, which from the beginning had been maintained ; and those that 
at any time severed from this unity, were answered, and answered again.” This 
was the sum of his tale, which lacked neither wit nor eloquence. 

Then spake I : “ Forasmuch as it pleaseth your mastership to use me so 
familiarly (for so he behaved himself towards me, as though I had been his 
equal), 1 shall open my mind freely unto you, desiring you to take it in good 
worth. I consider my youth, lack of wit and learning, which would God it 
were but a little under the opinion that some men have of me! But God is not 
bound to time, wit, or knowledge, but rather chooseth 1 Infirma mundi, ut con- 
funderet fortia,’ neither can men appoint bounds to God’s mercy : for, ‘ I will 
have compassion,’ saith he, ‘ on whom I will show mercy.’ 2 There is no respect 
of persons with God, whether it be old or young, rich or poor, wise or foolish, 
fisher or basket-maker. God giveth knowledge of his truth, through his free 

(1) Perhaps “ Martyr. Tractatio de Sacrament. Eucharistiae,” Londini, 1549; or “ Defensio Doc- 
trinse Vet. et Apost. de Eucharistiae Sacrament.; Tiguri,” 1562. The former was dedicated to 
archbp. Cranmer. The reason whereof that he gave, was, “ Since he could not find a defender, both 
of evangelical truth and also of this eucharistical sacrament, sanctior, doctior, et firmior ; i. e. more 
holy, more learned, and more steady, than he; and that his grace had so great knowledge concerning 
this controversy, as he (P. Martyr) well knew, that it was hard to find the like beside.” See more 
in Strype’s “ Memorials of Edward VI.,” book i. chap. 24. The “ Tractatio” was translated into 
English by Nic. Udall. Dibdin. vol. iv. p. 314. See Jenkyns’s Note, p. 102, in Cranmer’s Works, 
vol. iv.— Ed. (2) Rom. ix. 
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A LETTER OF BARTLET GREEN TO PHII.POT 

grace, to whom he list. 1 Neither do I think myself only to have the truth, but 
steadfastly believe that Christ hath his spouse, the catholic and universal church, 
dispersed in many realms where it pleaseth him, ‘ Spiritus ubi vult spiratno 
more is he addicted to any one place, than to the person and qualities of one 
man. Of this church I nothing doubt myself to be a member, trusting to be 
saved by the faith that is taught in the same. But how this church is known, 
is in a manner the end of all controversy ; and the true marks of Christ’s church 
are the true preaching of his word and ministering of his sacraments. These 
marks were sealed by the apostles, and confirmed by the ancient fathers, till at 
the length they were, through the wickedness of men and the devil, sore worn, 
and almost utterly taken away. But God be praised that he hath renewed the 
print, that his truth may be known in many places. For myself, I call God to 
witness, I have none hope in mine own wit" and learning, which is very small; 
but I was persuaded thereto by him, as by an instrument 2 that is excellent in 
all good learning and living. And God is my record, that chiefly I sought it 
of him by continual prayer with tears. Furthermore, what I have done herein, 
it is not needful for me to speak : but one thing (I say) I wish of God with all 
my heart—that all men which are of contrary judgment, would seek the truth 
in like manner. Now I am brought hither before a great many of bishops and 
learned men, to be made a fool and a laughing-stock: but I weigh it not a rush, 
for God knoweth that my whole study is to please him. Besides that, I care 
not for man’s pleasure, or displeasure.” 

“ No, master Green,” quoth Welch, “ think not so uncharitably of any man, 
but judge rather that men labour for your soul’s health, as for their own. But, 
alas, how will you condemn all our forefathers ! or how can you think yourself 
to be of the catholic church, without any continuance, and contrary to the 
judgment of all learned men ?” 

Then I said, “ Sir, I have none authority to judge any man: nevertheless, I 
doubt not but that I am of the true catholic church, howsoever our learned men 
here judge of me.” 

“ Why then,” said Welch, “ do you suppose your own wit and learning better 
than all theirs ? if you do not give credit only to them, other learned men shall 
resort unto you, that shall persuade you by the Scriptures and doctors.” 

“ Sir,” quoth I, “ God knoweth that I refuse not to learn of any child, but I 
would embrace the truth from the mouth of a natural fool, in any thing wherein 
I am ignorant, and that in all things—saving my faith. But concerning the 
truth, wherein I am thoroughly persuaded, I cannot submit myself to learn; 
unless it be, as your mastership said, that I perused the books on both sides. 
For so might I make myself an indifferent judge: otherwise I may be 
seduced.” 

And here we fell out again in a long talk of the church, wherein his learning 
and wit were much above mine: but in the end I told him I was persuaded, and 
that he did but lose his labour. 

“ Why then,” quoth Welch, “ what shall I report to my lord?” 

“ Even as pleaseth you,” quoth I; “or else you may say that I would be 
glad to learn, if I had books on both sides.” 

So he going in, the bishops (even then risen, and ready to depart) asked 
how he liked me ? He answered, “ In faith, my lord, he will be glad to learn.” 
Which words when they were taken, lest they should mistake his meaning and 
mine, I said, “ Yea, my lord, so that I may have books on both sides, as Calvin, 
and my lord of Canterbury’s books, and such others.” “ Well,” quoth my 
lord, “ I will satisfy thy mind therein also.” And they all were in great hope 
that shortly I should become a good catholic, as they call it. 

Then was I brought into my lord’s inner chamber (where you were 3 ), and 
there was put in a chamber with master Dee, who entreated me very friendly. 
■ That night I supped at my lord’s table, and lay with master Dee in the cham¬ 
ber you did see. On the morrow I was served at dinner from my lord’s table, 
and at night did eat in the hall with his gentlemen ; where I have been placed 
ever since, and fared wonderful well. Yea, to say the truth, I had my liberty 
within the bounds of his lordship’s house: for my lodging and fare, scarce have 
I been at any time abroad in better case so long together, and have found so 

(1) James i. (2) By this instrument he meaneth Peter Martyr. 

(3) Where Philpot was, he meaneth, to whom he wrote this letter. 
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much gentleness of my lord, and his chaplains, and other servants, that I 
Bhould easily have forgotten that I was in prison, were it not that this great 
cheer was often powdered with unsavoury sauces of examinations, exhortations, 
posings, and disputations. 

For, shortly after supper, the first Monday at night, I was had into my lord’s 
bed-chamber, and there he would know of me how I came first into these 
heresies. I said I was persuaded thereto by the Scriptures, and authorities of 
the doctors, alleged by Peter Martyr in his lectures upon 1 Cor. xi., 1 while he 
entreated there on that place, “ De ccenh Domini,” by the space of a month 
together. But then my lord enforced the plainness of Christ’s words, and his 
almighty power, demanding of me, what reason should move me from the literal 
sense of the words. But I, having no lust to those matters, would have alleged 
that there were books sufficient of that matter, as Peter Martyr, Cranmer and 
CEcolampadius : nevertheless when this shift would not serve, but 1 was con¬ 
strained to say somewhat, I said I was moved from the literal sense by the 
manner of speaking, by the circumstance, and by conference of other places of 
the Scriptures. It is evident that Christ took bread, and that he showed them 
(they seeing it) bread, which he affirmed to be his body. 

Christ affirmed that bread was his body. 

But that affirmation taken literally, can by no means be true: 

Ergo, the words, if they be taken according to the letter, cannot be true. 

For this predication, “ Panis esl corpus Christi,” or “ corpus Christi estpanis,” 
is neither identica, nor accidentalis, nor essentialis prsedicatio. Wherefore of 
necessity 1 must say it was spoken in the like sense, as Christ was a door, a 
vine, and a way. N either can it serve to say, that it was not of bread that he 
affirmed to be his body; and that for two causes. 

For whatsoever he showed, that was bread; for nought else was seen. 

But that which he showed he affirmed to be his body: 

Ergo, he affirmed of bread that it was his body. 

The second reason is; for that it was not changed before, seeing benedixit, 
is gratias egit, or else Christ affirmed no true proposition, and you are without 
authority. 

Jn the end of this letter, there were noted these sentences following, collected 
for confirmation of his former assertions, videlicet,— 

“ Eadem locutio poculi,” i. e. the same phrase is used and spoken upon the cup. 

“ Dicitur postea panis,” i. e. it is called bread in the same place afterward. 

“ Eadem ratione rejecero corpus, qua tu panem,” i. e. by the same reason as 
it may be denied to be bread, it may be denied to be the body. 

“ Ascendit in coelum,” i. e. his body ascended into heaven. 2 

In body he was like to us in all things after his nativity (sin excepted). 
Seeing then our body cannot be in two places at once: 

Ergo, Neither his. 

“ Discipuli non stupebant,” etc., i. e. his disciples took it as no miracle nor 
wonder. 


THE LAST EXAMINATION AND CONDEMNATION OF 
MASTER GREEN. 

Thus (as it seemeth) for this time they left off. But not long 
after, the bishop, perceiving Green’s learning and constancy to be 
such as neither he, nor any of his doctors and chaplains, could by 
the Scriptures refel, began then to object and put in practice his 
chief and strongest argument against him; which was the rigour of 
the law, and cruelty of execution : an argument I assure you, which 
without the special grace of our God to flesh is importable. And 
therefore, using laws as a cloak of his tyranny, the 27tli day of Novem- 

(1) These were read, it appears from Strype’s “ Memorials of Edward VI.” Book i. ch. xv. upon 
the suggestion of the king, by Peter Martyr at Oxford, and by Bucer at Cambridge, as the -fittest 
persons to inform the students in their notions and doctrines concerning religion. Some misre¬ 
presentations of the course adopted by the two professors are corrected by Strype in the book 
referred to, vol. ii. pp. 196, 197. Lond. 1816.—Ed. 

(2) “Corpore nobis factus est similis in omnibus post nativitatem. At nostrum corpus non 
potest esse in duobus locis. Ergo,” etc. 
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THE CONFESSION OF BARTLET GREEN. 

ber, the said bishop examined him upon certain points of Christian 
religion: whereunto, when he had answered, the bishop appointed 
the registrar (as their most common manner is) to draw thereout an 
order of confession; which, being afterwards read unto Green, was 
also subscribed by him, as a confirmation of his former assertions.— 
The tenor whereof here ensueth. 

The Confession and Saying of Bartlet Green. 1 

Bartlet Green—born in the city of London, in the parish of Basing-hall, of 
the diocese of London, and of the age of twenty-five years,—being examined in 
the bishop’s palace, the 27th day of November, Anno 1555, upon certain 
articles, answered as followeth, viz.: that neither in the time of king Edward, 
after the mass by him was put down, neither in the time of queen Mary, after 
the mass was restored again, he hath heard any mass at all; but he saith that 
in the reign of the said queen’s majesty he (the said Bartlet), two times, to wit, 
at two Easter-tides or days, in the chamber of John Pulline, one of the preachers 
in king Edward’s time, within the parish of St. Michael’s, Cornhill, of the 
diocese of London, did receive the communion with the said Pulline, and Chris¬ 
topher Goodman, some time reader of the divinity lecture in Oxford, now gone 
beyond the sea; and the second time with the said Pulline and with one Run- 
neger, Master of Arts of Magdalen College in Oxford. And this examinate 
also saith, that at both the said communions he, and the others before named, 
did take and receive bread and wine, which bread and wine he called sacra¬ 
mental bread, and sacramental wine, which, he saith, were used there by them, 
Pulline only reading the words of the institution, expressed in the book of com 
munion. In which receiving and using, this examinate saith, that the other 
aforenamed did receive the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, and that they 
received material bread and material wine, no substance thereof changed, and 
so no real presence of the body and blood of Christ there being, but only grace 
added thereto. And further, this examinate saith, that he had heretofore, during 
the reign of the queen’s majesty aforesaid, refused, and so now doth refuse, to 
come and hear mass, and to receive the sacrament of the altar, as they are now 
used and ministered in this church of England, because he saith, that concern¬ 
ing the mass, he cannot be persuaded in his conscience, that the sacrifice pre¬ 
tended to be in the same, is agreeable to God’s word, or maintainable by the 
same, and that without deadly offence he cannot worship the body and blood of 
Christ, that is pretended to be there. And as concerning this sacrament of the 
altar, this examinate saith, that he heretofore, during the said reign, hath refused, 
and now doth refuse, to receive the same as is now used in this church of Eng¬ 
land, because it is not used according to the institution of Christ, but both in a 
strange tongue, and also not ministered in both kinds; and, besides that, con¬ 
trary to God’s word it is there taught, that the thing there ministered is to be 
adored as the real and true body of Christ. And furthermore this examinate 
saith, that during the said reign he hath not been confessed to the priest, nor 
received absolution at his hands, because he is not bound by God’s word to make 
auricular confession. 

Bartlet Green. 

Many other sundry conferences and public examinations they brought 
him unto. But in the end (seeing his steadfastness of faith to be such, 
as against the which neither their threatenings, nor yet their flattering 
promises could prevail), the loth day of January the bishop caused 
him, with the rest above-named, to be brought into the consistory in 
Paul’s; where, being set in his judgment seat, accompanied with 
Fecknam, then dean of the same church, and other his chaplains, 
after he had condemned the other six, he then, calling for Bartlet 
Green, began with these, or the like words : 

“Honourable audience, 1 think it best to open unto you the conversation of 
this man, called Bartlet Green. And because you shall not charge me that I 
(1) Gathered by the bishop’s registrar. 
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go about to seek any man’s blood, here you shall hear the council’s letters, which 
they sent with him unto me. The effect whereof is, that whereas he had been 
of long time in the Tower of London for heresy, they have now sent him unto A. D. 
me to be ordered, according to the laws therefore provided. And now to thee, 1556. 
Bartlet Green, I propose these nine articles. 

Then he read the articles above mentioned, which were generally Nine arti- 
objected to all these seven prisoners, to wit, Thomas Whittle, John toGre™, 
Tudson, John Went, Thomas Brown, Isabel Foster, Joan Lashford, etc - 
Bartlet Green. 

But when master Green would have answered them particularly, he Green not 
was put to silence, with promise that he should have time to answer answer 
sufficiently; and therefore the bishop proceeding said, that when them - 
Green came first to his house, he desired to have the books of the read with 
ancient doctors of the church to read, which he said he granted him. ent’yuJg- 
Whereunto Green answered and said, that if the doctors were with ™™t, 
indifferent judgment weighed, they made more a great deal with him, more 
than they did with them. Upon which words Fecknam, dean of St. thTpl- 
Paul’s, stood up, and marvelling why he said so, asked him if he £•“ than 
would be content to stand to the judgment of the doctors. Green them, 
then said, that he was content to stand to the doctors’ judgment. 

“ I will then propound unto you,” quoth Fecknam, “ the doctors, 
and interpret them yourself.” So he alleged a place of Chrysostome, 

“ Ad Populum Antiochiae,” which was this, “ Elias going up, left his 
cloak behind him: but Christ ascending up, took his flesh, and also 
left it behind him.” 1 And he demanded Green, how he understood 
the place. 

Then Green prayed him that he would confer the doctors’ sayings 
together; and therefore alleged the same doctor again, writing upon 
1 Cor. x. “ Is not the bread which we bless the communica- Chrysost. 
tion of the Lord’s body ?”* whereby he proved that this doctor called ™ or ' 
this sacrament but a sign of the Lord’s body. Many other words of 
probation and denial were betwixt them. 

At last Fecknam demanded of him, how long he had been of this 
opinion: “for master Green,” said he, “you confessed once to me, 
that when you were at Oxford at school, you were called the rankest Green 
papist in that house ; and being compelled to go to the lecture of 
Peter Martyr, you were converted from your old doctrine.” And P a P ist - 
Green confessed the same. 

Then again he said, that Green told him, that the said Peter untrue 
Martyr was a papist in his first coming to Oxford. Whereupon he of 
made an exclamation, and prayed the people to consider how vain his Martyr, 
doctrine that he professed was, which was grounded upon one man, 
and that upon so unconstant a man as Peter Martyr, which perceiving 
the wicked intent of the council, was content to please them, and 
forsake the true and catholic faith. 3 

Green said that he grounded not his faith upon Martyr, nor any 
other, nor did believe so because Martyr believed the same, but be¬ 
cause that he had heard the scriptures, and the doctors of the church 

fi) “ Elias ascendens melotem suum post se reliquit: Christus vero ascendens carnem suam 
assumpsit, et eandem post se reliquit.” [See Vol. vi. p. 485.] # . 

(2) ‘‘An non est panis quem nos benedicimus, commumcatio corporis Domini? Nonne est 

^m’This statement is accounted for and corrected in the portion of Strype before quoted.—E d. 

3 n 2 
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Mary, truly and wholesomely expounded by him; neither had he any regard 
A D of the man, but of the word which he spake. And further he said, 
1556. that he heard the said master Peter say often, that he had not as yet, 
' ' " while he was a papist, read Chrysostome upon 1 Cor.x., nor many other 

places of the doctors : but when he had read them, and well con¬ 
sidered them, he was content to yield to the doctors, having first 
Martyr humbled himself in prayer, desiring God to illuminate him, and 
turned bring him to the true understanding of the Scripture : “ which thing,” 
pop”yto sa id Green, “if you, my lord, would do, I do not doubt, but God 
by pra'er wou ^ open your eyes, and show you his truth, no more than I do 
and read- doubt his words to be true that saith, ‘Ask, and it shall be given to 
doctors, you ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you,’ ” etc. 

One holy Then Fecknam asked him, what he thought of this article, 
church? “ Sanctam ecclesiam catholicam.” And Green answered, that he 
did believe one holy and universal church throughout all the world. 

Then Fecknam said, that he would fain have a sure mark and 
token, whereby he might know this church ; and therefore he prayed 
True Green to define unto him this church. Green answered, that this 
murks of c ] lurc j 1 did a g ree i n verity of the true doctrine of Christ, and was 
church. l in o W n by the true administration of his sacraments. 

Disagree- Whereupon Fecknam said, that he would prove the church whereof 

amongst was ? never agreeing in doctrine, but always to have been in 
professors controversy in their religion : “ for,” said he, “ Luther and Zuin- 
gospei. glius could never agree in their writings or sayings, nor OEcolampadius 
with Carolostadius, nor Carolostadius with either Zuinglius or Luther, 
etc., for Luther writing upon the sacrament of the altar, said, that 
‘ In hoc pane, vel sub hoc pane corpus Domini accipimus.’ Zuin¬ 
glius controlling him, said, “ Sub signo panis corpus Domini accipi- 
mus.’ And the other controlled him in like case.” 

Tne gos- Then master Green proved their opinions of the sacrament to be 
word” in one i n e ff ect » being rightly weighed: and though their words did not 
dissent 0 soun< ^ one , yet they meant one thing ; and their opinions were all 
but in ’ one, as he proved by divers other examples. 

agree d ° Then Fecknam desired him that he would not so wilfully cast him- 
word the s °ff awa } r ? hut to be rather conformable to reason, and that my lord 
bishop there present would be good unto him, and would grant him 
respite (if he would demand it) for a fortnight or three weeks, and 
that he should choose any learned man whom he would, and should 
go with him home to his house; and that he whom he would choose, 
would willingly take the pains to read and confer the doctors with 
him, and open the doctors’ minds and meanings unto him. 

Bonner Then Bonner said, that he was proud, and an obstinate boy; and 
d°th ili therefore he bade Fecknam to hold his peace, and to call him no 
Green to more master Green : “ for,” said he, “ you ought not to call a heretic 

be celled t J 

master. iUootci. 

After this Dr. Pendleton alleged to him this text out of Luke xxii., 
“Exhocnonmanducaboilluddonecimpleaturin regnoDei.” “Here,” 
said he, “ you must confess your opinion to be false; else you must 
say that Christ was a liar: for Christ said, ‘ I will eat no more of 
this, while it be fulfilled in my Father’s kingdom.’ If Christ did eat 
iio more the bread when he spake these words, then must you say that 
he was a liar; for he did eat bread after, with his disciples, before he 
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ascended But if you say he did eat his body then, and after but Mary 
bread, it will not agree with the Scriptures, nor with good reason.” 1 a.D. 
Then Green answered and said, that this was spoken by an 1556. 
anticipation, as one of their own bishops, 2 (which is now dead) 
did say. 

Then Dr. Pendleton said, that that was no sufficient discharge, 
nor no sufficient answer for him in this case ; “ for,” said he, “ it is 
well known that the bishop was of a contrary opinion to you, and that 
he died a good Christian man.” To which words Green said, “ I do 
not call him to witness in this case, as though he were a sufficient 
man, to prove my saying to be true in this matter: but I do allege 
him against you, as Paul did the scripture, which he found graven 
in the altar of the Athenians, against themselves, ‘ignoto Deo.’” 

These with many other words were between them, which I do in the old 
overpass, because it were too long to stand upon recital of every confmi' 
thing. Last of all the bishop asked him, if he would recant. He ™ at “ a 
said nay, he would not. “ But my lord,” said he, “ in old time greatest 
there were no men put to death for their conscience, until such time ^matters 
as bishops found the means to make it death.to believe contrary to 
them ; but excommunication, my lord, was the greatest penalty which science, 
men had for their conscience; yea, insomuch that St. Augustine 
wrote and commanded, that no man should be put to death for his 
opinion.” 3 

Then Bonner said, that when St. Augustine saw what inconve¬ 
niences followed of that commandment, he wrote again to the tempo¬ 
ral rulers, commanding them to punish their bodies also. “ But,” 
said Green, “ he bade not put them to death.” “ He bade punish 
them,” quoth Bonner. “ Yea,” said Green, “ but not put them 
to death.” “ That they should be punished,” quoth Bonner 
again. 

This talk ended, he asked Green if he would recant, and return to Sentence 
their Romish mother : which when he denied, the bishop pronounced 
the sentence definitive against him, and so committed him to the Grecn - 
sheriffs of London, who caused him to be carried to Newgate. And 
as he was going thither, there met with him two gentlemen, being 
both his special friends, minding belike to comfort this their perse¬ 
cuted brother : but at their meeting, their loving and friendly hearts 
(not able any longer to hide themselves) were manifested by the 
abundance of their pitiful tears. To whom, when Green saw them, The 
he said in these or like words, “ Ah, my friends! is this your comfort £° L ^ aof 
you are come to give me, in this my occasion of heaviness ? Must “ 

I, who needed to have comfort ministered to me, become now a com- by the ’ 
forter of you ?” And thus declaring his most quiet and peaceable 
mind and conscience, he cheerfully spake to them and others, until s ate - 
he came to the prison door, into the which he joyfully entered, and 
there remained always either in prayer (whereunto he much gave 
himself ), or else in some other godly meditations and exercises, unto 
the 27th day of January, when he, with his other above-mentioned 
brethren, went most cheerfully unto the place of their torments, often 

(1) Note the blind ignorance of Pendleton, as though the kingdom of Christ was not gotten at 
the death of Christ. 

( 2 ) This bishop belike was Gardiner, bishop of Winchester. 

(3) Contra Epist. Parmen. lib. i. cap. 14. 



742 THE STORY OF BARTLET GREEN, MARTYR. 

Mary, repeating, as well by the way, as also at the stake, these Latin verses 

A D following— 

jg’gg' Christe Deus, sine to spes est mihi nulla salutis: 

-1- Te duce vera sequor, te duce falsa nego. 

In English thus, 

O Christ, my God, sure hope of health besides thee have I none: 

The truth I love, and falsehood hate, by thee my Guide alone. 

During the time of his imprisonment in Newgate, divers of his 
friends had access unto him, to whom he gave sundry godly exhorta¬ 
tions, wherewith they were not only well contented, but for better 
remembrance as well of the same his instructions, as also of his own 
good and godly person, they desired him to write somewhat in their 
books, which request he willingly granted, as in manner here ensueth. 

These verses were written in a book of Master Hussey of the 
Temple: 

Behold thyself by me; such one was I, as thou : 

And thou in time shalt be, even dust as I am now. 

Bartlet Green. 

These verses were also written in a book of master William Fleet- 
wood, of the same house: 

My resting-road is found, vain hope and hap adieu: 

Lout whom you list with change, death shall me rid from you. 

Bartlet Green. 

The Amongst other divers and singular good virtues of this good man, 
modesty s P e< -'i a Hy i n him was to be noted such a modest nature, so humbly 
and hum- thinking of himself as in few men is to be found, ever dejecting 
of Green? himself under that was in him, and ever seeming to be less than he 
was, so that nothing less he could abide, than to hear of his praise or 
commendation ; as well declareth not only his letter written to 
master Philpot, wherein he doth earnestly expostulate with him, for 
slandering him with praise of his wit and learning, and other manifold 
virtues of great excellency ; but also by his own speech and answers 
in his examination, wherein he casteth from him all knowledge of 
learning and cunning, when notwithstanding he had more in him, 
than to any man’s eyes did appear. 

So great and admirable was this gift of modesty grafted in the 
nature of him, so far abhorring from all pride and arrogancy, that as 
he could not abide any thing that was spoken to his advancement or 
praise; so neither did there appear in him any show or brag in those 
things wherein he might justly glory, which were his punishments 
and sufferings for the cause and quarrel of Christ. For when he was 
beaten and scourged with rods by bishop Bonner (which scarce any 
man would believe, nor I neither, but that I heard it of him, which 
heard it out of his mouth), and he greatly rejoiced in the same, yet 
his shamefaced modesty was such, that never he would express any 
mention thereof, lest he should seem to glory too much in himself, 
save that only he opened the same to one master Cotton of the 
Temple, a friend of his, a little before his death. 

His piti- Moreover, to this rare and maidenly modesty in him was also 
ture”? adjoined the like nature of mercy and pitiful compassion; which 

affection though it seemeth to be little regarded of some, yet in my 
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mind is there no other thing wrought in nature, wherein man resem- Mary. 
bieth more truly the image of the high majesty of Almighty God, A 
than this. And as in this respect of merciful tenderness, man only 1556. 
excelleth all other beasts; so almost no less may this man seem to 
pass many other men, whose customable property and exercise was 
to visit the poor prisoners with him in prison both with bodily relief, 
and also with spiritual comfort: and finding many of them (I mean 
such as were there for theft and other naughty facts) very penitent 
and sorry for their evil demeanours, in hope of their amendment, did 
not only by mouth, but also by his letters require, yea as it were of 
duty in love did charge, his friends to travail for their deliverances; 
such was the pity and charitable mercy of this godly and most true 
member of Christ’s church, as appeareth by this letter here following. 

To my very loving Friends and Masters, Master Goring, Master 

Fernham, Master Fleetwood, Master Russel, Master Bell, Master 

Hussey, Master Calthorp, Master Bowyer, and others my Masters 

of the Temple, Bartlet Green wisheth health of body and soul. 

Very friends are they which are knit together with the knot of charity ; cha- True 
rity doth not decay, but increase in them that die faithfully: whereof it followeth, friend 
that though we be absent in body, yet are we present in the spirit, coupled 
together with the unity of faith in the bond of peace, which is love. How is sured by 
he worthy the name of a friend, that measureth his friendship with the distance ^ s, f a n c f or 
of a place, or parting of persons ? If thy friend be out of sight, is thy friend- of J er . 
ship ended ? if he be gone into the country, wilt thou cease to love him ? if he sons, 
he passed the seas, will you so forsake him? if he he carried into heaven, is 
charity hindered thereby? On the one side we have the use of the fathers from 
the primitive church, that gave thanks for their friends that died in the faith, to 
prove that charity died not with death. On the other side, saith Horace, 

“ Coelum non animum mutant, qui trans mare currunt.” 

What speak I of Horace ? Saith not St. Paul the same thing ? “ For we 
are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his blood, yea we are members 
one of another.” Is the hand or arm, foot or leg, a member, when it is dissev¬ 
ered from the body ? How can we be members, except we be joined together? Love only 
What is the line that coupleth us, hut love ? When all things shall fail, love faileth 
never. Hope hath his end, when we get that he hoped for. Faith is finished Another 
in heaven, love endureth for ever: love (I say) that proceedeth of charity; for things 
carnal love, when that which he loveth is lost, doth perish with the flesh, 

Neither was that ever hut fleshly love, which by distance of place, or severing dureth 
of bodies, is parted asunder. If love he the end or sum of the law, if heaven lor ever - 
and earth shall perish, yet one jot of God’s word shall not decay, why should we 
think that love lasteth not for ever? 

I need not to write much to you, my friends, neither can I have leisure now 
that the keepers are risen; hut this I say : If we keep Christ s commandment 
in loving each other, as he loved us, then should our love be everlasting. This 
friendship Paul felt when it moved him to say, that neither length nor breadth 
(meaning no distance of place), neither height nor depth, should sever him from 
the love of Christ. Weigh well this place, and mete it with Paul’s measures ; Love un- 
so shall we find that if our love be unfeigned, it can never be ended. Now may f«gned 
you say, “ Why writest thou this ?” Certes to the end that if our friendship be endeth . 
stable, you may accomplish this the last request of your friend, and perform 
after my death the friendship we began in our life, that amity may increase until 
God make it perfect at our next meeting together. 

Master Fleetwood, I beseech you remember Wittrance and Cook, two singular The suit 
men amongst common prisoners ; master Fernham and master Bell, with master °* r ®™ en 
Hussey, (as I hope) will dispatch Palmer and Richardson with his companions. saving of 
I pray you, master Calthorp, think on John Grove, an honest poor man, Traiford certain^ 
and Rice Apprice his accomplices: my cousin Thomas Witton, a scrivener in Lorn- ^" r p s r ; n 
bard-street, hath promised to further their delivery: at the least he can instruct Newgate. 
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you which way to work. I doubt not but that master Bowyer will labour for the 
good wife Cooper (for she is worthy to be holpen), and Berard the Frenchman. 
There be also divers other well disposed men, whose deliverance if ye will not 
labour for, yet I humbly beseech you to seek their relief, as you shall see cause: 
namely, of Henry Apprice, Launcelot, Hobbes, Lother, Homes, Carre, and 
Bockingham, a young man of goodly gifts in wit and learning, and (saving that 
he is somewhat wild) likely to do well hereafter. There be also two women, 
Coningham and Alice Alexander, that may prove honest. For these and all 
other poor prisoners here I make this my humble suit and prayer to you all, my 
masters, and especial good friends, beseeching you of all bonds of amity, for 
the precious blood of J esus Christ, in the bowels of mercy, to tender the causes 
of miserable captives; help to clothe Christ, visit the afflicted, comfort the sor¬ 
rowful, and relieve the needy. The very God of peace guide your hearts to have 
mercy on the poor, and love faithfully together. Amen.—This present Monday 
when I look to die, and live for ever. 

Yours as ever, Bartlet Green. 

Another Letter of Master Green to Mistress Elizabeth Clark. 

Would God (if it were his pleasure) that with this letter I might send you 
my heart and mind, and whatsoever there is in me else, that pertaineth to God: 
so should I think it the best message, and happiest letter, that ever I could 
write. But though I obtain not my desire, yet shall I not cease with continual 
prayer to labour for you, 1 desiring Almighty God to “ increase that which he 
hath long since begun in you,” of sober life and earnest zeal towards his reli¬ 
gion. “ In faith,” as saith St. Paul, “ she that is a true widow and friendless, 
putteth her trust in God, continuing day and night in supplication and prayer; 
but she that liveth in pleasure is dead, even yet alive.” 2 And verily a true widow 
is she that hath married Christ, forsaking the vanities of the world, and lust of 
the flesh. For as the married woman careth how to love, please, and serve her 
husband; so ought the widow to give all her heart and soul, thoughts and words, 
studies and labours, faithfully to love God, virtuously to bring up her children 
and household, and diligently to provide for the poor and oppressed. 3 

Therefore St. Paul first instructeth a widow how to behave herself, that is, 
“not to live in pleasure.” Then to watch unto prayer, is the only means to 
obtain all our desires, steadfastly laying up all our trust in God, as David right 
well saith, “ First eschew evil; then do good.” 1 Of Anna the praise was written, 
that she never went out of the temple, but served God with fasting and prayer 
night and day: so well had she espoused Christ. 0 Judith wore a smock of hair, 
continuing in fasting, and had good report of all men. 6 

The next care that belongeth to a widow, is, that she bring up her children 
and household godly, in the nurture and information of the Lord; whereof St. 
Paul saith, “ If any have children or nephews, let them learn first to rule their 
own house godly, and to recompense their elders.” 7 The incontinency and 
covetousness of Phinehas and Hoplmi, corrected by Eli their father, provoked 
God’s vengeance upon him and all his kindred ; 8 the over-tender love of Absa¬ 
lom expelled David from his kingdom; the unrebuked sins of Ammon encouraged 
Absalom to slay his brother : most manifest examples against the parents, for 
the offences of their children. 9 

Contrariwise, how greatly might Hannah rejoice over Samuel her son, whom 
she had brought up in the house of the Lord ! 10 What thanks might Tobias’s 
wife give for her son Toby! How happy was Solomon to be taught by the 
prophet Nathan ! 11 But above all widows, thrice blessed was the happy mother 
of the seven sons, that so had instructed them by the fear of God. that by no 
torments they would shrink from the love of his truth.” 12 

Of the last part, St. Paul showeth that a widow should be chosen : “ If she 
have nourished her children, if she have been liberal to strangers, if she have 
washed the saints’ feet, and if she have ministered to them in adversity.” 
Herein it is evident how earnestly St. Paul would have widow's bent towards 
the poor; for that (as though they only had been therefore meet) he appointed 
only widows to minister to the saints, and to gather for the poor: which use also 

(1) 1 Cor. vii. (2) 1 Tim. v. (3) 1 Tim. v. (4) Psal. xxxiv. 

(5) Luke ii. . (6) Judith viii. (7) Eph. vi. 1 Tim. v. (8) 1 Sam. ii. 2 Sam. xv. 

(9) 2 Sam. xv. (10) 2 Sam. xiii. (11)1 Sam. i. (12) 2 Mac. vii. 
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continued almost throughout the primitive church, that widows had the charge Mary. 
and gathering for the poor men and strangers. _ 

Of your neighbours I need not to put you in remembrance, seeing you daily A. U. 
feed them with good hospitality, by which means also many foreigners are of you 1556 - 
relieved; but of the poor alms-houses, and miserable prisoners here in London, 
many lacking their liberty without cause, some under the colour of religion, 
some only kept for fees, and some on private men’s displeasure. Alas, that 
Christ so hungereth, and no man will feed him; is sore oppressed with thirst, 
and no man will give him drink; destitute of all lodging, and not relieved; 
naked, and not clothed; sick, and not visited; imprisoned, and not seen. 

In times past men could bestow large sums of money on copes, vestments, 
and ornaments of the church. Why rather follow we not St. Ambrose’s 
example, 1 which sold the same for the relief of the poor, or Chrysostome’s 
commandment, which willed first to deck and garnish the living temple of 
God ? But alas, such is the wickedness of these our last days, that nothing 
moveth us; neither the pure doctrine, the godliness of life, nor good examples 
of the ancient fathers. If in any thing they erred, if they have written any¬ 
thing that serveth for sects and dissension, that will their charitable children 
embrace, publish, and maintain with sword, faggot, and fire. But all in vain; 
they strive against the stream. For though in despite of the truth, by force of 
the cares of crafty persuasion, they may bring themselves into the haven of hell; 
yet can they not make all men believe that the banks move whilst the ship 
saileth, nor ever shall be able to turn the direct course of the stream of God’s 
truth. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you in all pure doctrine and upright living, 
and give you grace virtuously to bring up your children and family, and care¬ 
fully to provide for the poor and oppressed. Amen. 

At Newgate the 20th of January, Anno 1556. 

Your assured, Bartlet Green. 

Another certain Writing of Master Bartlet Green. 

“ Better is the day of death,” saith Solomon, “than the day of birth.” “ Man 
that is bom of a woman, liveth but a short time, and is replenished with many 
miseriesbut happy are the dead that die in the Lord. Man of woman is 
born in travail, to live in misery: man through Christ doth die in joy, and live in 
felicity. He is born to die, and dieth to live. Strait as he cometh into the 
world, with cries he uttereth his miserable estate; strait as he departeth, with 
songs he praiseth God for ever. Scarce yet in his cradle, three deadly enemies 
assault him: after death no adversary may annoy him. Whilst he is here, he 
displeaseth God: when he is dead, he fulfilleth his will. In this life here he 
dieth through sin: in the life to come he liveth in righteousness. Through 
many tribulations in earth he is still purged: with joy unspeakable in heaven is 
he made pure for ever. Here he dieth every hour : there he liveth continually. 

Here is sin : there is righteousness. Here is time : there is eternity. Here is 
hatred: there is love. Here is pain: there is pleasure. Here is misery : there 
is felicity. Here is corruption: there is immortality. Here we see vanity: there 
shall we behold the majesty of God with triumphant and unspeakable joy in 
glory everlasting. Seek therefore the things that are above, where Christ sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father ; unto whom, with the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end, Amen. 

Yours in Christ, Bartlet Green. 

Divers other letters and matters there were besides, which this 
servant of God did write, as namely certain notes and extracts in 
Latin out of the doctors and other authors for his memory, whereby 
is declared how studious he was in the searching and knowledge of 
the law of God, although his profession was the temporal law ; where 
I would to God he were not among the lawyers such a phcenix, that 

(11 St Ambrose took from the church, and gave to the poor: we take from the poor their tithes 
and impropriations, and give them to churches and ministers; where is nothing but singing and 
idleness. 
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THE EXAMINATION OF THOMAS BROWN, MARTYR. 

he had very few or no fellows to fly with him, or to follow his steps. 
But God is to be praised, that although we read of few or none 
among that sort that died as he did, yet good witness doth spring up 
daily of the same profession, to such towardness and godly zeal, that 
some hope already appeareth shortly to come to pass, that this godly 
phoenix shall not fly alone. These aforesaid notes and gatherings of 
his, out of the doctors, were taken from him by Bonner, being found 
about him, which was to him no little grief. He among the rest was 
first apprehended, but last of them condemned, which was the 15th 
day of January, and afterward burned with the other martyrs, the 
27th of the same month. 

CfjomasS 2Broton> JUartpr. 1 

Thomas Brown, bom in the parish of Histon within the diocese of 
Ely, came afterwards to London, where he dwelled in the parish of 
St. Bride’s in Fleet-street, a married man, of the age of thirty-seven 
years; who, because he came not to his parish church, was presented 
by the constable of the parish to Bonner. As touching whose arti¬ 
cles, whereupon he was examined by the said Bonner, with his 
answers also annexed to the same, mention goeth before, as in the 
general process of him and of the rest may appear. This Thomas 
Brown being had to Fulham with the others there to be examined, 
was required upon Thursday, being the 26th day of September, to 
come into the chapel to hear mass, which he, refusing to do, went into 
the warren, and there kneeled among the trees. For this he was 
greatly charged of the bishop, as for a heinous matter, because he 
said it was done in despite and contempt of their mass ; which seemed 
to the bishop and his chaplains no small offence. At length, being 
produced to his last examination before the said bishop the 15th day 
of January, there to hear sentence definitive against him ; first he was 
required with many fair words and glosing promises to revoke his 
doctrine, to whom the foresaid bishop speaking these words, said, 
“ Brown, ye have been before me many times and oft, and I have 
travailed with thee, to win thee from thine errors; yet thou, and 
such like, have and do report, that I go about to seek thy blood,” etc. 
To whom the said Thomas Brown answered again ; “ Yea, my lord,” 
saith he, “ indeed ye be a bloodsucker, and I would I had as much 
blood as is water in the sea, for you to suck.” 

Bonner then proceeding to the articles, when he had read them 
unto him again, as he had done divers times before, asked him whe¬ 
ther he was content and willing to relinquish those his heresies and 
erroneous opinions (as he called them), and return again unto the 
unity of the catholic faith. Whereunto he made answer again, 
saying, If they were heresies, he would forsake them. “ They be 
heresies,” quoth the bishop. “ How will ye prove it ?” said Brown, 
“ for I will not go from mine answer, except you can prove them to 
be heresies, which ye shall never do : for that which you call heresy, 
is no heresy.” With that Bonner, not able, or else not disposed, to 
supply the part of a sufficient teacher, in proving that which the other 
had denied by good authority and doctrine of the Scripture, went 

(1) Ex Registro. 
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about with words and promise of pardon to allure him to renounce Mary, 
those his heresies, as he called them, and to return unto the unity of 
his mother the catholic church, etc. To whom the said Thomas 1556 . 
inferred again, as followeth: “Prove it,” said he, “to be heresy, 
that I do hold and maintain, and I will turn to you. But you con¬ 
demn me, because I will not confess and believe the bread in the 
sacrament of the altar (as you call it) to be the body of Christ, and 
therefore ye spill mine and such like innocents’ blood, being the 
queen’s true subjects; for which you shall answer v and that shortly.” 

After this being spoken, Bonner (as he had done to the other sentence 
before) read in writing the sentence definitive against him: the copy against 
and form of which sentence wherewith the papists were wont to con- Brown - 
demn all the innocent saints of Christ, is above expressed. And so 
this done, he was committed to the sheriffs to be had away, and 
burned the 27th day of the said month of January, constantly abiding 
with the other the pope’s torments, for the true confession of his 
Christian faith. 


SJogn atuDjScm, H&attpr. 

The same day and time, when the foresaid Thomas Brown with Jao. v. 
his fellows was condemned (as is above rehearsed) being the 15th 
day of January, was also produced John Tudson, with the rest of the 
said company, unto the like condemnation. This John Tudson was 
born in Ipswich, in the county of Suffolk, after that apprentice in 
London, dwelling with one George Goodyear, of the parish of St. 

Mary Botolph, within the diocese of London, who, being complained 
of to sir Richard Cholmley and Dr. Story, was by them sent unto 
Bonner, bishop of London, and was divers times before him in 
examination. 

The articles 1 and interrogatories ministered unto him, as unto the 
rest, before are specified, with his answers also to the same annexed, 
etc. After this he was brought unto the open consistory; where the 
said blessed and true servant of the Lord, John Tudson, appearing 
before the said bishop and his complices, was moved with sundry 
persuasions (as their manner is) to go from his opinion (which they 
named heresy), and to persist in the unity of the church which they 
were of. But he, constantly persisting in that which he had received Thecon- 
by the preachers in king Edward’s time, refused so to do, saying, JfJSng of 
there was no heresy in his answers: “ for I,” said he, “ defy all Tudson. 
heresy.” The bishop yet still used his old accustomed persuasions 
to remove him, promising moreover all his offences and errors (as he 
called them) to be forgiven him, if he would return, etc. Then said 
Tudson, “Tell me wherein I have offended, and I will return.” 

Then said the bishop, “ In your answers.” “ No,” said Tudson 
again, “ I have not therein offended: and ye, my lord, pretend 
charity; but nothing thereof appeareth in your works,” Thus after sentence 
a few words, the bishop did likewise promulgate against him sentence a^i„ st 
of condemnation; which-being read, the godly and constant martyr him - 
was committed to the secular power, and so with much patience 
finished this life with the others above named, the 27 th day of January. 


(I) Of these articles read before. 
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gfofjn J©ent, JKattpc. 

John Went, born in Langham, in Essex, within the diocese of 
London, of the age of twenty-seven, and a shearman by occupation, 
first was examined (as partly is touched before), by Dr. Story upon 
the sacrament of liis popish altar; and because the poor man did 
not accord with him thoroughly in the real presence of the body 
and blood of Christ, the said Story did send him up to Bonner, 
bishop of London; who likewise, after divers examinations upon the 
articles aforesaid in the consistory, attempted the like manner of per¬ 
suasions with him, as he did to the other, to recant and return. 
To whom, in few words, the said Went answered again, he would 
not; but that by the leave of God, he would stand firm and constant 
in that he had said. And when the bishop yet notwithstanding did 
still urge and call upon him with words and fair glosses, to give over 
himself to their opinion, he could have no other answer of him but 
this, “ No, I say as I have said,” etc. Whereupon, being con-; 
demned by the bishop’s sentence, he was committed unto the sheriffs 
(whom that shameless shaveling at that time abused for his servile 
butchers), and so brought to his martyrdom, which he with no less 
constancy suffered to the end, with the rest of that blessed society of 
martyrs above named. 

3I£a6eI -footer, Jltetpr. 

With these five persons above recited and condemned, were also 
two women in the said company condemned the same time, and like¬ 
wise burned for the same cause ; the one a wife, called Isabel Foster, 
the other a maid, named Joan Warne, or otherwise Lashford. 

This foresaid Isabel was bom in Greystock, in the diocese of Carlisle, 
and afterwards married to one John Foster, cutler, of the parish of St. 
Bride’s in Fleet-street, being of the age of five and fifty years. She 
likewise, for not coming unto the church, being sent unto Bonner, 
and so imprisoned, was sundry times examined by the said bishop, but 
never overcome, nor removed from the constant confession of Christ’s 
gospel. 

At length, coming unto her final examination before the bishop in 
the consistory the 15th day of the said month of January, she was 
moved again, whether she would yet go from her former answers; 
whereunto she gave a resolute answer in few words: “ I will not,” 
saith she, “ go from them, by God’s grace and thereunto did 
adhere, neither being cast down by the menacing threats of the 
bishop, nor yet yielding through his alluring enticements, promising 
both life ana liberty, if she would associate herself in the unity of the 
catholic church. Whereunto she said again in this wise, that she 
trusted she was never out of the catholic church, etc. And so per¬ 
sisting in the same, she continued constant till the sentence defini¬ 
tive was pronounced, and then she was committed by commandment 
of the bishop to the secular power, and so brought a few days after 
to the stake, the 27th day of the foresaid month; where she, like a 
faithful witness of the Lord’s truth (with the other five aforesaid), 
ended her troubles here, to find a better rest in the kingdom of Christ 
our Saviour. 
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3ioan H.a£f)foct>, aliasS Sloan 3©arne, JiEartpr. T ' ■ 

A. L), 

In a certain place of these Acts and Monuments heretofore, 1 men- I556 - 
tion was made of one Elizabeth Warne, who with her husband John 
Warne (as is aforesaid) in the beginning of queen Mary’s reign, was 
apprehended in Bow Church-yard for being there at a communion; and 
both suffered for the same, first, the man in the month of May, then the 
wife in July after; and now the daughter in the month of January fol¬ 
lowed her parents in the same martyrdom. Furthermore, in the same 
place following mention was made also of Dr. Story, who there (we said) 
was somewhat near unto the said parties, either in kindred or alliance: 
albeit, as I understand since of some, there was no kindred between 
•them, but only that she was his servant. Yet, notwithstanding, the Dr . story 
said Dr. Story (as it is above specified), before he was commissioner, 
made intercession for the parties to Dr. Martyn, then commissioner: w™” 
but afterward, being placed in commission himself, he so far forgot daughter, 
himself, and his old servant, that he became no small procurer of their “a^uhe’ 
deaths. I will not here expostulate with the hard heart of that man, <*iefe»t 
nor with his inconstancy, who yet notwithstanding, after he had ™tor" 
brought them to death, was arrested himself for three-score pounds, them! 1 
charged with debt in their behalf; which if it he true, it may thereby 
appear that he was in some piece of kindred joined or allied unto 
them. But leaving that person unto the good pleasure of the Lord, 
let us return unto that we have in hand. 

This Joan Lashford, bom in the parish of Little Allhallows in joan 
Thames-street, was the daughter of one Robert Lashford, cutler, and 
of the foresaid Elizabeth, who afterward was married to John Warne, of Eliza - 
upholsterer, who (as is said) was persecuted for the gospel of God to w2ne. 
the burning fire; and after him his wife; and after her, this Joan 
Lashford, her daughter; who, about the age of twenty years, mini- The 
stering to her father and mother in prison, suspected and known to be burned” 
of the same doctrine and religion, was sent to Bonner, bishop off£” e J l ‘° d 
London, by Dr. Story (as is above in her answers to the articles de- mother - 
dared), and so committed to the Compter in the Poultry, where she 
remained the space of five weeks, and from thence had to Newgate, 
where she continued the space of certain months. 

After that, remaining prisoner in the custody of the said Bonner, The con- 
lier confession was, being examined, that the whole twelve-month f^ n ot 
before, and more, she came unto no popish mass service in the 
church, neither would do, either to receive the sacrament of the altar, bishop. e 
or to be confessed, because her conscience would not suffer her so to do; super- 
confessing and protesting, that in the sacrament of the altar, there is aud US 
not the real presence of Christ’s body and blood; nor that auricular £*j? h 
confession or absolution after the popish sort, was necessary; nor the mo " ies - 
mass to be good, or according unto the Scripture; but said that both 
the said sacrament, confession, absolution, and the mass, with all 
other their superfluous sacraments, ceremonies, and divine service, as 
then used in this realm of England, were most vile, and contrary to 
Christ’s words and institution; so that neither they were at the 
beginning, nor shall be at the latter end. This godly damosel, 


(1) See this volume, page 77 .—Ed. 
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feeble and tender of age, yet strong by grace, in this her confession 
and faith stood so firm, that neither the flattering promises, nor the 
violent threats of the bishops, could turn her; but, being moved and 
exhorted by the bishop to return to the catholic unity of the church, 
said boldly to him again, “ If ye will leave off your abomination, so 
I will return; and otherwise, I will not.” 

Whereupon the bishop yet again promised her pardon of all her 
errors (as he called them), if she would be conformed. To this she 
answered again, saying unto the bishop, “ Do as it pleaseth you; and 
I pray God that you may do that which may please God.” 

And thus she, constantly persevering in the Lord’s holy truth, was 
by the sentence definitive condemned, and committed unto the she- 
riflfs, by whom the foresaid 27th day of January she with the rest 
being brought unto the stake, there washed her clothes in the 
blood of the Lamb, dying most constantly for his word and truth, to 
whom most lovingly she espoused herself. 

And thus much concerning the life, story, and condemnation of 
these seven martyrs, afore specified. 


otfjec Martpr£ in Canterhutp, font Boraen and one Han, at 
ttno &tahe)J and one Jfrce, all burned together. 

After these seven before rehearsed, martyred together in Smith- 
field, shortly after in the same month, the 31st day of January, fol¬ 
lowed another like fellowship of godly martyrs at Canterbury, four 
women and one man, whose names be these:—John Lomas, a young 
man; Anne Albright, Joan Catmer, Agnes Snoth, widow; and 
Joan Sole, a wife. 


3[of|n 2oma£, JBlartpr. 

John Lomas, of the parish of Tenterden, detected and presented 
of that religion which the papists call heresy, and cited upon the 
same to appear at Canterbury, examined there of the first article, 
whether he believed the catholic church or no, answered thus; that 
he believed so much as is contained in God’s book and no more. 

Then being assigned to appear again under the pain of the law the 
next Wednesday sevennight after, which was the 17th day of January, 
the said Lomas, examined whether he would be confessed of a priest 
or no, answered and said, that he found it not written that he should 
be confessed to any priest, in God’s book; neither would be confessed, 
unless he were accused by some man of sin. Again, examined 
whether he believed the body of Christ to be in the sacrament of the 
altar really, under the forms of bread and wine after the consecration, 
or no, he answered that he believed no reality of Christ’s body to be 
in the sacrament; neither found he written, that he is there under 
form or tressel, but he believed so much as is written. Being then 
demanded whether he believed that there is a catholic church or no, 
and whether he would be content to be a member of the same, he 
answered thereunto, that he believed so much as was written in God’s 
book; and other answer than this he refused to give, etc.: where¬ 
upon the sentence was given and read against him the 18th day of 



FIVE MARTYRS BURNED AT CANTERBURY. 


751 


January. And so committed to the secular power, he constantly Mary. 
suffered for the conscience of a true faith, with the other four women A ^ 
here following. 1556. 

l0tie£ <§notf), U&actpr. 

Agnes Snoth, widow, of the parish of Smarden, likewise accused Jan. 31 . 
and cited for the true profession of Christ’s religion, was divers times 
examined before the Pharisaical fathers; who there, compelled to 
answer to such articles and interrogatories as should be ministered „ „ 

o ConffiS" 

unto her, first denied to be confessed to a priest: notwithstanding, sion auri- 
she denied not to confess her offences as one to another, but not refused, 
auricularly to any priest. And as touching the sacrament of the erament 
altar, she protested that if she or any other did receive the sacrament i>™to be 
so as Christ and his apostles after him did deliver it, then she and recelveii ‘ 
they did receive it to their comfort: but as it is now used in the 
church, she said that no man could otherwise receive it than to his 
damnation, as she thought. Afterward being examined again con- Penance 
cerning penance, whether it were a sacrament or no, she plainly denied be'a si- to 
the same, and that the popish manner of their absolution was not crament - 
consonant to the word, nor necessary to be taken ; with such other Agnes 
like, agreeing with the answers and confession of John Lomas before condemn- 
mentioned. Whereupon the sentence being likewise read, she was 
committed to the sheriffs of Canterbury, and so suffering martyrdom ™“ te c d c 10 
with the rest, declared herself a perfect and constant witness of Christ lar power, 
and of his truth the 31st day of January. 

Inne Slltatsfjt, alia£ Cfjampnest, JEattpc. 

Against Anne Albright, likewise appearing before the judge and 
his colleagues, it was also objected concerning the same matter of 
confession: whereunto she answered in these words saying, “ that 
she would not be confessed of a priestand added moreover, speak- confes- 
ing unto the priests, “You priests,” said she, “are the children of™"' 
perdition, and can do no good by your confession.” And likewise words of 
speaking unto the judge and his assistants, she told them that they bright A1 " 
were subverters of Christ’s truth. 

And as touching the sacrament of the altar, she said it was a she deni- 
naughty and abominable idol, and so utterly denied the same sacra- saCT* 6 
ment. Thus, persisting and persevering in her former sayings and 
answers, she was condemned the said 18th day of the said month, Hercon- 
with the others above mentioned; with whom also she suffered tio™." a 
quietly, and with great comfort, for the right of Christ’s religion. Jan ' 18 ‘ 

Sloan &ole. 

In the like manner Joan Sole, of the parish of Horton, was con- Con¬ 
demned of the same Pharisees and priests, for not allowing confession 
auricular, and for denying the real presence and substance of Christ 
to be in the sacrament of the altar : who, after their Pharisaical sen- Jan. is. 
tence being promulgated, was brought by the sheriffs to the stake 
with the other four, and sustained the like martyrdom with them, 
through the assistance of God’s holy grace and Spirit mightily work¬ 
ing in her, to the glory of his name, and confirmation of his truth. 
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A. D. 

1556. The fifth and last of this heavenly company of martyrs, was Joan 
jan. si. Catmer, of the parish of Hythe, wife (as it should seem) of George 
Catmer, burned before, who being asked what she said to confession 
made to a priest, denied to be confessed to any such priest. And 
moreover, the judge speaking of the sacrament of the altar, she said 
and affirmed, that she believed not in that sacrament, as it was then 
used; for that it was made, said she, a very idol. In this her confes¬ 
sion she, remaining and persisting, was by the like sentence cruelly 
of them condemned; and so suffered with the foresaid Thomas 
Lomas, and the other three fellow-martyrs, ratifying and confessing 
with their blood the true knowledge and doctrine of the glorious 
gospel of Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

These five persons were burnt at two stakes and one fire together, 
at Canterbury, as is before said: who, when the fire was fiaming 
about their ears, did sing psalms. Whereat the good knight, sir 
John Norton, being there present, wept bitterly at the sight thereof. 
Persecu- The judges and other assistants which sat upon her, and the other 
rs ' four above mentioned, were Richard Faucet, John Warren, John 
Mills, Robert Collins, and John Baker the notary. 



